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EUROPE
FRANCE

We publish with much pleasure the following notes, which have been
received from the Mother House of the Daughters of Charity at Paris. The
work to which they refer responds to the most pressing needs of our time.
If Saint Vincent who labored so earnestly to meet the demands of his own
epoch, were alive to* day, he would undoubtedly be found at the head of
those thoughtful and generous souls who are endeavoring to supply the
material needs of existing society. Moreover, is not this a means of
bettering moral conditions?

H O U SE K E E P IN G SCHOOLS
The conditions o f human existence have changed, every
where the struggle for life goes on. Under pain o f perpet
uating disorder, society must meet, promptly and effica
ciously, new aud imperious exigencies.
Unanimously it is deplored that, up to the present time,
only a secondary place has been allotted to the study of
material questions in the education o f girls. Household
duties, which form the basis of family life and were for
merly so dear to the heart o f the young girl, 110 longer
present the same interest to her eyes. Frequently, she
knows little about these duties; sometimes, alas! she is al
together ignorant o f them; rarely has she an idea o f what
they are, and seldom does she entertain any esteem for
them. Her intelligence, more and more allured by divers
attractions, follows willingly the current which is carrying
her out of her natural sphere.
As a fatal consequence o f an education so incomplete,
the family spirit, according to the testimony o f close ob
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pered to enable her to combat successfully against the diffi
culties which beset her on the very morrow of her marriage,
the young girl o f the present day finds herself in the
midst o f conditions most unfavorable for the organization
and establishment o f her new home. She is cast into the
unknown.
Intelligence actuated by devotedness has sought to sup
ply this lack, to illumine the situation; housekeeping
schools have been founded.
To recall woman to a consciousness of her personal dig
nity and o f her most binding obligations; to apply the
forces o f her intelligence to household duties rendered in
teresting by a methodical and well understood course of
instruction; to develop for the benefit o f the family that
instinct which is born in her for all that is beautiful and
good, such is the triple end which these institutions estab
lished years ago in foreign countries, propose to attain.
They have been tried in Germany, Switzerland, Belgium,
and England: each o f these nations commends the results
obtained. France has her part in this general movement,
for throughout the country the need o f housekeeping schools
is sensibly felt.
The following article indicates how much the Daughters
o f Charity o f Saint Vincent de Paul desire to second this
movement and what they have already accomplished in
that direction.
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P A R IS
NORMAL SCHOOL OF HOUSEKEEPING
D IR E CT E D B Y THE D A U G H T E R S O F C H A R I T Y OF S AI NT V IN C EN T DE P A U L

Paris, 3 bis, rue de V Abbaye

The École ménagère normale of la rue de VAbbaye, was
founded in 1902 under the Patronage of the Mother House
o f the Daughters of Charity, the Agricultural Association
o f France, the Society o f Education and Instruction, and
annexed to the Syndicates for professional women organized
at the same time.
Its object is manifold :
1.— To furnish efficient teachers o f housekeeping.
2.— To give young girls o f the working-class the train
ing necessary to render them capable of keeping their
homes in the best condition, from both the standpoint of
hygiene and that of economy.
3.— To teach young girls o f the world how to direct a
house properly.
4.— To train young domestics*
To attain these results, different courses entirely distinct
for each class, have been organized.
I
The Normal Course assembles once a week young ladies
of the world or future teachers of housekeeping.
The morning is devoted to cooking, and to the explan
ation and discussion o f recipes.
The different menus
include : soup, a dish o f meat, one o f vegetable, and a sidedish. The price o f the meal has been approximately cal
culated in advance, and this calculation is verified on the
return from market, after which the cooking begins.
At one o’clock, the sewing course teaches the young Nor
malités to cut out various articles o f clothing: the patterns
are first cut out from paper or muslin and afterwards from
l*
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the material to be made up; the different parts are basted
together, fitted, and sewed by each pupil who will later
bring her work for inspection.
At three o’clock, a theoretical lesson in hygiene or do
mestic economy precedes a practical exercise (cleaning or
washing) which is its application. These lessons by their
scientific character may be considered as the complement
of the instructions already received by the Normalités who
generally aspire to add the diploma for housekeeping to
that of primary instruction which, with few exceptions,
they already hold.
Teachers and Sisters usually prefer the Normal Course
open to them during the vacations, because it does not in
terrupt their ordinary occupations. This course lasts six
weeks and is intended particularly to train directresses for
the schools of domestic economy. All who have followed
the course are invited to try their ability at teaching house
keeping in the establishments o f which the greater number
are inmates.
Some even receive, immediately after completing the
course, the direction o f the classes or industrial schools, and
such positions by the opportunity they give for gaining
experience enable those holding them to pass excellent ex
aminations.1
Until the examination for the teacher’s diploma, which
takes place each year in the month of April, they may send
for correction, every fifteen days, the exercises given them
to do.
The first board of examiners, assembled in 1904, con
ferred nineteen diplomas; this number has since increased
and this year (1907) reached thirty.
1. The jury is composed of directresses or professors of Housekeeping
Schools, of members of the Agricultural Society of France, of the Society
of Instruction and Education, and of the Syndicate of private teachers. It
subjects all candidates to a thorough examination in theory and practice,
after which it confers a diploma.
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Moreover, the applications to follow the normal course
were so numerous in 1906, that it was necessary to organ
ize courses in the provinces, namely: at Bordeaux, Mont
pellier, Besançon, where the best teachers from the Rue de
V Abbaye were sent. The Count de la Bouillerie is at pre
sent preparing to open one at Angers.
Besides these two courses, the pupil-teachers wishing to
become more thoroughly and rapidly instructed, come to
the house and remain there three months helping, as we
shall presently note, the teachers charged with the di
rection of the course for the children o f laborers. These
pupil-teachers are afterwards placed at the head of an
industrial school.
The mistresses thus formed at the house of the Rue de
V Abbaye have already opened fifty housekeeping schools
with the most consoling results. The following are the
names of the places where they are established with the
date of opening :
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1903.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1904.
1905.

Vannes (Morbihan) ;
Drancy (Seine) ;
Paris, 15, rue des Bernardins
Bône (Algérie);
Paris, 60, rue Raynouard;
Lille (Nord) ;
Saint-Prim (Isère);
Versailles (Seine-et-Oise), 46, avenue de Saint-Cloud
Rennes (Ille-et-Vilaine) ;
Montceau-les-Mines (Saone-et-Loire) ;
Rugles (Eure) ;
Saint-Quentin (Aisne);
Cambrai (Nord) ;
Besançon (Doubs) ;
Poissy (Seine-et-Oise) ;
Vernon (Eure) ;
Tours (Indre-et-Loire);
Paris, 80, rue de Vaugirard ;
Paris, rue Popincourt ;
Sèvres (Seine-et-Oise) ;
Bordeaux, 15, rue de la Trésorerie ;
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1905.
1905-

Bordeaux, 13, rue Cheverus;
Abbeville (Somme);

1905.
1905.

Orléans (Loiret) ;
Saint-Brieuc (Côtes-du-Nord) ;

1905,
1905.
1905.
1905.
1905.
1905.

Aigueperse (Puy-de-Dôme) :
Le Fontanil (Isère);
Louviers (Eure) ;
Paris. 233, rue de Vaugirard ;
Brunoy (Seine-et-Oise) ;
Nouan-le Fuzelier (Loir-et Cher);

1905.
1906.

Paris, 28, rue Saint-Roch ;
Neuilly-sur-Seine (Seine) ;

1906.
1906.
1906.
1906.
1906.
1906.

Paris, .18, rue de la Tour-d’ Auvergne;
Cormeilles (Seiue-et-Oise) ;
Paris, 14, rue de la Ville-1’ Evêque ;
Paris, 7, rue Lepoulletier ;
Versailles, 2, rue des Bourdonnais ;
Moulins (Allier), 22, rue de Villars;

1906.
1906.
1907.

Paris, 73, rue de la Mare ;
Pavilly (Seine-Inférieure) ;
Montpellier (Hérault), rue de la Vieille-Monnaie;

1907.

Salindres (Gard).

II
The course destined for the laboring class gathers together,
twice a week, twenty-four young girls, from fourteen to
sixteen years o f age. This class is divided into two sec
tions, one working from eight to twelve o’ clock in the
morning, and the other from one to five o’ clock in the af
ternoon. Both sections are subdivided into three groups,
each of which has at its head a monitor or one of the pupil
teachers already mentioned. Each group, in turn, is em
ployed in cooking, cleaning, washing, ironing, or mending.
These different exercises are preceded by a lesson in theory
at which all pupils assist, noting down the plan in a spe
cial memorandum book; they also copy the different rec
ipes with the amount each is likely to cost, and the little
cooks do this on the blackboard under the direction o f the
teacher; the price of the meal never goes beyond from six
to eight cents per head.
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Here is an example:
Julienne (vegetable soup)
Veal stew
. .
White beans
. . . .
Stewed prunes . . .

Total

.

.08 cents

a

. iÜ
M2 cents

For twelve persons; six cents per head.

We give also a resumé o f the twenty-four lessons com
prised in the two years’ course.
Food: Utility o f the various articles o f food; bread, salt,
flour, milk, butter, cheese, eggs, vegetables, meat, game,
poultry; the causes o f the deterioration of food; fruit, fish,
fermented and spiced drinks, etc.
Cleaning : Kitchen and accessories; knives and table
service; toilet articles, clothing, etc.
Mending, washing and ironing : white and colored clothes^
etc.
Hygiene : Care o f the skin ; care and ventilation of the
house; microbes and contagious diseases; heat, light, air,
water, poisons, etc.
Agriculture : Soil, agricultural operations, fertilizers, dis
tribution o f crops.
The cultivation o f the soil has its plaee in the plan. Un*
fortunately, up to the present, the small garden adjoining
the industrial school afforded a field for experiment quite
insufficient, but this year an annex has been opened at
Neuilly and during the fine season the young housekeepers
will be able to go thither to do some gardening.
Parents, we must admit, were rather slow in understand
ing the importance o f the Housekeeping School but they
are beginning to realize its advantages, and several have
confided their children to us, permitting them to remain at
the house in order that they may acquire more rapidly a
knowledge
O o f all household duties 7; some o f these children
are received gratuitously, others for a slight remuneration,
and their kitchen furnishes each day a table open to the
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members o f the syndicate where the latter find a whole
some, well cooked meal for the small sum o f fifteen cents.
Some o f these intern pupils return to their home where
they render valuable services; others, obliged to earn a
living, are placed as servants in reliable houses and the
syndicate “ Le Ménage” which is open to them, continues
to watch over their welfare, moral and physical,
III
A ll the schools we have enumerated follow, with the
modifications required by the locality in which they are
established, the same plan as that o f the Industrial Nor
mal.
A few assemble after school the children o f the
laboring classes, who instead o f playing in the streets learn
to sew, to take care o f the poultry yard and garden. The
Housekeeping School o f Pavilly ( Lower-Seiue), founded
by Mme d’ Epinay, is a model on this point. We may
then congratulate ourselves on the progress made in this
line and desire the extension o f a work which extends a
powerful influence over society, since it is called to regen
erate family life.
The School o f the Rue de FAbbaye is anxious to diffuse
everywhere the benefits o f instruction in housekeeping.
It receives all teachers, secular or religious, provided the
future pupil-teachers hold the Elementary Diploma. The
School makes a pressing appeal to them either to take part
in the Tuesday Normal Course or that of the vacations,
opening each year immediately after the feast o f the As
sumption and closing shortly before the first o f October.
May generous souls who love to devote themselves, take
a lively interest in the Housekeeping Schools; there is
question o f the education o f young girls from fifteen to
twenty years, at that age when they need special help and
when no lesson is lost ; there is question also o f furnishing
to society wives and mothers who will be the honor and
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o f solid virtue and firm convictions.
Good-will alone does not suffice for this work; special
training, a practical and methodical course o f instruction is
necessary. When there is question o f becoming initiated
into the art of housekeeping an ordinary intelligence with a
small degree o f attention will suffice. But for the teachers,
serious study and a knowledge o f the primary course are al
most indispensable. Thanks to this preparation, the expla
nations given are better understood, and when the pupil in
her turn becomes the teacher, her lessons will be more
attractive, more solid, and more fruitful.

M A R SE IL L E S
Letter from Sister B o x n e a u r e , Superioress o f the
house called “ The Little

Work” at Marseilles, to Most

Honored

,

Mother K

ie f f e r

Superioress

General of the

Daughters of Charity, Paris .
Marseilles, March 14, 1907.

Permit me to address myself to you, to ask your aid in
prefecting the work o f the Housekeeping School already
established here.
I think the results obtained within the last few months
will please you. An essential element however is wanting;
that is a manual containing the theory which would give
us the method to be followed in imparting the principal
branches connected with this work, for instance, the pro
portions to be used in cooking, preparing the lye with ashes
or crystals; the way to iron, etc. It is necessary that we con
form ourselves to the ideas and methods generally used by
competent persons, and it is important that our young girls
be thoroughly conversant with them.
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Otrr plan, which we have made simple enough to be
comprehended by any young girl gifted with even ordinary
intelligence, lias been a powerful auxiliary in making this
work appreciated by parents who are able to judge of the
wonderful progress o f their children.
At present, we have girls o f fifteen capable, not m ly o f
making use o f this plan but of teaching it to others. In
these days especially, when young girls are attracted on all
sides by stenography, dactylography, and telegraphy; by
post offices, commercial bureaus, and government positions;
when everything concurs to destroy all taste for manual
labor or household duties; it in a manner becomes impera
tive for us to redouble our efforts in combating against the
invasion o f new professions, now so much in favor, but
which, nevertheless, wean women from home and leave
many, sooner or later, without situation or trade by which
to gain a livelihood. The last fact has been verified, for
there are many applicants who, although fully capable, can
not find employment; positions are becoming more and
more rare and uncertain. As a consequence, misery and
discouragement are on the increase, not to speak o f other
evils resulting from so deplorable a condition o f things.
Such are my humble thoughts which I submit to you.
They are inspired by my desire to train our young work
ing girls, despite all difficulties, and thus to enter into the
designs o f Divine Providence which in permitting the de
struction o f some o f our works opens to us new ways o f
procuring the welfare o f these dear young people.
Sister B on.n e a u r e .
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BELGIUM

For Belgium, with regard to Housekeeping Schools, we will mention par
ticularly that of Ostend. Next door to the Housekeeping School established
in that city in connection with the Governmental School, the Daughters
of Charity have opened one of their own. Both Schools receive aid from
the government and on this account are subjected to official inspection.
Two state inspectors — a man and a woman — visit the school and render
an account of the manner in which the instruction, both theoretical and
practical, is given.
When a school is well conducted, this inspection is not an inconvenience,
it is rather a support. W e know that both inspectors have expressed their
satisfaction with regard to the manner in which the Housekeeping School
of the Daughters of Charity at Ostend, is managed.
We have ourselves visited this school (1907 ) with great interest and are
happy to give here the information communicated to us, at our request,
by the Sister Superioress and the Sister Directress of the Housekeeping
School, as also that received from Mr. Alphonse Sieben to whom we had
addressed ourselves, as he had seen the School at Ostend in operation.
A . Mil o n .

OSTEND
Ostend, in Flemish Ost Endc (that is extreme east), is
a seaport o f Belgium, ( Western Flanders) on the North
Sea, almost fourteen miles north west of Burges. It is a
popular resort for sea bathing and has about twenty-three
thousand inhabitants.
The Daughters o f Charity o f Saint Vincent de Paul
have here two establishments: a Marine Sanitarium, Sport
Street, and a Dispensary, 85 Long Street. • The House
keeping School for the daughters of sailors is annexed to
the dispensary.
This school owes its foundation to a naval chaplain, the
Abbé Pype, well known for the many good works he has
founded in favor o f fishermen, a school for ship boys, a
manner o f preserving food for sailors, etc.
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On October 17, 1899, he confided the direction o f the
Housekeeping School to the Daughters of Charity, 85 Long
Street, who since 1895, had conducted a dispensary there.
G E N E R A L SITUATION

(1906)

Since 1899, more than two hundred children have passed
through the Housekeeping School o f the Sisters o f Charity
at Ostend. This school has been established for the d a u g h 
ters of fishermen and is situated near the port. There is
an average attendance o f seventy-five children, from four
teen to seventeen years. After this age a few young girls
remain in the school to learn the trade of seamstress; which
course is completed in two years. During nine months in
structions are given four days o f the week, in the morning
and afternoon. The program is as follows.
PROGRAM

The program, which is simple and practical, includes both
theory and practice.
I .— Theoretical Courses. These embrace:
1. Lessons in Hygiene bearing on the care to be bestowed in
case o f slight accidents; symptoms o f the diseases o f childdren; means o f preserving health; care to be given to chil
dren, to the sick, and to the aged; the preparation o f certain
drinks, the knowledge, use, application, and curative prop
erties o f a certain number o f medicines contained in a
small domestic pharmacy; the care o f the sick room, etc.
2.— Some ideas o f domestic economy,
3.— Some methods o f keeping housekeeping accounts;
4.— Explanation o f the method o f washing;
5. —Explanation o f the method o f ironing;
6.— Explanation o f the method o f housecleaning.
7.— The nutritive value o f certain foods; the properties of
certain vegetables and some ideas about cooking.
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I I . — The Practical Exercises are as follows:
1. Care of the house, o f its different parts and furniture; .
of the bedrooms, floors, etc. The cleaning to be done each
day, each week, each season.
2. Washing o f clothes, o f the different articles o f cloth
ing, stockings, etc.; manner o f removing ink spots, tar
stains, paint, fruit stains, etc.; likewise, precautions to be
taken before, during, and after washing. The manner of
washing flannels, woolen goods, etc.
3. Ironing . Recommendations about the table, irons, and
fire. Folding and fluting the clothes, etc.
4. Cooking. Series o f cheap meals, restricting the cost
of the bill o f fare within the limits which the modest in
come o f a laborer or artisan can afford and, at the same time,
furnishing a wholesome and invigorating repast o f nourish
ing food, varied and cheap. Manner o f preparing to the
best advantage what is left over o f vegetables, meats, etc.
5. Manual Labor . Mending and taking care o f clothes
and linen. Patching, darning o f stockings. Manner of
utilizing old garments is given particular attention. Study
is made also o f the cost, the style, the make o f bed linen,
underclothing, simple garments, and working clothes, etc.
The probable price o f every article is also determined.
METHOD

In order to reap the greatest possible advantage from the
Housekeeping School and Classes:
1.— Pupils are not admitted before the age o f fourteen
years into the school and classes for adults.
2.— Pupils carry' out all the practical exercises inscribed
on the program and they furnish as far as possible the
clothes for washing, mending, or ironing.
3.— They assist together at the lessons in theory which
are given as explicitly as possible and which always pre
cede the practical exercises. The time devoted to theory
is four hours a week.
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4.— All household work is done at the same time. In
order to make sure that everything will be properly done,
the twenty-four pupils composing the class, are divided in
to four groups o f six pupils each :
First group : cooking and cleaning ;
Second group: washing;
Third group : ironing ;
Fourth group : mending.
5.— Each pupil o f an ordinary housekeeping class or a
central housekeeping class, is obliged to attend at least two
practical exercises, from two and a half to three hours each
week.
6.— Each culinary preparation comprises a meal for six
persons, representing a workingman’s family—father, moth
er, and four children; this meal is composed of soup,
vegetables, meat or fish, or another article o f food common
ly used in the locality.
The menu, the cost o f which cannot exceed five cents
per head, is inscribed on a blackboard with the following
notes :
a) Time employed in the preparation;
b) Quality, name, and price of ingredients;
e) Cost o f the meal and o f each dish per head,
The pupils eat the meal they have prepared,
7.— The pupils wash not only small articles but also gar
ments and house linen (except chemises and sheets) and
iron them; precautions are taken in case o f epidemics and
contagious diseases.
8.— They bring clothes to be mended, to be washed or
ironed; utensils to be cleansed, etc.
9.— They note the menu in their copy book, with the
manner of preparation; they keep, moreover, a resumé of
thè principal theoretical lessons and they have also a book
for housekeeping expenses.
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10.— The teachers keep regularly :
a) A register of names ;
b) A register o f attendance ;
c) A book for housekeeping ;
d) A journal noting, day by day, a summary of the lesvsons given and the details o f work accomplished.
The regulations, as also a table indicating the distri
bution o f time and work, are posted in the school or in the
classroom.
11.—The teacher is careful that the change of the dif
ferent groups takes place regularly.
These details are the application made from the obser
vations addressed to the Housekeeping Schools by the Bel
gian Minister o f Industry and Labor in 1899.
RESULTS.

As we have already stated, since 1899, more than two
hundred young girls have passed through the Housekeep
ing School o f the Daughters o f Charity at Ostend. Some
observations on the results obtained in the families o f fish
ermen at Ostend may prove interesting.
1.— Health. Previous to the establishment o f the House
keeping School the families of fishermen seldom partook of
any meal properly so called : they lived on coffee, slices of
bread, fried fish. Consequently the poor children had
misery depicted on their countenance. The reason for the
existence o f this deplorable state o f things is that nearly
all day the father and mother are absent from home.
The father is out in his boat while the mother is selling
the fish, and therefore spends her time on the street or in
the n^arket.
Since the establishment o f the Housekeeping Schqpl, the
young girl before leaving home to come to school, prepares
the vegetables, the potatoes, and the soup. She is sent
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paring a dinner according to the lessons imparted at the
Housekeeping School. When the mother comes home the
dinner is ready; consequently happiness and an improve
ment o f the general health in the family results.
2 .— Cleanliness. A notable change has been remarked in
the homes o f the fishermen since the establishment o f the
Housekeeping School. These houses were formerly very
untidy. Now everything is orderly and clean. When the
father returns home, after leaving a dirty boat, he is glad
to find a clean house and a well arranged household. There
fore, the fishermen themselves realize the advantages o f
the Housekeeping School and several young girls have at
tended it because their fathers had heard it spoken o f on
their boats. The fishermen are proud to display their well
mended clothes, washed and ironed by their daughters.
“ That school is a treasure for us” , said one o f them. The
Sisters who visit the sick notice the difference between the
homes directed by the women or girls who have attended
the Housekeeping School and those under the charge o f
others: the first are cleaner and more orderly.
3 .— Appearance of the children. Formerly, when daugh
ters o f fishermen wTere mentioned, the term seemed to im
ply girls little esteemed, who cared neither for themselves
nor for others. Now they present a good appearance and
they possess a kind of dignity which in past days they did
not have.
4.— Economy. In the beginning the young girls wasted
their money or spent it in trifles on Sundays. At the House
keeping School a spirit o f economy is inculcated so that
now they have acquired the habit o f saving. They have
been taught to permit nothing to go to waste. For instance,
with the father’s or mother’s old clothes, garments are
made for the children. Often with very little expense they
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arrange and decorate the house; this also is taught them at
the Housekeeping School.
With regard to the ouvroir and garments made or re
paired by the young girls at the Housekeeping School, a
mother o f family remarked that they gain more at the
school than at the workshop. The school at Ostend, owing
to a generous foundation and the provision made by the
government, is self supporting; all the profit resulting from
the children’s work returns to them. These, therefore, are
happy to accept all the work furnished them by their neigh
bors. The young girls themselves try to procure work
which they bring to the school, where they do it, and after
‘it is finished, they themselves collect the payment.
Finally, one o f the most happy results obtained by the
Housekeeping School and the ouvroir which is attached to
it, as indicated in the program, is that the young girls when
they marry are able, while superintending their home, to
make the clothes o f the different members o f the family,
husband, and children without infringing on their modest
income to pay a seamstress.
I f they need any information relative to work, for ex
ample some pattern, they come to the school to their for
mer teachers who make it a duty and pleasure to help them,
thus continuing an apostolate begun at the school.
W7e add that the Housekeeping School at Ostend obtained
a first prize and bronze medal at the Universal Exposition
o f Liege in 1905.
The following is the text o f the diploma conferred on
this occasion:
U N IV E R S A L EXPOSITION, L IE G E ,

1905.

Under the patronage o f His Majesty, the King of Bel
gium, and the presidency o f His Royal Highness, Mgr.
Count o f Flanders, and the presidency o f His Royal High
ness, Prince Albert o f Belgium.
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A D i p l o m a o f H i g h II 0 3 o r is awarded collectively
to the professional schools, industrial schools, apprentice
workshops, and ouvroirs which have worked in the
Women’s Palace during the time o f the Exposition: par
ticularly, to the Housekeeping School for daughters of
fishermen, Long Street, at Ostend.
President of the

Minister of Industry and Labor,

Executive Committee,

President of the High Jury ,

D ig n e f f e .

F rancotte.

General Commissioner for the Government,
L am arche.

To this information concerning the Housekeeping Schools
conducted by the Daughters o f Charity at Paris, Mar
seilles, Ostend, we will add a few other remarks.
Should the Housekeeping School be gratuitous or should a
fee be charged?

Reply — In Belgium, the schools that require a fee are
the best attended. Several free schools had failed; they
re-opened, exacting a fee o f one dollar from all pupils
who presented themselves.
The scholars returned and
remained faithful. They had attached no importance to a
free gift.
“ W hy,” said Dr. Faidherbe, a physician o f Roubaix,
“ why give the alms o f free instruction to those who do
not need it? Is not this to tax needlessly the purse o f a
foundation? Is it not to depreciate this instruction in the
eyes, even o f the poorer pupils and their parents? It is
then necessary, on principle, to charge for attendance at
the Housekeeping School, although this entails the finding
o f charitable persons who will remit discreetly to poor
families, the sum required for the registration o f children/’
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In France, where free institutions are more common,
the gratuitous course would be more readily accepted. In
fact, the greater number of our Housekeeping Schools are
free; Mme de Diesbach has a paying and a free course.
However, with us as elsewhere, the free course presents
the serious inconvenience o f overtaxing resources. It re
mains for each to see which is the best and most practical
course to follow.
This response was taken from a small pamphlet which
we recommend entitled: FEnseignement ménager, by H.
Quillet (Chez Lecoffre, rue Bonaparte 90? price five cents.)
One may also consult: FEnseignement ménager, by the
Countess de Diesbach (Chez Tequi, rue de Tournon, Paris);
and FEnseignement ménager, a monthly review (Chez
Leroy, rue de Vanves, Paris, X I V e).
Information can be obtained by writing to FEcole nor
male ménagère, o f which we have spoken earlier, rue de
FAbbaye 3, Paris.
*
* *
“ We claim /’ said a Belgian inspector, “ to Mme de Dies
bach, “ to solve the social problem by means of woman become
the true mother of the family. Wre have three hundred
Housekeeping Schools, teaching young girls their duties as
wives and mothers. Suppose that every year six pupils go
forth from each o f our schools, well trained for their future
mission, we shall have eighteen hundred women capable of
filling their admirable rôle whom we will cast annually in
to society; in ten years we shall have eighteen thousand!
Judge by this o f the future!
u O f its nature,” said Mme de Diesbach, “ thistraining aims
only at the improvement o f material and economic conditions,
but it will compass, no less surely, moral amelioration.”

2*
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GERMANY

Letter from Rev.

J

sion, to Very Rev. A .

ules

F

ia t

Sc
,

h r e ib e r

,

Priest of the Mis

Superior General.
Cologne-Nippes, December, 1906.

Ill my report o f last year, which referred principally to
the new foundation at Berlin, I merely mentioned several
other foundations. They are now sufficiently established
for me to give more ample details, so I will begin by writ
ing you of the two new houses on the Moselle, in the dio
cese of Treves, and o f one at A ix-la-Chapelle. In the lat
ter place a new establishment has been opened, the fifth in
the city, and a sixth will soon follow.
Wittlich (1904).— The institution here is a military or
phanage, Kriegerwaisenhaus.
It receives, not only the
children o f the soldiers who died during active service in
the army, but those whose fathers have served their time
as soldiers. It was after the war o f 1870 that a kind of
association was formed, having at its head as a protector,
the heir to the throne, or Kromprvnz. This association,
which took the name Kriegerbund or Confederation o f Com
batants, has as its principal object the assuring o f an ed
ucation to the children o f its members, when death de
prives these children o f both parents, or even when they
are half orphans. The members pay annually a modest
contribution o f twenty pfennigs (five cents) which, owing
to the extension o f the association (it has about three mil
lion members), amounts to 600,000 marks (145,500 dollars)
a year. Up to the present the society has built with this
money, four magnificent orphanages, each accommodating
one hundred children, boys or girls. Nothing is charged
for the maintenance o f these children and when the time

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

22

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
— 457 —
they are to spend at the orphanage is completed, provision
is made for their future.
The establishments are directed in a Christian manner
and separated according to the two great religious commun
ions, Catholicity and Protestantism, which unfortunately
divide Germany. There are now two Catholic establish
ments and two Protestant or u evangelical”
O
' ,7 as thev
J are
officially termed.
The establishment at Wittlich is the finest, it is situat
ed on an elevation overlooking the beautiful city o f Witt
lich and is surrounded by hills which present to the sight
an attractive panorama.
The ecclesiastical, military, and civil authorities cel“
ebrated in a solemn manner the opening o f this establish
ment. Prince Eitel Frederick represented the emperor on
that occasion, and Mgr. Korum, Bishop of Treves, gave
the benediction. After the ceremonies the Daughters of
Saint Vincent de Paul took possession and commenced
their work September 27, 1904. The Dean of Wittlich
celebrated the first Mass in the small chapel decorated by
the ladies and, after a touching sermon, placed in the tab
ernacle the Divine Prisoner, henceforth to be the sustainer
of the work which was beset by many trials during the
first two years o f its existence.
The regulations given to the establishment by the gen
eral management and the false idea entertained o f the sis
ters’ duties occasioned these difficulties. As they called
themselves “ the servants o f the poor sick ” it was imagined
that the sisters attended to the household duties only, with
out taking any part in the care of the children, who were
confided to the superintendent and his wife. The sisters
could not go on in this way, and after a year of many an
noyances and fruitless efforts, they decided to withdraw
and notified the directors at Berlin to that effect. These
gentlemen opposed the departure o f the sisters and offered
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to change the existing system. A new order was estab
lished, according to the suggestions I had given, and after
a formal inspection o f the establishment, at which I was
invited to be present, everything was regulated to the sat
isfaction o f all interested and ever since the house goes on
admirably.
Carden (1904). — A ll connected with the orphanage of
Carden, also situated in this beautiful country of the
Moselle, is most simple. It was formerly directed by the
Sisters of Saint Charles very numerous in the diocese of
Treves, but during the persecution o f 1870-1880, they
were forced to give up the work and to cede it to an old sol
dier and his family. It can readily be surmised that the
administration of the department (arrondissement) to which
the orphanage belongs were not well pleased with this state
o f things, and when the good old couple petitioned to be
relieved, it was with joy that the authorities asked the
Daughters o f Saint Vincent de Paul, who were beginning
to be known and appreciated in the diocese, to take charge
of the establishment.
On November 3, 1904, the first
three sisters conducted by Sister Kratz, then Assistant, as
sumed the direction of the orphanage, which differed widely,
by its great poverty from that o f Wittlich, but where the
population and the fifty children received them with a relig
ious welcome, eloquently expressed by a little feast, such
as the poor village could offer. The sisters, who are now
four in number, work with benediction and strive to cause
the misery of the preceding regime to be forgotten. It is
to be hoped that resources will be furnished for the multi
plication of works in this vast establishment, which in an
cient times was a Benedictine monastery.
A lf (1905 ) — The second house at A lf was opened March
9, 1905. It was intended by the owners of the factories
as a lodging for young girls, that they might be kept in
the right path, but as these, at least the greater number.
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prefer to be free, it is with difficulty that some are induced
to enter the hospice of Saint Joseph. At present nego
tiations are being made to place there, by provincial au
thority, young girls whose education is not attended to by
their parents.
Aix-ln- Chapelle ( 1905).— We will mention the last two
foundations, the first o f which is worthy of special inter
est. On June 15, 1905, a house of education for crippled
children of both sexes, was opened and placed under the
direction of the Daughters of Saint Vincent de Paul.
This is the fourth establishment confided to the Daughters
o f Charity at Aix-la-Ohapelle, where ten years ago the
cornette was known only from a few sisters o f Belgium who
came to the celebrated mineral waters. The Work is de
veloping slowly but surely and is securing as well the
happiness o f the sisters who are engaged in it, as the wel
fare o f the poor crippled children, for whom they labor
with maternal solicitude.
Aix-la-Chapelle (1906).— Finally, the fifth establishment
at Aix-la-Chapelle was opened July 1, 1906. This is a
crècJie, the second house of the kind founded by the ladies
who are inspired with patriotic sentiments, under the au
spices o f the Empress Augusta Victoria, whose name it
bears. Five sisters are devoted to this laborious work.
You will not regret that I am able to add in terminating
this account o f the new foundations that, notwithstanding
some exceptional difficulties caused by the administration,
the house in Berlin is very prosperous. The Daughters of
Charity there preserve the spirit o f piety, regularity, and
simplicity, in spite o f their daily contact with the members
of the highest class of society, represented during the last
weeks by the royal house o f Sweden and the imperial house
o f Germany. While awaiting the establishment for the
poor, promised them in the contract accepting this mag
nificent house, the sisters endeavor to see under their rich
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apparel the poor, in a spiritual sense, and to serve them#
God alone knows how much good they have effected'among
these people, who for the greater number are Protestants
and Jews, by the spectacle their piety and spirit of sacrifice
presents, a spectacle which astonishes the beholders and
often influences and directs their selfish and indifferent
hearts towards God.
Divine Providence, while furnishing us with work also
sends us laborers. W e have been able to clothe with the
holy habit o f the Daughters o f Charity from thirty to
forty sisters each year, and in the coming year, that is in
1907, I think we will have over forty.
Jules S C H R I E R E R ,

DENMARK
T H E M I S S I O N O F H E L S IN G O R ( E L S I N O R E )
W e read in the uMissions Catholiquesu (A ugust 9, 1907): “ Although
we seldom mention the missions of Denmark, the efforts which are being
made in that country to bring back souls of good will, led out of the sheepfold of Rome by Lutheranism, are very interesting and worthy of encour
agement.

W e , therefore, gladly reproduce the following communication

received from Father G u a s ^ ”

The readers o f the Missions Catholiques are already ac
quainted with the foundation o f the Daughters o f Charity
o f Saint Vincent de Paul at Elsinore; it has been de
scribed to them. They will be pleased to learn that it is
now firmly established and begins to effect much good.
I
The manner in which it was decided to found the Mis
sion at Elsinore was truly providential and would appear
incredible if we did not know that God sometimes makes
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use of the most humble instruments to accomplish His de
signs; an infirm sister was, this time, the instrument.
After a number o f difficulties, an establishment o f Daugh
ters of Charity was resolved upon and the locality chosen
was Elsinore or Helsingor, near Copenhagen.
Elsinore is a provincial city o f some importance, situated
on the borders of the Sund, in the midst o f charming nat
ural scenery. To the north and south the sight rests on a
chain o f thickly wooded hills which, with the sea, encircle
the city as a lovely frame. On a little point projecting
into the waters, the old Kronberg, a castle o f the Middle
Ages, overlooks the Sund, a maritime passage o f the great
est importance for the commerce o f the whole world,
for through it about fifty thousand vessels o f all nations
pass each year.
Formerly, the custom house duty which each vessel was
obliged to pay was a source o f revenue to the city and state.
The custom house has been closed and Elsinore to-day
derives its principal support from ship-building and the di
vers industries connected with that work.
Previous to 1536, there were several convents at Elsi
nore; one o f these belonging to the Carmelites, has re
tained its celebrity. From it went forth the famous monk
Helgesen, wTell known in the history o f the Reformation.
Even before the preaching o f Luther, he had denounced
the abuses which had crept into the Church. When Luther
appeared Helgesen joined him, but afterwards severed these
ties when the heresiarch, not content with preaching against
abuses, dared to attack the doctrine o f the Church. From
that time Paul Helgesen became a declared adversary of
Luther and devoted his eloquence, his knowledge, and all
his efforts to the defence o f the Church. Helgesen was
one o f Denmark’s greatest men, this fact Protestants them
selves recognize.
The two Protestant churches o f Elsinore, Saint 01af?s and
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Saint Mary’s, date, as their names indicate, from the time
when Elsinore, was a Catholic city.
A considerable part still remains o f Saint Mary’s Con
vent, for the restoration o f which the State has appropriated
large sums.
About twelve years ago a few Catholic families were
found in Elsinore: a Jesuit priest o f Copenhagen was
charged to go thither from time to time to celebrate Mass
and exercise the pastoral ministry. A chapel was arranged
in an apartment hired for this purpose; or rather in a sec
ond story room which served also as a classroom. A mis
sion station was established at Elsinore by Mgr. von Euch,
^vho placed there as eatechist an old pastor converted to
Catholicity. From November 1902, Mass was regularly
celebrated, on Sundays, every fifteen days, by a priest from
Copenhagen.
II
The Catholic Mission at Elsinore received a strong im
pulsion when Father Wattiez, a priest o f the Mission, and
four Daughters o f Charity arrived there from France,
February 29, 1904. Mgr. von Eueh gave the sisters a
most paternal and benevolent reception and promised an
early visit to their new home. When they arrived at
Elsinore they were objects of curiosity to the inhabitants,
but there was nothing hostile in this curiosity, and the very
next day a journal o f the country wished a cordial wel
come “ to the four French lay sisters.” Their wearing no
veils had given rise to the term “ lay sisters.”
Fifteen days latter, the same journal remarked : “ the
Daughters o f Charity, as the name indicates, have but one
benevolent aim, the relief o f the unfortunate,” and that
they had been seen “ modestly passing through the streets
with their marvellous head-dress, the cornette, hanging
down on their shoulders.” The picture was well drawn for
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the cornette did hang 011 their shoulders because o f the
dampness of the climate.
Profiting by these friendly dispositions, the Sisters set
to work. The humble chapel, ornamented by them, be
came a kind o f parish church. An ouvroir was opened
for little girls; a dispensary for the poof. Visits to the
sick in their homes and lessons in the French language
followed.
The chapel has been located in a rented villa, 17 Marienlyst Alle6: there the Holy Sacrifice o f Mass is offered
every day.
The chapel, a mere shed, is unfortunately too small, and
before long will not answer the needs o f the parish which
is developing. During the summer, especially, the necessity
of more extensive accommodations is felt as a number of
Catholic families come to spend the several months at their
country homes in the environs o f Elsinore, or at the grand
hotel situated on the seashore.
*
* *
Rev. A . Wattiez, of whom mention has been made previously, addressed
to Rev. Father Villette, Procurator General of the Congregation, the
following details :
Helsingor, July 24, 1907.

I hasten to communicate my impressions at the close of
Charity Bazaar, held in the house of the Sisters o f Saint
Vincent de Paul, on the twenty-second and twenty-third
o f July. It was a beautiful manifestation o f sympathy in
favor of the Daughters o f Charity, and attested the consid
eration and esteem in which they are held at Elsinore.
The results have far surpassed their hopes. Protestants, as
well as Catholics, contributed to the success o f the bazaar
by donations o f money or articles to be sold, and by the
purchases that they made.
The first day the Princess Marie came herself to sell the
flowers which she had sent as a gifi to the bazaar, and af
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Sister Servant nearly sixty dollars for the flowers dhe had
sold. The different tables were taken in charge by dis
tinguished ladies o f Copenhagen and Elsinore. After de
ducting expenses, the net profits amounted to about four
hundred dollars: this is quite a success.
I send you a clipping from an Elsinore paper in which
one o f the most distinguished men o f the place expresses
his appreciation o f the work done by the Daughters of
Charity in this city. For my part, I am agreeably surprised
that such an article should be published by a Protestant
writer. This is the article;
B A ZA A R FOR THE SISTERS.
Monday and Tuesday, the Sisters of Saint Tincent de l^aul trill hold a
bazaar in their house, Nygade, 8. This is an opportune occasion for tes^
tifying our sympathy with these devoted ladies by sending them fine and
useful objects, such as we ourselves would like to win in a tombola, and by
going to visit the bazaar.
I believe these ladies deserve that sympathy be shown them in this city
and its environs, as a grateful recognition of their work of charity and
devoted ness in our midst. We are not accustomed, in our times, to live
with elect souls ( fine spoele ). W e are, for the greater number, very much
occupied with providing for our own wants, securing our material exist
ence and in rendering our life as agreeable as possible. In the society
wherein we live, it has gradually become the proper thing, not only to
provide first of all for oneself but, if it be necessary, to crush one's fellow
beings to maintain oneself,.,But there are still some noble souls who judge
differently. Souls who heal and bind the wounds, where others injure or
overpower their fellow laborers; souls who do not question to what party
such a one belongs, but who behold only human beings like themselves
in need of succor. Even though we are captives to our personal interests
and too much attached to this material world and our own selfishness, let
us show that we understand and appreciate those who do not abandon
themselves to such egotism.
Let us show the French Sisters that we admire them because they de
vote their lives to works of mercy and the love of their neighbor. They
could have lived in France in the broad daylight, often in sumptuous resi
dences, or in their native city surrounded by luxury and attention (for
those we know were distinguished ladies of the world), but they felt at-
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tracted by something higher, by that something which we feel in our
better moments without having the courage to follow its promptings.
They have allowed themselves to be elevated, and now they wish to raise
others by charity.
Many among us will sacrifice for this bazaar, some object of value in
order to aid the poor and sick, but these ladies have sacrificed their home,
their life, their worldly interests. Let us take advantage of this occasion to
show that we admire them, that we thank them for their charity to our
poor and sick, and let us sustain with all the means in our power their
philanthropic work.
Alexander S u e d s t r u p .
(Taken from the Nordsjoelland, Saturday, July 20, 1907.)

Our new house is being rapidly built. The cupola was
reached on the feast o f Saint Vincent de Paul and the
Danish flag was hoisted; we hope to be able to occupy it
in the beginning o f October.
Auguste W a t t i e z .

SPAIN
H IS T O R IC A L NOTES
ON T H E

SEMINARY OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION
OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
SEMINARY OF THE DIOCESE OF BARBASTRO
Extract from the History o f the most noble city o f Barbastro, written by
Doctor Saturno Lopez Novoa, Priest and Rector (Annals o f the Mission)
Spanish edition, 1906, p. 317 to 327.

Humanity is greatly indebted to the enlightened zeal of
that man o f God, Saint Viucent de Paul, the founder of
admirable works o f charity which are an honor to the
Church. Among the institutions established by him, we
wish to mention that o f the Congregation o f Missionary
Priests. The end o f this institute is, to evangelize the
poor country people and to give spiritual exercises to the
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ordinands or to laics who desire to make a retreat in order
to consider seriously the affairs o f their salvation.
It was only in the eighteenth century that this Congre
gation made its appearance in Spain, but it afterwards
spread throughout almost the whole kingdom. Under the
administration of Mgr. Padilla, 1718, Rev. Francisco
Ferrer y Paul, a priest full of zeal, founded a seminary for
the formation o f the clergy in the church o f Notre Dame
de la Bella de Castejon del Puente about seven and a half
miles from Barbastro. This seminary was the progenitor
and model o f all the others. Its last director was Rev,
Domingo y Boija, originally of Naval ; left alone without
confrères and having no hope of finding colaborers desirous
o f joining him to continue the work, he constituted the
Congregation o f the Mission heir o f his property on con
dition, as is indicated in his will signed November 9, 1750,
that the Priests o f the Mission would continue to govern
and direct the seminary o f la Bella, or establish another
in the diocese o f Barbastro.
Father Forres having died shortly after, the bishop,
Mgr. Fray Juan Ladron de Guevara, addressed himself to
the Congregation o f the Priests o f Saint Vincent de Paul
at Barcelona, asking for two priests for the Seminary o f
Notre Dame de la Bella. The request was granted by the
Superior General and two Missionaries were sent to Notre
Dame de la Bella; they took possession o f the house April
2,1752.
Seven years after, having secured the necessary permis
sions from the bishop and the Great Council of Castile, the
Missionaries removed to the episcopal city o f Barbastro
and the seminary o f Notre Dame de la; Bella was trans
ferred to that city and established in the ancient convent
of the Capuchins, April 17, 1759.
The new church was begun October 10, 1768, the first
stone being laid by the bishop, Mgr. Perodes. The church
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was consecrated by his successor, Mgr. Juan Manuel Cor
nel, October 19, 1777.
At all times, the seminary had many distinguished ben
efactors who deserve a special mention, among others
Mme. Rosa Maria de Castro, Countess o f Lemos, widow of
Guillerno de Moneadas, Marquis o f A y tona. This ben
efactress used all her influence to obtain from the council of
the king the transfer o f the priests of La Bella to Barbas*
tro; moreover, she donated thirty thousand ducats for the
building o f the church and twenty thousand for the main
tenance o f the Missionaries, without any other condition
but the annual celebration o f an anniversary, and a mission
given from time to time on her estate.
She also donated ornaments for the church and a precious
altar screen from her own oratory; this served as a model
for another which the Countess and her husband pre
sented to the church o f Notre Dame del Pilar , of Saragossa.
The seminary o f Barbastro became one o f the finest in
the kingdom. It possessed an income which served not
only to maintain the house, but likewise defrayed the ex
penses of persons who came at different times during the
year to make a retreat and from whom no compensation
was exacted. The building itself is large and beautiful;
there are three galleries with vaulted arches almost one hundred ninety-seven feet in length by thirteen feet in width;
the rooms are spacious and well ventilated, exposed to the
sun, and affording a view o f the surrounding country. The
church, which forms one single nave in cut stone, is over
one thousand one hundred eighteen feet long by five hun
dred fifty-one feet wide; it contains six chapels, three
on each side, separated one from the other by a graceful
arch as well as, from the choir and the stalls which are in
the centre. An elegant cupola, ornamented with frescoes
crowns the structure which presents an ensemble capable of
attracting the attention o f visitors.
3
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The personnel of the seminary was composed ordinarily
o f eight priests and four brothers who followed the rules of
their institute. They taught moral theology with great
advantage for the diocese, and they continued to render
important services until the departure o f the missiona
ries in 1836, when they were forced to leave the house.
At that epoch the house was despoiled, little by little, of
all it contained, and, finally, was made use o f for particu
lar purposes, even the church which was utilized as a store.
In consequence, the public instruction which had formerly
been given by the priests was considerably reduced and
met the same fate as other establishments o f learning.
The seminary having been restored in the lapse of time
to the diocese, there was question o f re-establishing a course
o f philosophy and theology, but the want o f resources to
realize this project retarded its execution. Moreover, the
building had been considerably damaged and many repairs
were necessary. This condition lasted until the close o f the
year 1853.
It was then that Rev. Basilio Gil Bueno, dean o f the
church of Barbastro and professor in theology, again took
up the question. It seemed to him that it would not be
difficult to restore the seminary, with the support promised
by some influential members o f the congregation, and he
imparted his ideas on the subject to His Lordship, Mgr.
Jaime Fort y Puig. The bishop who shared the senti
ments of the dean, gave him a favorable hearing and, more
over, charged him to execute the work in whatever man
ner appeared to him best. One o f the first persons to whom
Father Gil communicated his praiseworthy project was a
very charitable man, Mr. Pablo Saun y Palacin, a property
holder o f the city, from whom Father Gill hoped to obtain
all necessary resources. His hope was realized for this gen
erous man contributed a large amount towards the impor
tant work : he took upon himself the greater part o f the ex

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

34

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
— 469 —
pense, being interested, he said, in the restoration o f a house
for whose construction his uncle had formerly given a con
siderable sum, ten thousand duros (over ten thousand dol
lars).
Relying on this support and that offered by the munic
ipal council, and depending besides on other promised aid,
the work o f restoration was commenced with the hope
that in a few months it would be sufficiently advanced to
permit the taking possession o f that part of the building
destined for the seminary. In this confidence the statutes
for the direction o f the establishment were drawn up, as
well as the regulations, which were conformed to the pre
scriptions o f the Council o f Trent and to the usages es
tablished in other seminaries. The bishop nominated the
directors and professors.
October 1, 1854, had been selected for the opening, which
was celebrated with the greatest solemnity and was honored
by the presence o f the venerable prelate, several members
o f the senate, and some officials; other distinguished persons also attended the ceremony, as well as a large con
course o f faithful who manifested much joy on beholding
the house o f Saint Vincent de Paul occupied once again
by young students who could prepare themselves in retreat,
by study and prayer, for their ministry and thus promise
to render valuable service to the Church and State.
After the Gospel of the Mass of the Holy Ghost, chanted
by the choir, the Reverend Dean, Father Basilio Gil Bueno,
mounted the pulpit. He had valiantly labored to over
come all obstacles that opposed the restoration o f the sem
inary and by his zeal and constancy had triumphed over
all difficulties. In a discourse full of unction and emotion
he traced the history of seminaries from their origin; he
showed their necessity, their utility, and closed by return
ing thanks to all who had aided by their concurrence and
co-operation in so important a work.
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More than onee, we beheld tears falling from the eyes
of the venerable bishop who had looked forward to this
day with longing aspirations.
The seminary followed its regular course with much
fruit and benediction until the year 1856, when the teach
ing of philosophy and theology was suppressed. Besides
these painful trials, the seminary o f Barbastro was destined
to encounter many others. Notwithstanding all this, the
energetic firmness and prudence with which Rev. Gil Bue
no knew how to conduct himself in perplexing circum
stances, succeeded in overcoming all obstacles. Since the
death o f the bishop which happened in October 1855, Rev.
Gil Bueno had been charged with the government of the
diocese.
After triumphing over these difficulties he re-established
a complete course, and at the same time improved the ma
terial condition of the house. The seminary, once more
restored, is able at present to comply satisfactorily with all
the conditions required o f an establishment where young
clerics are prepared for the priesthood.
The zeal o f the capitulary vicar did not, however, rest
here; he made every possible effort to place the seminary
on an equal footing with other institutions o f the same
kind, and to attain this end he procured experienced di
rectors and learned professors; he organized the course of
instruction in such a manner that it now embraces all
branches o f science, while the system followed is such that
it produces the happiest results. The best proof of this is
that some o f the students having completed their course in
the seminary and received the highest degrees, occupy today,
in a most creditable manner, chairs in the same seminary.
Others have become pastors in the churches o f the diocese
or elsewhere, and distinguished men are to be found among
those formerly intern or extern students, who, after termin
ating their studies, at present occupy a position in the world
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wherein they will no doubt render, at some future time,
valuable service to the Church and State.
COLLEGE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
AT BARBASTRO

In Spain, and in those countries where the Spanish
tongue is used, the name “ college” is given to educational
establishments for girls as well as to those for boys.— The
following information is taken from the aforementioned
work.
The institution o f the Congregation o f the Daughters of
Charity is7due to the zeal o f Saint Vincent de Paul, who
founded it in 1633.
The end o f this institution is the service o f the sick in
hospitals; the care o f orphans and o f foundlings, and the
instruction o f young girls in Christian Doctrine and in
the works proper to their state and sex. In founding this
congregation, the great apostle o f charity seems to have
had in view the uniting o f the works of mercy, spiritual
as well as corporal, by which men can become useful to
their neighbor.
Properly speaking, the Daughters of
Charity are not religious. At the end of their novitiate
they make, for one year only, the vows o f obedience, pov
erty, chastity, and that o f service o f the poor ; and when
that time is passed they must renew their vows each year
if they wish to persevere in their vocation. By this pru
dent legislation, their holy founder has wished, no doubt,
to avoid the grave inconveniences which might result from
their life in the world in the midst o f dangers, and in the
performance o f works so delicate and so painful.
Their Rules above all contribute to preserve them and
aid them to secure their salvation in that sort of life.
Among others those which prescribe mental prayer every
day, spiritual exercises during, ten days each year, fréquen
tation o f the sacraments, the common life, and in fine, re3*

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

37

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N
— 472 —
treat and recollection, as often as these are sanctioned by
obedience.
With such powerful means, they preserve
everywhere their good reputation, and the esteem they en
joy is augmented by the exactitude and zeal with which
they discharge their delicate and laborious duties.
The development o f the Congregation o f the Daughters
o f Charity was so rapid in France, in Sweden, and in Po
land, that, according to the author o f a Life of Saint
Vincent de Paul, it possessed in 1730, over three hundred
houses. However, notwithstanding this extension, the Con
gregation was not known in Spain at that time except
from the reports o f travelers who had beheld the important
services rendered by the Daughters o f Charity in other
countries. The moment at last arrived when Catholic
Spain was to be favored with so benevolent an institution.
Among the first who had at heart the realization of this
desire, was the virtuous Canon o f Barbastro, Rev. Antonio
Jimenez who, in 1783, gave his property for the foundation
of a college for young girls in that city, to be under the
care o f the Daughters o f Charity. While a petition to
this effect was being presented to the king, and the neces
sary measures were taken for the foundation, the Priests
of the Mission established at Barbastro, who ardently de
sired the introduction o f the Daughters o f Charity into
Spain, sent to Paris, six young ladies o f whom four were
natives of Catalonia, and two o f Aragon. These last were
Marie Blanc, o f Barbastro, and Manuela Lecina, of Besians. They went to Paris for their novitiate and after be
ing thoroughly instructed in the practices o f their insti
tute, they were to be placed, some at Barbastro, others in
the hospital at Barcelona, where they had been asked for
at the same time. On their return to Spain, in 1790, they
were installed in the said hospital, but finding that the
rules would not permit them to comply with the conditions
imposed by the administrators o f the establishment, they
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withdrew shortly after their arrival. The two sisters from
Aragon retired into a convent at Sigena where they*were
cordially received and where they remained while waiting
the time when they would be able to establish the aisel ves
at Barbas tro.
The royal authorization having been granted in 1792,
foundations were begun at the same time, at Barbastro,
Lérida, and Reus. These three permits were granted
through the mediation o f His Excellency the Count of
Aranda, Minister o f the Interior, who when ambassador at
Paris, had occasion to become acquainted with the great
advantages procured by the Daughters o f Charity to all
the people amongst whoín they are established.
The legacy o f Canon Jimenez did not suffice to defray
the expenses o f the establishment and maintain the sisters,
nor was the house destined to serve as a college commodious enough to accommodate sisters and pupils. On. the
other hand, the number o f young girls seeking admission
was so great that in order to respond to the demands of the
people it was found necessary to have recourse to the su
preme council o f Castile. This petition was favorably re
ceived and the sum o f forty thousand reaux (one thousand
nine hundred fifty dollars) was appropriated for the pur
chase o f a suitable house, and four thousand forty reaux
( about one hundred ninety-seven dollars), each year, for
the maintenance o f the six Sisters. A contract was drawn
up which fixed the duties and obligations o f both parties.
This contract Avas approved by the council o f the king,
who took the house o f the Daughters o f Charity under
his immediate protection by a decree published at Madrid,
August 9, 1799.
The following year, five sisters, having at their head Sis
ter Manuela Lecina, left Barbastro for Madrid. Later,
according to the testimony o f Rev. Ramon de Huesca,
eight sisters, destined like the first sisters for the care o f
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the foundlings left Barbastro for the capital. In 1805, an
other foundation was made at Pamplona and since, several
in other parts o f the kingdom.
The Daughters o f Charity at Barbastro, six in number,
are occupied in teaching; they have both intern and extern
pupils. The former are admitted from the age of seven
to sixteen years; .besides receiving religious instructions,
they are taught reading, writing, arithmetic and grammar,
as also the elements of history, and politeness. They learn
besides to sew, iron, embroider and, in their free moments,
divers kinds o f useful and agreeable things; finally, those
who wish to do so, study music and drawing.
The intern pupils are entirely separated from those at
tending the extern classes and are taught by special ¿teach
ers who, under the direction o f the superioress o f the col
lege, endeavor to give "them a moral and social education
without neglecting anything that may contribute to fit them
for their position in society.
The school for extern pupils has ordinarly an attendance
o f three hundred young girls, divided into three classes, each
o f which is subdivided into four sections. These children
learn reading, writing, and ^simple arithmetic; they are al
so trained in domestic duties and to do plain sewing.
Such are the important services rendered to society by
the Daughters o f Charity. It is to them that many fath
ers o f family are indebted for the religious spirit and wellfinished education o f their daughters, while many husbands
may trace back to the kindness and excellent training of
the Sisters the virtues o f their wives.
Every one knows how zealous the Daughters o f Charity
are with regard to the sick they visit, and it is with good
reason that they have been called “ angels o f charitv.” 1
1 A t present (1 9 06 ,) there are in this house of Barbastro, fifteen Daughters
of Charity. The pupils educated there include thirty-four boarders, thirty
extern pay pupils, and four hundred children who attend the municipal
schools.
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ECU A

Letter addressed to R e v . E

ladio

A

r n a iz,

Provincial

Visitor of the Congregation of the Mission, Madrid.
( Annals , Spanish edition, 1907, p. 388.)
Luisiana, February 16, 1907.

Eight days ago, after receiving the blessing of our es
teemed Superior, Father Blanco, we left our house at Ecija
and directed our steps towards the village of Luisiana.
The reception we received on our arrival was cold and
indifferent; I was about to add, rather ridiculous.
The pastor, the mayor, the judge, the sacristan, and the
altar boys, came to meet and welcome us. We passed
through the streets and squares without anybody’s taking
the least notice o f us. The pastor was singing in a loud
voice the Litany o f the Saints to which we, to speak truly,
responded with some difficulty as we could scarcely re
frain from laughing, realizing as we did that our actions
must appear strange, perhaps indeed like those o f persons
a little demented.
The nearer we approached the church, the more the pastor
seemed to become inspired with his litany; the bells were
ringing as on grand feast days; but no one joined us ; we
walked by ourselves, singing away with the pastor, the
mayor, and the sacristan.
At the entrance o f the church, one o f the three who ac
companied us said to me: u Gentlemen, you must not be
surprised, but there cannot be any more enthusiasm.” I
answered him that evidently the enthusiasm was very mod
erate and that I had never seen the like during the eigh
teen years that I had given missions in Spain.
After entering the church, I addressed a few words to the
ten or twelve persons who were listening to me and in this
wise the mission continued the first two days. It is probable
we should have done nothing more, were it not that on the
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third day we assembled twenty boys and as many girls.
With these forty children, the professor who taught the
boys, and the teacher o f the girls, we went out, led by the
pastor, and walked through the streets reciting the rosary
and singingas loud as we could the A re Maria and hymns
o f the mission. This procession took place at night; six chil
dren bore large colored lanterns and the altar boys carried
two bells which they rang vigorously. From time to time
Father Rodriguez called out: “ Gentlemen, come to the mis
sion, come to the mission!” His words were echoed and re
echoed through the streets and squares.
The following night more than two hundred persons
came to the mission; the day after, there were more than
three hundred.
I must tell you that the people o f Luisiana, which is one
o f the colonies founded by Charles II I., are o f German
and Flemish extraction. It w^ould be impossible to tell
what theories they hold in matters of religion; all that I
can say is that they are profound materialists and fright
fully indifferent. What the pastor has seen in the way o f
indifference during the four years he has had charge of
this parish, is almost incredible. Moreover, these people
are entirely taken up with politics.
The first night that we were able to assemble two hun
dred adults, I tried to convince them that we had nothing
to do with the different parties, that we were not engaged
in political work, but that we preached and sustained the
great principles o f justice and o f truth, which belong not
alone to Spain but to the entire world, and extend to all
nations; that our war cry is: “ Long live the religion o f
Jesus Christ! Long live equity in the government and
states! Long live truth in the education o f the people!
Long live charity and love among men! W7e wage war
against sin, I told them, but we absolve the contrite sin-
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pardon the usurer who repents.
Now the people have changed their attitude in our re
gard ; they listen to us with eagerness and the church is so
crowded that it is difficult to enter. We hope to hear many
confessions. At first sight, the act of screaming through
the streets to arouse the people seemed like folly, but saints
have used extraordinary means to attain the same end, and
in this case, it has proved to be successful.
We beg you to recommend us to the fervent prayers of
the Community: we have need o f them more than the other
Missionaries, because there is so much indifference and
moral misery in this little country.
Jose M. R o d r i g u e z ,
Rufino O s a b a ,
Priests of the Mission.
M A D R ID
Letter from Sister R
Honored Mother K

avau d

ie f f e r

,

Daughter of Charity, to Most

,
Madrid, Hospederia del Patrocinio
de Maria; May 26, 1907.

Our work, one o f the most humble and least known in
Madrid, is developing, little by little, under the care of Di
vine Providence. As is the case with all works in the be
ginning, difficulties are not wanting, but this it seems, is a
good sign; we would then be ungracious to complain.
You know, Most Honored Mother, that the object o f our
hospederia (or hotel) is to give shelter to young girls who
come to Madrid seeking employment. Those who have
neither relatives nor friends here are exposed to many dan1.
The institutions distinguished as Hospederia in Spain are known
elsewhere under different titles; in Switzerland they are called Houses o f
Reception, elsewhere 1‘ H om esn (that is house of the family), in France,
they say “ bonnes gardes ” but to-day this term is commonly replaced by
the more simple and better understood title of Association f o r Young
Working Girls.
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gers, for conditions are the same in many respects as in
other large cities.
We receive the young girls gratuitously and when we are
apprised o f their arrival in time to do so, we send some
one to meet them at the station. It often happens that young
girls are brought to us by charitable persons. We keep
them long enough to find out for what kind o f work they
are best adapted and then place them in good families, either
as maids or servants. Every Sunday they come to the hospedema ; a pious instruction is given them by the director of the
work, after which they have recreation. They tell us about
any troubles or annoyances they may have and we do what
we can to help them. These young girls know that they will
find here help and advice, and in case o f need, protection.
Although the home has been in existence only four years,
it has sheltered over eight hundred girls who have all been
placed in situations. This number is relatively small, and
yet it is quite large when we consider our limited resources,
for we have no assured income and live from day to day.
Our preoccupying consideration at present is that the
house we now occupy is for sale. Few buyers present
themselves because o f the exorbitant demands of the owner;
the ladies belonging to our committee had thought of buy
ing, but the fact that the price asked is so high may prevent
their doing so; besides, these ladies have other works de
pending on them, for here, as everywhere, it is the same
purses that are always taxed.
W e are confident that our heavenly Mother, who is the
patroness of our work, will withdraw us from our embar
rassing position and inspire some good souls to come to our
aid.
Our ouvroir is doing very well. We had our share in
preparing the layette o f the royal infant, and Her Majesty
the Queen had the kindness to send us word, by one of her
ladies o f honor, that she was well pleased with the work
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done at the hospedería. This is an encouragement for us.
When the royal family pass in front o f our windows,
every Saturday, on their way to the Church del Buen Suecessoy where they assist at the chanting of the Salve Regina,
Her Majesty the Queen, and her daughter, the Infanta Ma
ria Theresa, never fail wrhen they see the cornette, to wave
their hands, an amiable and much appreciated recognition.
Another branch o f the work, not less interesting, is that
of the governesses, who are quite numerous in Madrid.
For the sum o f three pesetas (about sixty cents) per day,
they find board and lodging here, while waiting for employ
ment. The best families address themselves to communities,
preferably to other places, when they wish to engage a gov
erness who can furnish good references. W e have had the
satisfaction o f securing places for a great number, French,
English, and German.
At present our excellent president, the Marchioness de la
Mina, in concert with a Jesuit father, is trying to establish
an association for these teachers which will meet twice a
month. The poor girls would derive great benefit from
such meetings, if they can be made practicable. They real
ly need to be sustained and encouraged in work which is
not always easy, and in the performance o f which they some
times encounter great difficulties.
I do not know if I have told you, Most Honored Mother,
that among the ladies composing the committee there are
several belonging to the A postolate o f the Sacred Heart.
These ladies, who are called Ladies o f Christian Doc
trine, go twice a week to catechise the poor in remote quar
ters of M adrid. There are four groups in this city. Each
group comprises several thousand poor o f both sexes.
These poor are divided into sections, each lady has her own
section and also her ensign, a small banner representing
the Sacred Heart, or the Blessed Virgin under one o f the
many titles given her in Spain. At an appointed signal the
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banners are waved and carried out of the immense hall
where the poor are assembled, then each section gathers
around its particular banner to hear the explanation o f cate
chism given by the charitable señora.
As the pavilion for the fourth group is not finished, we
have the consolation o f receiving here some o f these poor
people. A large glass hall which formerly served as store
room, has been repaired, a temporary altar erected, and eve
ry Sunday at half past ten o’clock nearly four hundred poor
assist at Holy Mass. Three or four ladies preside; we
help them as best we can. You understand, Most Honored
Mother, the poor are our portion and in their midst we are
in our element. At the approach o f the Feast o f Pen
tecost they are given a mission and they come here for con
fession and H oly Communion. This year they numbered
over eight hundred. Our garden presented a strange scene;
here and there, at a short distance from each other, were the
groups, each with its banner and the presiding lady o f the
section. There were twenty confessionals in the house, one
in every corner, even in the corridors which are large. A
Jesuit father heard the deaf in a separate room but, as he
is also afflicted with the same infirmity, it is hard to tell who
screamed louder. A t times, many interesting little inci
dents fell under our observation.
The next day, Saturday, eve o f Pentecost, the Señoritas
del Arco, directresses o f the groups, and who are also vice
president and treasurer o f the hospederia, the soul o f our
work by their zeal and devotedness, were at our door at
half-past three, accompanied by some poor people came to
assist at the first Mass which was to be celebrated at four
o’clock. Three other Masses followed, during which the
ladies sang hymns appropriate to the occasion.
How touching it is to see these ladies devote themselves
so zealously to the work o f making our good God known
and loved by so many poor souls! I f you could see, Most
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Honored Mother, how simply they dress when they go to
these poor people! They all have this delicate consideration,
and yet they belong to the highest aristocracy. May our
Lord bless them!
This long letter will give you an idea o f what your
Daughters o f the hospedería are doing. I do not wish to
conclude without assuring you o f our respectful, filial, and
constant remembrance o f you to our Lord and our Im
maculate Mother.
Sister R a v a u d .
N o t e — For

information about works of this kind, so successfully directed

by the Daughters of Charity, see Annals , 1903, pages 363, 368.

IRELAND
The following notes on the foundation and development of the works of
the Congregation of the Mission in Ireland, are but a continuation of
those recently published in the Annals on the relations of St. Vincent with
Ireland and Scotland.
The Priests of the Mission had come to London in the reign of James
II., King of England, but on the downfall of that monarch, they returned
to France. The Congregation was re-established in Ireland, in 1839, dur
ing the generalship of Father Nozo; in England in 1853, during that of
Father J. B. Etienne; and in Scotland, in 1860, also under Father Etienne.
To the notes sent us we will add only some fragments of the Circulars
of the Superiors General, which refer to Ireland. These Circulars are a
source of valuable information.

T H E C O N G R E G A TIO N O F T H E M ISSION
IN IR E L A N D

HISTORICAL NOTES
B Y R E V . JAMES CA R PE N TE R , C. M .,

(1906)

The desire has been expressed that some short notices
would appear in our Annals regarding the inception and
progress o f the Congregation o f the Mission in this Prov-
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luce. It should be a matter o f interest to the whole Congre
gation, to learn a little more about its spread, and the ways,
quite providential, by which it was accomplished. Nor is the
preparation o f such a notice a task o f any difficulty in Ire
land, for, before me is a somewhat lengthy account o f the
principal houses, left by the late Father McNamara, C. M.
who had a leading part in the works he describes.
T H E ORIGIJST

It is scarcely necessary to say that the Congregation of
the Mission was well and favorably known in Ireland, in
the time o f our holy Founder himself. The labors o f his
Sons in Limerick, and elsewhere, still live in memory;—
memory which was kept alive by the residence early in the
last century o f Father Ferris, C. M. in the National Col
lege o f Maynooth.
He came as a refugee, and held the position, first o f
dean and then o f professor in theology. He was beloved bv
the students, many of whom cherished and brought with
them from the college, a copy o f his portrait. He died 'in
the year 1809, and his remains were laid in the parish cem
etery, till, by the care of Father O Callaghan, C. M., at
present Superior in Cork, they were translated in 1875, to
Castleknock, where they now repose with his confreres.
About two hundred years had passed since the institution
o f Missions, before any Province, or even house o f the Con
gregation, was established in these “ Isles o f the North” r
The Missions were working wonders in France and in
other countries o f Europe, while they were not even
thought of in Catholic Ireland.
For that long period and longer, Catholicity was under
a ban; and, if gradually, the persecuting laws were modi
fied, or repealed, the churches were not restored to their
rightful owners. They might indeed erect churches or chap
els if they chose; and this they spared neither time norinon-
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ey in doing. Early in the last century, when the want of
church-accommodation was partially supplied, the desire
was entertained by some leading ecclesiastics, of having the
Vincentians, or some similar institute established as Mis»
sioners amongst them. Those wrere Father Fitzgerald, O. P I
the President o f Carlow College; the well-known Dr. Doyle
( “ J. K* L. ” )} Bishop o f Kildare and Leighlin, who had
seen them in Coimbra; and Dr. Maher of Dublin, who had
lived with them at Monte-Citorio. Their attempts, how
ever, fell through; God’s time had not yet arrived. But
what the dignitaries, favorably disposed and earnest as they
manifestly were, failed to accomplish, was soon to be
brought about by other agencies.
Certain events followed, the consequences o f which are
summed up in the passages we are about to quote from the
Circulars o f the Superiors General. On resuming our nar
rative we will enter into the detail o f these events.
In his circular o f January 1, 1840, Father J. B. Nozo
writes thus: “ The founders and directors o f a preparatory
seminary in Dublin, having petitioned to become associated
with us, and their establishment united to the little Congre
gation, we have, after mature deliberation, decided to grant
their frequently reiterated request. Fathers Dowley and
Kickam, who at present, are at the head o f this seminary,
came here and spent six months as novices in our intern
seminary. They gave great edification by their good ex
ample and showed unmistakable signs of having a vocation
to our holy state. On returning to their native country
where the affairs o f their establishment required their pre
sence, they sent us another seminarian endowed with the
best qualifications, who is now fervently following all the
exercises with our other students.
“ If, as we have reason to hope, this union is consolidated, it
will .prove most advantageous to Ireland, procuring for that
country the benefit o f the missions, whilst at the same time it
4
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will be an aid for us as several of our houses are in need
of English speaking Missionaries.” — Circulars Vol. II., p.
319.
And in his Circular of January 1, 1841, Father Nozo,
again writes:
“ W e can now say that we have an establishment in Ire
land. This people o f Ireland, once visited by Mission
aries sent by our Blessed Founder to oppose the fanaticism
of Cromwell, always preserved the remembrance o f the
services rendered them by the zealous apostles.
“ In recent times a society was formed under the title o f
Priests o f St. Vincent; these pious ecclesiastics tried to im
itate the virtues o f their holy patron and to be penetrated
with his spirit o f zeal and charity. Having heard of the
progress o f the Congregation, they conceived the plan o f
associating themselves to it, and wrote to us on the subject.
The correspondence opened between them and us deter
mined the Superior to come to Paris with one o f his priests.
“ When he understood the end for which our Congregation
was established, he petitioned to be admitted, with his co
laborers, into the Company. After sojourning among us,
long enough to become fully acquainted with and formed
to the practice of the Rules, he returned to his Irish con
freres to instruct them in the customs o f the Congregation.
But this means appearing to them insufficient, they asked
that one of our confreres be sent to them in order to initi
ate them the better into the spirit o f our Institute. We
deputed for this purpose one o f our Missionaries who re
mained several months with them, and if these pious ec
clesiastics had cause to congratulate themselves on the guide
sent to lead them in their new career, our zealous and wor
thy confrere had, in his turn, ample reason to be pleased
and edified by the happy dispositions o f these new disciples
o f Saint Vincent. This year God has abundantly blessed
their house, by sending them a great number o f postulants,
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prosper in Ireland. Besides directing the seminary, at
present filled with promising subjects, these confrères have
charge o f Saint Peter’s Church, near Dublin. Thither,
from all parts, flock the people who usually seek pastors
worthy o f their confidence and who like to listen to sim
ple sermons that touch the heart. Several confraternities
have been established in this church and these powerfully
contribute to the glory o f God and the salvation o f souls.
Thus does St. Vincent accomplish, through his children, the
prophecy he uttered two centuries ago, when, writing to
one o f his Missionaries, at the time Cromwell caused the
Catholics to be massacred, he said: The blood o f these
Martyrs will not remain unproductive before God; it will
be as seed from which, sooner or later, will spring forth new
Catholics.” — Circulars Vol. II., p. 522.
W e will now return to the origin and give the history of
subsequent events, the results o f which, we at present
behold.
In the year 1832, four young men, nearing the end of
their studies at Maynooth, after much and serious compar
ing o f notes, agreed on two things—the dangers o f the or
dinary ministry and the importance o f working for God’s
glory and the salvation o f souls. Their names are deserv
ing o f record; they w'ere Messrs. Lynch, Kendrick, Rey
nolds, and Burke, all o f the archdiocese o f Dublin. To re
alize the twofold object o f their thoughts, they saw nothing
better than a life in common; but, asw+as right, they sought
advice on the important subject. Taking the senior dean
and one o f the professors into their confidence; their atten
tion was directed to the Congregation o f the Mission. The
suggestion pleased and was warmly taken up; but a diffi
culty soon confronted them. They were young and needed
some person o f experience to be their head. This difficulty,
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Providence that directed their every step.
1. Having had more than a suspicion that their friend the
Dean ( Dowlev) was moved by the same spirit as they were
themselves, overtures were made to him by the young
acephalous body. About this time, the Dean was promoted
to the office o f vice president in the great college, yet he
declined the position, and relinquishing all its advantages,
placed himself at the disposal o f his young friends, and
above and before all, at the disposal o f divine Providence.
2. Two other accessions were made to the little company :
one a Mr. McCan, a young gentleman o f property, who
had just completed his ecclesiastical studies at Carlow ; the
other was a friend and class-fellow o f Mr. Lynch’s at Maynooth, no other than Mr. McNamara, whose notes are be
fore me. O f himself he says little, the situation was em
barrassing; but we may now say that he was indeed an
acquisition. For whatever o f success has attended the mis
sions and the other works o f the Congregation in Ireland,
was, under God, mainly due to his organizing powers. He
will be remembered in Paris, as the late rector o f the Irish
College.
With these important increments to the little body, they
felt in a position to do some work, not yet indeed mission
ary work, their ultimate object, but work that while other
wise useful, would serve as a preparation for the missions.
And so they bethought themselves o f opening a lay col
lege for day boys, in the city. The project was blessed by
the archbishop, Doctor Murray, who also gave them charge
of a chapel in the Phibsboro district,of the parish o f Saint
Paul, promising a foundation, which was afterwards made
good, for two missions annually to the archdiocese. For
the time being this college served as a make-shift for a little
seminary. But this state o f things was not to be o f long
duration, for a brighter prospect opened out before them.
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SA IN T -V IN C E K t ’ s COLLEGE.— CASTLEKNOCK
First Establishment of the Congregation in ireland, 1839.

The dwelling house and demesne of Castleknock, a his
toric site, came into the market, and was purchased. Away from the distractions of the city—about four miles—
the archbishop saw in it a suitable place for his prepara
tory seminary, and required his young students to be edu
cated there. One or two of the other bishops followed, to
some extent at least, the example of His Grace.
This
college was opened in 1835, and about the same date, prob
ably some time after, that in the city was closed.
The charge of this college with that of the church in
the city, would seem to be sufficient for their number and
their zeal; yet they could not lose sight of the missions
for which they had banded themselves together. Indeed,
as a beginning, they gave missions in the three churches of
the parish in which they were then living; while the lit
tle church in the city was overcrowded by congregations
drawn by their simple manner of preaching which they
called instructions. Here was a standing mission; for they
preached up general confessions and heard them5 a thing
little known heretofore, even in the city.
It was now the year 1838, and the little community,
though their hands were full of work and the results weie
encouraging, felt uncomfortable. lliey had lost two mem
bers by death, from, it would seem, overwork; and others
through disappointment, or because they saw elsewhere a
more promising field to labor in; their principal object, the
missions seemed far from attainment. Yet it was not so;
for, in the autumn of the year just given, a visit paid to
Castleknock by a Reverend gentleman from the Irish Col
lege, Paris, a Mr. O Toole, changed the whole situation,
brightening the prospect. Having made enquiries about the
life and aims of the new community, his holidays ended,
4*
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I suppose he returned to Paris. Soon after, Father Dowley received a letter from the Superior General, inviting
him and any of his community he might wish to bring, to
spend some time at the Mother-House. This was totally
unsolicited, but gladly and gratefully accepted. It was, in
fact, an invitation to enter the novitiate; and so the Su
perior and Mr. Kickham entered.
Six months were spent at the Mother-House, the semina
ry to be continued at Castleknock, under the direction,
as was requested, o f a French confrère. The confrère chosen
was Father Gérard, from the mission-house of Tours, than
whom a better selection could scarce be made. To the pres
ent day his name is held in grateful and, I would say, in
loving remembrance, even by some who never saw him. He
remained in Ireland until the Superior was admitted to the
vows, and established, in 1839, the first house of the Con
gregation of the Mission in Ireland.
The change was effected quietly and without a hitch;
quite naturally, for there was little to change. It was in
fact a repetition, in a small way, of what was done at the
inception of the Congregation — the community practising
the Rules, before they were formally put into their hands.
Naturally I have said; yet still more supernaturally. It is
easy to observe the Digitus Dei throughout. The members
of the new community were men of good will, fired with
zeal for the salvation of souls, and above all seeking direc
tion for every step they took, and so Divine Providence
conducted them to the longed-for end.
Soon after Father Dowley’s profession, he admitted his
fellow-novice to the vows ; and in the year following, four
others having completed the two years, were admitted.
Very soon the new community showed signs of life and
fecundity; for some desirable subjects came to them from
Maynooth, and they could now think of missionary work
as a thing of the near future.
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So it was, the first mission opened at A thy, archdiocese
o f Dublin, followed by Kingston, same diocese. Space will
not suffer me, however interesting it would be, to detail the
marvels of those early missions. For a time — it was a
short time — some parish priests, not understanding the
idea of the missions, worn slow' to avail of them: but the
people attended in thousands. The streets and roads were
crowded with people going to and returning from the mis
sion : it looked as if, for the time being, no other work was
being done in the parish. The mission was the great, en
grossing subject of conversation among the people, who dis*
eussed what was heard from the pulpit, and sought some
way of getting near the confessional. From early morn
ing till late at night it was besieged : - and through thé
night, a congregation for another day was gathering. Such
difficulty in opening the door of the church and then what
a rush! What was to be done? As many as could not be
heard in two days were assembled in five minutes! Call
in non-Missioners? Few would avail of them, at least till
the late stages of the mission, when other hopes had
vanished. Throw open the door during the night?
This was done, and the vigils were strictly kept on,
and in some cases through paid substitutes.
But a better expedient was resorted to, admission by
ticket only; this was continued for many years, and per
haps it has been to the present day.
Father McNamara has left us an example of how these
tickets were appreciated.
A woman who felt greatly despondent because unable to
obtain a ticket, on meeting a young orphan girl so fortunate
as to have oue, asked the latter to let her have it, and in
return, promised to take the girl into her family and treat
her as one of her own children. The offer was accepted
and the promise Was being redeemed with fidelity.
Nor was it a passing excitement, as some who did not
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understand would sav; the fruits were visible and most
consoling; enmities composed, the sacraments frequented;
occasions of sin given up at whatever cost; faction light
ing and other great scandals abolished.
One such scandal deserves special mention, for it was dealt
with successfully, as it could not have been by any other con
ceivable means — the scandal of the proselytiser.
Such
scandals were not of rare occurrence in the famine years,
which synchronized with those early missions.
Let us have one case of long standing, and independ
ent of the famine.
In the parish of L ...... , a few miles from Dublin, was a
school richly endowred, to the amount of twenty-five thou
sand pounds (£ 25,000), and holding out, besides gratui
tous education, many substantial advantages to the chil
dren. It was staffed by Protestants, with a minister at
the head; yet, this notwithstanding, it attracted the Cath
olic children for many years. The parish priest made re
peated efforts combating the evil but in vain; the archbishop
at his visitations and on other occasions, did likewise, but
failed. The mission came, and fearing for the school which
had been serving their temporal purposes so well, a deputa
tion waited on the archbishop, deprecating any interference
with it by the Missionaries. The latter had their say with
him also, with the result that His Grace left them to their
own discretion, showing at the same time what little hope he
entertained by saying that theirs would be the responsibili
ty. The mission went on successfully, the piety and fer
vor of the people every day increasing; The time has now
come,—the word of denunciation is spoken with the happy
result that of the for r hundred children who were in attendi nee on the previ< us day, notone appeared on the morrow.
j nd having put their hand to the plough, the parents
1<oked not back but proceeded to the erection of new Cath
olic schools, which were completed within a year. In that
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year the church was made to serve the purposes of a school.
Ooe other example, different in kind and perhaps still
more striking. In a certain parish two factions were arrayed
against each other in fierce hostility. It went on for years,
and for what cause in the beginning, no one can tell. When
ever business brought them to fairs or markets, or with
out business at all, if only they could muster up a suffi
cient number of fighting men, they fought like savages, as
for the time they were. Their priests had exhausted all
their powers of entreaty and denunciation, and the bishop
too, on occasion of his visitation, but in vain. The last
resource was a mission which the parish priest applied for.
The mission commenced in the ordinary way. Mean
time, they fell in with individuals of these factions, from
whom they could learn the state of feelings that prevailed.
The members or many of them were willing to break away,
but the fear of being called unmanly, or renegades, made
it necessary to effect a general reconciliation. But, to this
another obstacle presented itself.— They were, both sides,
members of secret societies, banned by the State and amenable to the law, and should they assemble even for peace
making, they would stand self-condemned.
But the authorities should know that the contemplated
meeting would effect the business of the police better than
they could themselves. This, they fortunately recognized,
and promised to take no notice of the meeting: and so the
Missionaries could promise the parties perfect security 011
that head. They assembled in the church at an appointed
hour and, to avoid unnecessary publicity, late in the night.
The director of the mission delivered an address, the pur
port of which one can easily conjecture. It had a telling
effect on his audience; for those men, who but lately could
meet each other with the ferocity of tigers were subdued
to the meekness of Iambs. At the end, he asked them in to
ken of their forgiveness, to join hands in brotherly affec-
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lion ; which was done in the best order and with all the
appearances of cordiality. HQuam speciosi pedes evangelic
inn Hum pacem !” Here surely Was a work that gave great
glory to God ; joy to the angels, messengers of peace to
fnen; and, we may add, to the heart of our holy Founder,
Had Saint Vincent been director of that Irish mission, it
is difficult to see in what particular he would have acted
differently from his Sons, whom we trust have been long
since with him in glory. And we may profitably think
how it would have been, if, instead of the prudence that
directed and tempered their zeal, and the prayers whichf
no doubt preceded and accompanied the work, they dealt
only ifï denunciations strong and irritating. A great work
would have been spoiled; the mission itself would, in
great part at least, have been a failure ; and many souls al
ready in the hands of Satan, would have continued in that
most wretched slavery, only held with firmer grasp.
Other instances might be multiplied, showing the in
fluence o f those first missions, and the consideration in
which they were held. Not the least difficulty of a mis
sion Was that experienced at the end ; of breaking through
the masses of weeping men and women, who would fain
accompany the Missionaries on their homeward journey.
It was often a reënacting of the scenes witnessed in the
deserts of Judea two thousand years ago. And then, oh !
for a relic of the mission ! Failing a better, the improvised
confessionals were, in one case at least, broken up and
the fragments carried off to be treasured in loving re
membrance of the tribunal whereat the penitent laid down
the burden of his sins and found peace to his weary soul.
Meantime, let us look back to Castleknock working out
its destiny, first as an extern seminary, principally for the
archdiocese of Dublin, and then, admitting lay boarders,
in increasing numbers.
The régime was strict and the Church students being
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the older and more numerous, had a favorable influence on
the juniors, so that discipline was well kept up. Not on
ly this, but the place became a nursery of Missioners,
which it continues to be down to the present day, supply
ing annually an average of, say two or three subjects for
the intern seminary.
Later on, but now about forty years ago, the archbishop
having created a seminary in close connection with the res
idence of his successors, the students were withdrawn
from Castleknock which soon became simply a lay college
for boys. In this capacity it has gone on increasing till
the number has attained the high average of one hundred
eighty. It is one of the Intermediate Schools of the country,
whilst it also prepares graduates for the Royal University.
From the latter class, the subjects for our own seminary
are mostly taken. The staff are all confrères and priests,
in number thirteen, assisted by a few extern professors.
Their duties outside, are the spiritual charge of a home for
poor boys taken from the work-house; and, near this, a
chaplaincy to the convent of Dominican nuns at Cabra
with a boarding school for young ladies, and a large insti
tution for deaf-mutes. The confessions of the latter are
received by a confrère from Phibsboro.
How the missions progressed for half a century and more
must be told under another heading. The state of things
had become abnormal — the Superior residing at Castle
knock, while the mission staff was attached to the church in
the city. The time had come for a new foundation ; and
this is what we shall now see accomplished,
s a in t

p e t e r ’s,

p h ib s b o r o

,

d t j b l in

The Second House of the Congregation in Ireland, 1839

In the “ Personnel” we find the same date assigned to
this foundation as to the house at Castleknock out of which
it grew, 1839. I should expect to see it somewhat later;
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but as our chronicler is silent on the point, we shall let it
stand. This silence is easily accounted for when we re
member that the chronicler himself was appointed the first
Superior of the new house.
It was but poorly equipped ; a mission-house had to be
erected by the church ; and the church itself had to be en
larged ; for although the priests had not the Cara animarurn the congregations are overflowing.
The Presbytery was
erected but had afterwards to be enlarged. The same proc
ess had to be gone through with the church four or five
times; the last is in hands at present and near completion.
This was needed, not so much for accommodation as for
symmetry; and it now stands a fine Gothic church with
tower and spire (the latter not yet appearing) dominating
the whole city.
And as the congregations increased, so also the commu
nity, from five or six up to fifteen, the number at present.
O f these, some five or six, are devoted to missions; the
rest give retreats to parishes, colleges, schools, and other
institutions, while they also attend to the duties of the
church, in which they are often assisted by confrères from
the other houses. Such assistance is needed particularly on
two Saturdays every month. But why on “ two Saturdays
particularly?’ 7 The answer will be of more than ordinary
interest to every pious soul.
On Passion Sunday, 1873, the bishops of the Church in
Ireland consecrated their flocks to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, as a protection from the vice of drunkenness and
other vices, and as a means of drawing them to the sac
raments, sadly neglected by many. Before that date, de
votion to the Sacred Heart was little known in the country,
outside colleges and religious houses; but then, the first
note was sounded for spreading it more widely, and making
of it a general devotion. Very soon this note was taken up
in good earnest by the Community at Phibsboro; and with
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what results may be learned from the following extract.
“ Soon after this solemn consecration, the Priests of the
Mission, at Saint Peter’s, Dublin, invited the people around
this church to band themselves together, in large associa
tions in honor of the Sacred Heart, one for men and one
for women. Rules were drawn up, the approval of the
archbishop was obtained, and a great work was thus inau
gurated to the honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Month
after month, the people of every class, from the man of
toil to the gentleman, assembled in the church, on the ap
pointed evening, to hear a lecture (spoken), and to unite in
devotions to the Sacred Heart. No doubt the angels looked
down with deep interest on a scene in which God’s glory
was so much concerned. But still more interesting was it,
to see them on the following Sunday morning in their
guilds, devoutly approaching the altar to receive the Body
o f their Lord, thus honoring His Sacred Heart, in the way
principally pointed out by Himself, when He appeared to
Blessed Margaret Mary.
And when we remember that many of those who now
approach worthily and through love, would in the past
approach only yearly and compelled by a precept, and
some not at all, we can imagine what blessings descended
011 the district around, and what rich fruits were produced
in so many souls.
Since that time, the association has been established in
almost every parish of the city wherein that of the Holy
Family had not yet been introduced, and with the same
happy fruits.
From Dublin the association has extended to other
cities and towns, and even to country parishes. With the
approval of the pastors, and by the authority of the bish
ops, the Priests o f the Mission have formed associations of
the Sacred Heart towards the end of the principal missions
and the same work still goes on with the happiest results.
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To return after this rather long episode which, however*
hears upon our subject, the Community at Phibsboro has
also charge of a juvenile Temperance Society; and of two
large schools erected by themselves near the church, one
for boys and one for girls. These schools are for primary
education, principally of the poor, under lay teachers, and
enjoy a liberal grant from the Government. The children
are instructed by the priest in the church, while he is free
to give religious instruction in the school also, every day
at an appointed hour. The confessions also are heard.
Another work of no slight difficulty is the chaplaincy
of a deaf-mute institution for boys, under the Christian
Brothers, with the duty of instructing and confessing them,
and those of the female institution in charge of nuns, a»
told already*
There is yet another work and it deserves a higher place
in our recital. A lady of great zeal and some propertyf
directed by a member of this Community, the late Father
Gowan, founded an orphanage on the boarding-out system
and opened a school in the poorest districts of the city,
as a protection to the faith of destitute children. These
were numerous owing to the want of employment for the
parents, and~sad to say-owing to the intemperate habits
of the latter. Homes were open to these children, but on
ly at the cost of being brought up in heresy. And not
only were the children cared for, but a bribe was held out
to the wretched mothers with the result that hundreds o f
poor little ones, baptized Catholics are stalworth Protes
tants to-day. To meet this pressing evil, a new commu
nity o f Sisters of the Holy Faith was founded under epis
copal sanction; but later, quite recently, has been approved
by Rome. The sisters have grown into a large community
with schools in some of the poorest and most congested
quarters of the city, and a few houses in country places as
well. The spiritual care of this community (communities
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rather), and of a boarding-school from which their postu
lants are principally drawn ; and further, visiting the or
phans and their foster parents, give full and (I think it
will be admitted) profitable occupation to one confrère.
Now, if we bear in mind that there are five houses of
our sisters in or near Dublin, who would expect and do
receive help and sustainment from the confrères at Phibsboro, we have a programme of duties, principally to the poor?
quite according to the mind of Saint Vincent and a sub
ject of envy to all who are his children indeed.
Bat the Missions, the principal work —how has it fared
with them since the first rush when Castleknock was their
centre. Well, half a century has since passed, and, though
other missionary bodies have entered the field, our Mission
aries have been in constant demand, and no slackness in
attendance observable.
Recently many of the applications are for sodality re
treats, which practically means a retreat for the parish, since
all are invited to attend.
During the lapse of half a century the people were being
better educated in the schools, and in the churches by their
priests and by the Missionaries, and so the latter were re
lieved of much heavy work, or rather the work of instruc
ting was made lighter. And, as time went on, the general
confession came to be, in the case of most people, neither
necessary nor useful, for that work had been already done;
and so on all hands, the work was done more easily and
satisfactorily as well.
But the question of Perseverance still remained, and will
always remain. The mission will not make people impec
cable, and there will be cases, not a few, of the dog return
ing to his vomit, and the washed sow to her wallowing in
the mire.
And so, the great aim of the Missionaries in the closing
sermon and before it, is to minimize the evil of relapse by
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pointing out the means of perseverance. These must be dif
ferent for different persons; but there is at least one general
means, which has proved powerful to keep thousands on
the right path, the association in honor o f the Sacred Heart .
The sodality at Phibsboro has recently been raised to the
rank of an arch-confraternity, which gives greater facili“
ties for erecting it at the missions; so that soon few parishes
will be found without this or some kindred association,
working on the same or similar lines as the one at Phibs
boro.
From the pulpit and in the confessional, to “ join the
association” is urged as one great means of perseverance;
and, thank God, it is generally adopted. The monthly con
ference, followed by general Communion has become quite
common in Ireland, when fifty years ago the sacraments at
Christmas and Easter only, was the rule.
These associations are kept up by the zeal of their
Director; and by a retreat given annually, or nearly so, by
a Missionary priest or by some member of a religions order,
G E N E R A L SITUATION IN

1841;

OPENING OF

A N IN TE RN S E M IN A R Y IN

1844

Before relating what concerns the founding of the house
in Cork in 1847, it may be well to state two facts men
tioned in the Circulars addressed each year to the whole
Congregation : the continued success of the missions and
the founding of an intern seminary in 1844.
In his Circular of January 1, 1842, Father Pousson
then Vicar General, wrote: “ The Mission in Ireland, re
cently united to the Congregation, already realizes in a most
consoling manner the hopes we had conceived, for besides
the seven seminarians or Irish students now in Paris, six
have made their vows in the house in Dublin, and every
thing seems to indicate that the number will increase; All
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are models of regularity and labor with benediction.”-(7vV~
culars, Vol. II., p. 539.
One year later, January 1, 1833, Father Pou3sou again
wrote: “ The establishment founded; in Ireland a few years
ago seems destined to effect much good in that Province ;
the confrères composing that new mission are few in num
ber, it is true; only seven have made their Vows, but the
report sent me by the Superior is most consoling and gives
fair hopes for the future. ‘ Their conduct/ he writes, ‘ leaves
nothing to be desired on any point; they work, teach, give
missions, and do as they are told in a most edifying man
ner, and our good God blesses all their work.
“ In fact, the missions opened there about the first of
November, and after a week of labor the confrère in charge
o f one of the missions wrote us: that not only in the vil
lage in which they were then, but in all the surrounding
country within a circumference of ten miles, the people are
stirred up ; all work has been suspended and from all parts
crowds come to listen to the Missionary. ‘ Nothing is more
admirable/ says this dear confrère, 'than to see these men
visibly touched by grace coming several miles and, at the
risk of being discharged by their Protestant employers,
waiting three or four days their turn for confession.’
“ Such beginnings are a forecast of the abundant harvest
in fruits of salvation, which Divine Providence reserves
for the little Company in Ireland.” — Circulars, Vol. III.,
p. 550.
In 1843, Very Rev. John Baptist Etienne became Superior General of the Congregation. On January 1, 1844,
concerning Ireland and the establishment that had been
founded there he wrote: “ The letters that reach us from
this house lead us to bless God, for having been pleased to
choose the little Company to render valuable service to the
Churon in this land for which Saint Vincent entertained so
tende? an affection, and where our Fathers have given rare
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examples of virtue. Already will the considerable num
ber of confreres there allow the duties of the missions and
the retreats of the clergy to be undertaken without detri
ment to the interests of their college and parish. I have
had from the lips of the Superior himself, Father Dowley,
who came recently to Paris, most consoling details relative
to the development of this new work; these details herald
the prosperous issue to be expected.” — Circulars, Vol. III.,
p. 46.
The year following, Very Rev. J. B. Etienne had the
satisfaction to announce that the steady progress of the
works in Ireland led him thither to establish what is to
each Province its very life,— a Novitiate or intern Semi
nary. January 1, 1845, he wrote: “ Providence, it would
seem, consoles us by the blessings it sheds upon our rising
colony of Ireland. Its progress appears to indicate that
the time is opportune for the opening of an intern Seminary.
Our hopes have been realized this year (1844), and the
outset has been so successful that we are now confident this
Seminary will shortly become one of the most interesting
in the Company.” — Circulars, Vol. III., p. 77.
co rk

,

s a in t

V in

c e n t ’s h o u s e

.

Third Establishment of the Congregation in Ireland 184t.

The beginning at Cork was to a great extent a copy of
what happened at Phibsboro, Dublin. A priest of high
standing had set his heart on opening a house for missions
on the model of the Congregation of the Mission, with
some changes which he thought would be an improvement.
As a means to this, he opened a day college in the city.
His name, Very Rev. Michael O’Sullivan, was most likely
to attract students, being as well known for piety and zeal
as for learning and accomplishments, and holding the po
sition of Vicar General in the diocese. And so it was;
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the college went on successfully for some years; but later
not so well. However, this would seem to have been a
Providence; for, failing to see his way to the desired end,
he applied to the Superior at Castleknock, offering him the
college, and himself, if accepted, as a member of the Con
gregation, The offer was considered and referred to the
Superior General who gave his approval. Three confrères
were sent to Cork ; these, with Father O’Sullivan and a
cleric who had adopted his project, were to take up the col
lege,
o 7 but with a view to the Missions.
Here then is a Community of five, constituting a third
house of the Congregation in Ireland, which now becomes
a Province, with Father Dowley as the first Visitor.
Here my Notes fail me, and I must suppose a vacancy
for some time in the position of local Superior. Tradition
names no other for this office of first Superior than Very
Rev. Michael O ’Sullivan, C. M.
In addition to the work of teaching and the care of two
chaplaincies in the city, the little Community had to erect
a church; no slight undertaking, when we consider there
were no means in hand, no rich postulant, nor endowment
of any kind. But they had already some experience of the
kindly feeling of the people, the great majority of whom
were Catholic ; and an abiding trust in God’s Providence,
whose work it was, and so it was straightway undertaken.
A site was purchased at the western end, high above the
River Lee and the city through which it flows, enlarged by
tidal water ; and a collection was set on foot. The people
who were nine tenths Catholic, were thoroughly prepared ;
money came in, sometimes in rich donations, and steadily
the work went on. When it had reached its greatest height
and the roof was partially on, it was brought down in the
night with a tremendous crash by a violent storm.
This was a stunning blow to the Missionaries and to
their friends; but it was the Will of God; and rarely is
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any great work for His glory carried through without diffi
culty, unforeseen, or downright opposition. Here the diffi
culty, the opposition was not the work of an enemy, it was
heaven-sent; and, we may suppose, to try the constancy
of the workers.
They adored the Will of God and set to work again
with increased energy, the people, whose sympathy wTas
called forth, surpassing in generosity. The building of
this second temple went on apace, and was soon opened
for divine service, though as yet wanting a façade.
It is now finished without and within, and stands a fine
Gothic church dominating its surroundings,— a monument
to the generous piety of Cork City and the country around.
The opening of this church, “ St. Vincent’s on the
H ill,” or Sunday’s W ell,” marks an epoch for the city of
Cork.— First, there wras the simple manner of preaching
and instructions (the little method) attracting large and
larger congregations as it became better known. This, of
course, affected the other congregations unfavorably; for
the Sunday’s sermon was not then a matter of course, and
when given it was somewhat high, or flowing rather than
plain and practical.
Cork at the time had the reputation of being given to
literature, and preachers thought, probably, that an humble
style would not be acceptable. The contrary was now
proved to be the case, for the high and the low, the learned
and the unlearned, were attracted by the simple method of
Saint Vincent.
Secondly. The confessional wras sadly neglected, and
the word General Confession was seldom heard, and, per
haps, still more seldom understood ; but here an opportu
nity was given, with every facility, every day, and every
hour of the day. Thirdly.-«The ceremonies of the Church
were not well carried out; and, therefore, had scant attend
ance; even Benediction was but rarely given. But now
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the frequent functions iu the handsome new church, with
its numerous lights and altar decorations proved a great
centre of devotion and was appreciated by many as a very
heaven upon earth.
But, why not have the same in the other churches; and
thus keep people in their own, at least on Sundays? So it
would seem, thought some who had charge of the adminis
tration, for not many years had passed, when a great im
provement was observable, followed by the desired effect.
This was appreciated in every wav, for the Community at
Saint Vincent’s was overworked.
It will be remembered they had charge of a college, and
with this a chaplaincy, as they have to-day, to the “ Reli
gious Sisters of Charity/' with spiritual direction of their
asylum for fallen women. They also conducted seminary
retreats, with retreats for the Conferences of Saint Vincent
de Paul Society, and the Ladies of Charity.
Nor were they unmindful of the missions. The poor
people of the country— the bashful poor—for whom Saint
Vincent originated the missions, were crying out for the
little method, and the general confession and all the bless
ings of the mission. A great harvest was prepared : Regi~
ones albas sunt ad m e s » , and must be reaped; or, at least,
a beginning must be made.
During the summer vacations of their college, as many
of the Community as could be spared from the service of
the church, banding themselves together, and with the aid
of confrères from Dublin, gave missions, not only in their
diocese, but inCloyne and Ross as well. The blessing God
had given to these first efforts, served as an encouragement
to increase the Community and form a mission staff.
But for this purpose there was need of a Mission House,
for up to this, they had but a makeshift residence, for a
small Community. The idea was a presbytery and house
tor retreats, and forthwith preparation was made for hold5*
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mg a bazaar and lottery, which, with the answer to another
appeal to their benefactors resulted in four thousand, two
hundred pounds (£ 4,200). This time collections were
made outside the diocese, for the missions were intended
for all who call for them. And so the work went on and
was soon finished and occupied, or rather partially occu
pied, for in our humble judgment it was either too large or
too small. It was too large for a Community suitable to
the place; and too small for a diocesan retreat.1
But however that may be, it is unquestionably a fine
palatial building (some would think too fine), looking down
from the highest of three terraces, upon the River Lee be
fore entering the city. Within you will see nothing to of
fend the eye of the severest religious, and if there be fault
in the exterior, the blame should be borne by the kinds of
stone of the country artistically arranged by architect or
builder.
Now the Community is increased to eight or nine priests;
a mission staff is appointed, and the missions formally in
augurated.
We may add that two of those who, as Superiors, had a
leading part in the works just named, were raised to the
episcopal dignity in Ireland, Doctor Gilhooly and Doctor
Mac Oa.be.
Some other items of work that engaged the Cork Com
munity might be added here. The spiritual care of a house
of our sisters in charge of a large Infirmary, and to some
extent, of a house in the country about thirty miles distant
where they teach primary schools, and sometimes educate
postulants for the Seminary; and, casually, at least, some
work done for other communities.
O f the missions, having told of those given by the Dub
lin staff, it will suffice to add the same here. For over thir1. It has however given accommodation regularly to the priests of one
small diocese, with their bishop.
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ty years, the work has been going on, principally in ‘ the
southern province, and sometimes in the other provinces
as well; and not unfrequently in Great Britain. At pres
ent, three confreres are engaged in London, where another
mission awaits them after a rest of less than a week. A
most arduous work these missions generally are, and with
out the encouragement of prosperous results. They are
indeed missions to the poor, and the poor Irish Catho
lics driven by stress of poverty, for four or five genera
tions, to seek a living in that big, wicked Babylon. Many
are Catholics only in the name, forgetful of the traditions
o f their country, and withering from the foul breath of
heresy. And so it is in their measure, not indeed the same
measure, with our countrymen in the other large towns
and centres of labor throughout England. The announce
ment of amission is not sufficient; visitation of the houses,
with urgent, but gentle entreaty is found necessary; and
sometimes nothing short of the u Compelle intrare” will
bring them in.
In Scotland they are not such hard cases. The low Cal
vinism of the country serves as a mutual repulsion. And,
if only the drink-evil could be rooted out, the example of
Irish Catholics would serve as a light penetrating the dark
ness of that land which itself was once so Catholic. But
alas, John Knox!
May God powerfully assist the Missionaries who labor
in these countries, which for centuries have been lost to the
Church.
(To be continued.)
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ITALY
SKKSA AURUNCA
Letter from

S is te r

S is te r M a u r ic e ,

C a r u sio ,

Daughter o f Charity, to

Visitatrix o f Naples.
Sessa Aurunca, May 23, 1907.

On the twentieth of this month, Whit-Monday, just af
ter the noon examen, when half way between the chapel
and the kitchen we heard a terrific clap of thunder. On
investigating we found that the lightning had wrought
complete destruction to the cupola of our church, injur
ing in part the main altar as well as the candelabra and
ornaments, whilst shattering the glass in all the windows.
Traces of the lightning’s course had even touched the
tabernacle.
We marveled to see the statue of our Immaculate Mother
uninjured, for the lamps at her feet had been broken to
pieces. This seemed one of the special marks of the Di
vine protection so visibly manifested throughout the whole
event.
After thus damaging the church and removing the in
ner door, the lightning pursued its way to the women’s ward
where it ignited the electric wires, smashed the glass in all
the corridor windows and made its way through another
door disfiguring everything in its path. It glided to the
pharmacy where it demolished all the bottles, destroyed
the door handle, and passing through the wrall of an ad
joining room, continued its course to some marble steps
which it reduced to atoms. Next it encountered the waterpipes, melted the plug, and in a few seconds all the corri
dors were flooded. It was a trying moment! I know not>
how we survived it !
Thanks be to God, throughout all no one was killed.
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The kitchen girl was slightly burned on the arm and suf
fered from a contraction in the nerve of her mouth, but
she has now entirely recovered.
A consumptive child who was alone in an isolated room
remained unharmed, for whilst the lightning left its marks
on the walls, it halted just near the child’s bed.
This remarkable preservation of the inmates of the hos
pital, who remained unscathed in the midst of ruins, is
looked upon as truly miraculous: everyone declares that
God would thus manifest His protection of the sisters and
their works.
I fully realize, my dear Sister, that an invisible hand
guided us from the places of danger, for at the moment of
the disaster we had scarcely left the church, a short time
before we had all been together in the pharmacy dispensing
remedies to the poor, and in that contracted spot all would
inevitably have died or at least have been asphyxiated.
Help us to thank God for our providential escape, and
believe me, etc.
S is t e r C a r u s io .
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ASIA
PERSIA
We greet with pleasure, the appearance of the third vol
ume of Homilies of Jacques de Saroug, published in Chal
dean by Paul Bedjan, C. M*, under the title : Homilice se~
tectœ Mar-Jacobi Sarugensis, quos edidit Paulus Bedjan,
Congr. Missionis, Lazarista. Tomus III., Lipsiæ, liarrasowitz 1907. in-8 of X I V - 914 pp.
The French orientalist, Abbé Martin, in divers reviews,
and Father Zingerle in his Monumenta Syriaca, have also
published various fragments from Jacques de Saroug. Dur
ing the year 1876, the Abbé Martin in publishing the
homily on, la Chute des idoles, by Jacques de Saroug
in the Zeitschrijt der Deutsch MorgenL Gesellschaft, vol.
X X I X , p. 107, prefaced it by the following observations :
“ What excellent and, absolutely correct ideas against
the love of riches appear among the passages of the Syrian
poet. This little poem contains well laid scenes, consider
able life and action and although it has few characters, is
decidedly interesting. In the words and actions of his char
acters, this monophysitical poet finds means to disclose
thoughts sparkling with originality and truth, which would
do honor to more than one European moralist.
“ This little poem will make its author better known; it
will also reveal to us various phases of his genius and will
show, to advantage, the versatility of the most prolific Chris
tian Syrian writer of the sixteenth century.”
Such is the author whose Homilies Father Bedjan has
undertaken to publish, and from whom he has already
given us numerous unedited articles. They are the result of
laborious research; in his introduction (p. 6 ), he says : “ The
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following Is a list of the Homilies of this third volume, which
is a continuation of two preceding ones and which contains
references to the manuscripts from which these homilies
have been taken/’ He observes most justly: “ One can
form 110 idea of the travel, expense, and labor falling to the
lot of him who must consult so many manuscripts!”
During the past few years he has introduced a num
ber of these writings into the current historical and reli
gious literature of Chaldea.
We note with pleasure that Father Bedjan has placed
an historical and critical outline at the opening of each
volume. Although it would be impossible for one man to
accomplish more than Father Bedjan has given us, it is to
be regretted that he had not a collaborator by whose aid he
might have furnished us with more copious historical notes,
and a Latin translation of these works. Had this been
done, these publications on the liturgy, history, religious and
civil legislation, etc., could be far more useful, and hence
their value would be increased tenfold. Perhaps it is not
too late to offer this little suggestion.
A. JVL
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AFRICA
MADAGASCAR

T H E D E A T H O F F A T H E R F R A N C IS M I E V I L L E ,
L A Z A R Ï S T M IS S IO N A R Y .

Letter from

M g r. C ro u zet,

Madagascar, to V e

ry

R ey.

A.

Vicar Apostolic o f Southern
F ia t,

Superior General.

Fort Dauphin, May 10, 1907.

In the early part of November 1906, as the time for my
departure drew near, I was pressing yon to give me help
for our mission of Madagascar. You defended yourself but
feebly, like a father who had already foreseen what was to
come. “ Write,” said you, “ to Father Mié ville, who is at
Marseilles. True he is fifty years of age, but he is still
strong and full of good will. I think he may even render
you long and valuable services.
I was not acquainted with Father Miéville, nor had I
ever met him ; but, conformably to your advice, I wrote
him that very day. His reply was prompt : would that I
could transcribe it in full, but it suffices to say that our dear
confrère was most willing to come to share our labors and
our trials. He gave himself to our vicariate wholly, but
without enthusiasm and without illusion. He entertained
neither regrets nor apprehensions, looked not back, but ac
cepted all honestly and simply as became a true Missionary.
He made himself known to me, explained in what ways he
thought he could be of service to us, and placed himself
at my disposal to be made use of as far as his physical
strength would permit. From that moment, Father Mié
ville was our own.
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I arrived at Marseilles on November twenty-fourth, and
we were to sail the next dav.
Mv
first interview with our
*
•/
new collaborator afforded me great consolation. In him I
saw a strong, active, enterprising man, one ready for every
thing, and by no means a novice in foreign missions, for the
many years he had spent in Algeria and the East had fur
nished him with valuable experience.
The good impressions I had received were but confirmed
during the seemingly interminable voyage of one month,
from Marseilles to Fort Dauphin. Father Miéville never
forgot himself, although his cheerful disposition and inclina
tion to pleasantry might easily have led him to depart from
that priestly gravity that won him the esteem and respect
of all the passengers.
The eve of the beautiful feast of Christmas found us on
the annex boat that plies between the East coast and the
island. We were between Manaryary and Farafangana.
The sea, usually rough in these parts, “ had fallen/’ as the
sailors say, so Father Canitrot and I had the consolation of
offering the Holy Sacrifice at midnight, but Father Miéville
asked to be allowed to wait, for we were to land that morn
ing, although the hour was uncertain, and he had a great
desire to ascend the altar at Farafangana, thus to consecrate
his first steps in the land he had come to evangelize under
the protection of the Infant Jesus. He looked upon this
happy coincidence not only as an encouragement but as a
veritable promise and guarantee of success. And so it hap
pened. I parted from this worthy Missionary, my heart
filled with the hopes and consolations he had engendered
therein.
Father Miéville went immediately to join Father Leclerc,
at Vangaindrano, the centre of a very populous district; for
more than ten thousand Malagasy have grouped themselves
in several villages around the residence of the Missionaries.
Here zeal does not lack aliment, and if obstacles are en-
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countered, courage to surmount them is sustained by the
prize in view. There is not time to fall asleep, for, in these
parts, souls and hearts are attracted, led, and won, by him
who knows how to draw them, by him who knows how to
hold them fast.
Father Miéville courageously faced all difficulties. De
spite the number of years he had been on foreign mission/
or rather because of those years, he at once wrote me a
full account of his new situation. This letter leaves noth
ing to be desired, revealing the man as he confronts him
self, and measures his obligations, thus forming the grand-*
est eulogium that could be addressed to his memory, for
you know, Most Honored Father,— Father Miéville is no
more. God has called him to introduce him, according to
the expression of Saint Vincent de Paul, into the great
“ Community o f heaven/7 where he is ours forever.
Here then is what this dear and lamented confrere on
April 5, 1907, wrote me:
“ Your friendly reproach for the brevity of my letters
touches me; but until now it has been difficult to give long
and numerous details. The days at Vangaindrano are much
alike, and the persistent rains do not break the monotony.
O f course, there is always something to say but is it worth
the saying? Everything is new to me and so far, I have
not a clear insight into my position. I have yet to become
acquainted both with persons and my environment.
“ It is evident, however, at the outset, that we cannot
expect our mission to develop until we are able to put our
selves more in touch with the people, by conversing freely
with them as our confrères at Farafangana and elsewhere,
who speak the language of the natives admirably, have been
doing for a long while. I so fully understood this even be
fore you drew my attention to it, that notwithstanding the
difficulties inseparable from my age, I had put my shoulder

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

86

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
— 513 —

to the wheel, and I have forced them to understand me,
With time and the grace of God, I shall succeed.
“— i Whilst waiting, I hear you ask, what are your oc
cupations?’
“ 1 have endeavored to create them, and after consulting
with Father Leelerc, the following is the share I have as
sumed.
“ First, I compose short, simple instructions which our
catechist immediately translates, and then reads to the peo
ple in quite an animated style. This is not precisely my
dream, but our good people are satisfied. I employ the
same method in teaching and explaining the catechism.
When I interrogate the children they answer me, which
makes me feel sure that I am generally understood.
“ I also teach school, and I avail myself of this occasion,
to put our young pupils upon their guard against certain
ideas that civilization has brought in her train, but which
do not belong to her. I assemble the young people who
come from our confrères of Farafangana, Ivato, and Vohipeno, and endeavor to preserve in them the excellent prin
ciples they have imbibed, but from which they would soon
stray, if left to themselves. In a word, I strive, in my
humble sphere, to make my poor, miserable self useful to
the mission and its works.”
This letter, which needs no comment, was written, as
stated above, April 5, 1907, but did not reach me until
April eighteenth. On May sixth, I received within the
same hour, telegrams from Fathers Leclerc and Lasne, ap
prising us of the illness and death of our zealous Mission
ary. He had been with us exactly four months and a half,
and he has been called away just as his concurrence was to
have been still more useful to us. I had destined him to
be the director of the teaching faculty of Vangaindrano,
as his degree of Bachelor of Letters, and his title of form-
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er professor Would have insured our obtaining an authori
zation which will soon be absolutely necessary.
Doubtless you will tell me that in these events we must
recognize the Will of God, adoring the hand which strikes,
to multiply our trials; but, these trials, Most Honored
Father, you can alleviate, and if our good God ordains that
we mourn a confrère who had compelled the esteem of all
who knew him, you will not forget that the place whicli
he so well filled, cries out for laborers, and you will not
leave without a pastor this flock which Divine Providence
has confided to us.
t J. Orouzet, C. M.
Vicar Apostolic.

Letter from Father J. Leclerc, Priest of the Mmicm, to

Very Rev. A. Fiat, Superior General.
VangaindraiiO, June 22, 1907.

It is not difficult to understand what must have been
your surprise and grief on learning through the cablegram
sent by His Lordship, Mgr. Crouzet, of the sudden death
of our much lamented Father Miéville.
I f he is an immense loss to the mission of Madagascar
in general, and to Vangaindrano more especially, to me
personally, what must he be ! Oh ! how long and how im
patiently had I awaited the arrival of a confrère. I heard
of the coming and destination of Father Miéville with the
greater joy, as I had known and appreciated his emiuent
qualities in the three years we spent together in Kouba,
Algeria. During the four months that he was with us here,
I became better acquainted with him, and I rejoiced at the
thought not only that I would henceforward live somewhat
more o f the Community life to which I was no longer ac
customed, but that my confrere, \ •*h his wide experience
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would do great good amongst the natives and especially
amongst the children.
But God in His inscrutable designs had ordained other
wise; and, satisfied with Father Mi£ville’s good will and his
desire of self-sacrifice, has called him to Himself.
Attacked with that terrible bilious fever from which one
rarely recovers, on the night of May fourth, at twenty
minutes before one, Father Mieville gave up his soul to
God. Notwithstanding my own condition, for I myself had
had the fever for several days although only intermittingly,
I was able to hear his confession on Friday, and he then
told me that he thought he was going to leave us. 1 could
not bring myself to believe that such a thing would happen.
Towards four o’clock in the afternoon, myself trembling
with fever, I went to see Father Mieville, whom I found
very weak and even then almost unconscious. Fearing
that the end was near,— X administered the last Sacraments
whilst my poor confrere barely recognized me. I would
have wished to do more, to watch beside him until the end,
but my strength forsook me and I was obliged to seek
some rest, leaving Father Mieville to the care of my young
schoolmaster with directions to notify me should danger be
at hand.
I was called about one o’clock in the morning, but dear
Father Mieville had just yielded his soul to God. At that
moment, Most Honored Father, my grief was inexpressi
ble; it overcame me, and aggravated by the fever left me
barely sufficient strength to see that the last duties were
rendered to our dear deceased, as well as circumstances
would permit.
I had telegraphed Father Lasne to send some one, but
notwithstanding Father Hiard’s haste, for he made the
seventy kilometres that separate Vangaindrano from Farafangana, in fifteen hours, he arrived only after Father
Mieville had expired.
6
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And now, Most Honored Father, behold me once more
alone! I saw Monseigneur on his way to Tulear, he as
sures me that he will not again leave me alone so long,
as he has been obliged to do in the past, and that he has
written to beg you to send us help. There are really too
few of us in Madagascar, and in case of illness we are too
far apart to be of assistance to one another.
I fully understand your embarrassment in these trou
blous times, Most Honored Father, but yet T place my con
fidence in God, and with all the fervor of which I am ca
pable, I implore our Holy Founder not to desert his dear
mission of Madagascar which he so loved, and to benefit
which he formerly imposed so many sacrifices upon himself!
Please accept, etc.
Joseph L e c l e r c .

FARAFAN G AN A
Letter from Sister J o u r d a i n , Daughter of Charity, to
Sister N ...... , Paris.
Lazaretto of Farafangana,

March 19, 1907.

How time flies! I have been three years and a half in Far
afangana, always as happy as when I first arrived, the only
drawback being that I have not yet mastered the Malgash
language. I begin to make myself understood in a general
way, better than I myself understand, which is very tanta
lizing.
The pupils that have been with us for three years are now
taller than I. Nine are married and fifty have been bap
tized. Unhappily some have not been faithful to the grace
of God; led into evil by their own parents, drawn away
by bad example, they are excusable; fortunately, however,
their number is but small. Nevertheless, I can assure you,
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my dear Sister, that these poor strayed sheep are my burden
and my sorrow, and when I meet them in the street, some
times I overwhelm them with reproaches; sometimes I speak
gently to win them back; then, for the time being, whether
for good or for evil, all my Malgash deserts me.
Our little brides are very good ; five of them have lovely
babies. It makes us happy to see them come to church ou
Sunday each carrying a baby on her back; the mothers take
their own places near us. Seldom does any one miss her
monthly Communion, and should a feast fall during the
month each again approaches the Holy Table, always with
her baby on her back. The mother and baby are never
separated, even to go to confession. Last month I noticed
one going toward the confessional with her sleeping baby
on her back; as for myself I became quite restless: I f it
wakes up, how it will cry! but everything went on well.
After Easter, we hope to marry off four more of our
young girls* May our good God bless and protect them!
They come to school until the eve of their marriage, and
when the morning of the great day arrives the bride comes
again to be dressed, then we take her to church, escorted
by all her companions. After the ceremony, the couple
with their relatives and friends come to Ambotoabo (the
lazaretto), to greet our good Superioress who gives them
some little presents; our Superioress also offers them tea
which pleases them all very much* After dinner canticles
are sung and at four o’clock the entire party returns to
church for Benediction. Weddings always take place on
Sunday at high Mass, and on these occasions Father Lasne
never fails to give a very practical sermon.
The little brides continue to come to school now and
again, sometimes bringing material to be made up into one
thing or another, sometimes with mending which they find
great difficulty in managing unaided, or to show us their
sick babies to get remedies for them, for we have a small
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pharmacy, the precious gift of my former good Superioress
and companions, which enables us to do a great deal of
good. Indeed every morning from seven to eight o’clock,
there is an endless procession of the women of the parish
who come with their sick children to seek remedies; for
some of these little ones there is nothing to do but close
their eyes, and to them we quickly secure the precious
passport to eternity.
After school hours, we make our rounds in the villages,
always carrying with us a good supply of medicines for
every ailment. In the beginning our good people regard
ed our coming with suspicion, but now they send for us,
especially for the children. We also “ make friends” with
the good old grandparents, by taking them some simple
remedy, and in this way we instruct them as well as we can,
and when we see their condition growing dangerous, we
ask them if they would not like to see the Missionary who
is so good to the sick of the parish; ordinarily they are
willing and as a result, leave this world with the grace of
baptism! In regard to the children, we do this ourselves, for
we generally find them near the last extremity.
On Sunday, the church is filled, the parents of the chil
dren are beginning to come, always carrying the children
on their back, so sometimes we have a delightful concert!
After the high Mass, the Missionary, Father Lasne, has a
catechism class for adults. Our children that have made
their first Communion also assist. There are usually from
eighty to a hundred. Last year some good old women at
tended the catechism class and greatly desired to receive
baptism, but as there was much difficulty in getting these
things into their heads, Father Lasne asked us to teach
them their prayers after class, which we did with our whole
hearts. Seeing this, others asked permission to come like
wise; some children persuade their parents to do the same,
and the number of grown up pupils has so increased that
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we now register about sixty of them. Every Tuesday, from
nine to ten, while the children are at recreation, our adult
pupils assemble in class, and Father Lasne comes to hear
the catechism. At a quarter before nine the children, dis
missed, go in search of their parents and joyfully return
wTith them. O f course we encourage our little charges in
this self-imposed task. One morning as I passed through
the street, I said to the mother of one of our children: “ Do
not forget that to-day is Tuesday.” “ I cannot come/’ she
replied, “ I must prepare the food.” When I returned to
class I told her little girl who is about ten years old. “ I
shall go for her,” she said, “ she must come and I will cook
the rice.” Off she started and her mother arrived, wreathed
in smiles, carrying a child on her back, and one under her
arm.
Yesterday, the beautiful feast of Easter, the church was
unusually crowded; Christians and children were at their
post, and there was a grand general Communion. Next
Sunday our little class teacher is to be married.
The steamer of the twenty-fifth brought the long-desired
package, and oh! the treasures we found in it. Thanks once
more for all your kindness, I pray the good God to reward
you, my very dear Sister.
S jS T E R J O U R D A I N .

6*
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NORTH AMERICA
WEST INDIES (ANTILLES)
CUBA
ESTABLISHM ENTS OF

T H E DAUGH TERS OF C H A R IT Y

(Extract from Annals, Spanish edition, 1906, p. 530.)
May 1, 1906.

The Daughters of Charity, established in Cuba in 1851,
notwithstanding the number of houses they were forced to
abandon in 1898, when the independence of this Island
was proclaimed, have now (1906) sixteen establishments
in the republic.
H a v a n a .—

1.

College of the Immaculate Conception

(259 Ancha del Norte street.)
This establishment is the central or provincial house of
the Daughters of Charity in Cuba. It was founded in 1873;
there are more than thirty sisters including the aged and the
infirm. The building is well constructed; there are spa
cious halls for dormitories and classrooms and all the nec
essary equipments for so important a college; it possesses
besides, sufficient land, should it be needed, to enlarge the
edifice. At present, the number of pupils attending ?the
college is 507, thus divided: boarders, 41; day scholars,
28; for half tuition, 51.
There are 317 free pupils, of
whom 167 are colored, besides 70 very small children.
This makes altogether 120 pay pupils, and 387 taught gra
tuitously.
Among the latter, many receive their board
besides instruction.
In this college,! as has been said, young girls of all
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classes are admitted: white or black, rich or poor, with
those of limited means, Since the foundation of the col
lege 261 boarders have been received, and 1,165 day-schol
ars; thus giving a total of 1,426 pupils.
The boarders and day-scholars have each an Association
o f the Children of Mary, The boarders’ Association was
canonically erected May 30, 1878, and has at present 37
members. From its foundation 184 members have been
registered; twelve of these have joined religious commu
nities, whilst many others have become model Christian
mothers. The intern Children of Mary observe exactly
the rules of the Association and perform their spiritual ex
ercises in common. They frequent the Sacraments and
approach the Holy Table at least twice during the month.
It has been remarked that from their entrance into the
college the pupils strive to render themselves worthy of
being received as aspirants. The Association of the Chil
dren of Mary is a powerful incentive to these children to
correct their faults; without its influence the maintenance
of discipline would be difficult, nor could they be so easily
drawn to piety.
The Association for the day-scholars, canonically erected,
May 29, 1880^ now numbers 80 members; from its foun
dation, 685 have been registered. Four of these members
have consecrated themselves to God in religious commu
nities.
These Children of Mary have much to overcome, in the
exact observance of the rules. It is very edifying to see
the generous efforts which many among them have to make
to fulfil their religious duties, and to assist at the reunions
and exercises of the Association.
Many of the former pupils, obliged to earn their liveli
hood attend the reunions and profit by this occasion to go
to confession and receive Holy Communion; they also en
joy meeting again their old companions of the Association.
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2.

Extern P ay-Pupils;

Saint Hedwige’s School.

This class was established September 4, 1899, to facili
tate the means of education for young girls belonging to
families, in reduced circumstances, who are unwilling to
send their children to a free school.
The tuition is only thirteen pesos in silver ($5.00), some
are received for even less. The pupils are instructed in
all branches of the primary course and needlework. Eng
lish grammar is also taught, but, especially, do they receive
solid instructions in Christian Doctrine. The average at
tendance is from fifty to sixty. To encourage the practice
of virtue an Association of Children of Mary was erected
in this school on May 31, 1900.
By the religious instruction imparted to so many young
girls, this establishment is destined to effect untold good
among the Cuban families.
Manuel

B

urgos,

C. M.

(To be continued.)
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SOUTH AMERICA
COLOMBIA

UT. R E V. E M M A N U E L A R B O L E D A , C. M ., ARCHBISHOP
OF

POP A Y A N

Letter from, R e v . A . C a s t i a u , Priest of the Mission, to
V

ery

Rey.

A.

F i a t , Superior General.

Preparatory Seminary of Popayan, May 13, 1907.

You are aware that His Holiness, Pius X ., has chosen
our confrère, Rev. E. Arboleda, Superior of the prepara
tory seminary of Popayan, for the Archiépiscopal See of
that city. From his arrival at the seminary, his rare vir
tues, his great charity, his prudence and profound erudition
attracted universal attention. Moreover, as a native of
this country and a member of a very distinguished family,
he has held intercourse with the best society, not only in
Popayan but throughout the whole valley of the Cauca.
Last year 011 the Feast of the Translation of the Relics of
Saint Vincent, all were charmed with his sermon on hu
mility. Henceforth he was spoken of as Archbishop of
Popayan. His anxiety, his fears are not unknown to you,
nor how earnestly he besought Almighty God not to per
mit that the weight of this charge be laid upon him. He
several times begged his spiritual children to offer their
Communion for his special intention. But God, who ex
alts the humble, willed that the apostolate of His servant
be extended beyond the limits of a seminary.
On Easter Sunday, March 31, at one o’clock in the af
ternoon, His Eminence the Apostolic Delegate at Bogota,
sent a telegram to Father Arboleda to notify him of his
elevation to the archiépiscopal dignity. At the same time
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it was communicated to the dean of the chapter and to the
governor. Immediately all the bells of the city rang out
to announce the welcome tidings: Cauca had a new pastor.
The governor and all the civil officers called on the new
prelate whose nomination Rome had confirmed on the pre
ceding day. Visits were uninterrupted and every moment
brought cards and telegrams. The officials in a body and
having at their head the son of the minister o f war came
to pay their respects to Father Arboleda. At eight in the
evening a military band played a serenade in front of the
seminary. But there is sorrow among our students, who
do not rejoice, as they are about to lose a father who loved
them tenderly, and who was wTholly devoted to them.
My grief and that of my confrères cannot be expressed.
You understand this as you appreciate Father Arboleda,
having met him two years ago in Paris, whither he went
for the benefit of his health, broken by excessive labors.
On his return to Colombia he came here, and during the
two years that he has been my Superior, I ever found in
him a father and a friend.
Called to Bogota by His Eminence the Apostolic Dele
gate, Father Arboleda left us a few days ago for the capital
of Colombia. Their Excellencies the Archbishops of Bogota
and of Medellin, their Lordships of Garzón, and Ibagué,
apprised of the nomination, telegraphed congratulations to
our illustrious confrère. The same courtesy was extended
by Mr. Reyes, the Catholic President of the republic.
Conformably to the desire of His Excellency, the Apos
tolic Delegate, Father Arboleda will be consecrated at Bogo
ta. I have not yet mentioned the incidents of his journey
to that city which journey necessitated his passing through
Cali and Cartago his native place. Both the faithful and
clergy are overjoyed at his nomination. At Cali, the mili
tary were in line to honor the Archbishop elect and he made
his entry into the town to the sound of martial music, pre-
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ceded by a regiment of soldiers and accompanied by one
hundred and fifty citizens on horseback. The same tri
umphal reception was repeated at Cartago. In all truth
may we say: Exaltavit humiles.
I f obedience leaves me here in the preparatory seminary,
rest assured, Most Honored Father, I shall labor with un
wearying devotedness at this important work of the educa
tion o f boys,—boys destined, later on, for the sacred ministry.
The sublimity of this work, as well as the hope of help
ing our venetated confrère by cultivating vocations for his
immense diocese, will sustain me amid the difficulties of
my task.
Your prayers, Most Honored Father, will aid me to se
cure this result.
Believe me, etc.
A.

C

a s t ia u

.

CHILI
FROM BUENOS A Y R E S TO SAN TIAGO, C H IL I,

via T H E ANDES
Letter from,
Mission, to

R

e v

R

. F

e v

. Jo

seph

r e d e r ic

C

C

a u ssa n e l

a u ssa n e l

,

,

Priest o f the

Paris .

Santiago; Alameda de Lai Delicias, May 1, 1907.

My Very Dear Brother,
in the second week of April, Father Bettembourg re
ceived a telegram directing him to send me at once to Chili.
I prepared immediately to set out, as I wished to reach
Santiago via the Andes, and thus avoid the long and expen
sive voyage to be made by doubling Cape Horn through
the Straits of Magellan, then sailing northward to Chili.
From May tenth, the direct route across the Andes from
Buenos Ayres to Chili is dangerous, rendered more so, by
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the cold and snow. The transit requires ten or twelve days
and costs from $160, to $180; whereas by land, the jour
ney is of two or three days only, costing about sixty
dollars.
On Tuesday, April twenty-third, at six A. M., our prep
arations being completed I bade adieu to all at the Cen
tral House of the Argentine, and was soon on my way to
Santiago, via the Andes. The skies wTere somewhat over
cast— best weather for traveling— the temperature resem
bled a September day in France. From Buenos Ayres to
Mendoza I took the morning train which crosses the Ar
gentine territory. Few accidents are recorded on this line,
and its construction must have been an easy undertaking as
there wTere no mountains to tunnel, no ravines to bridge
over. The rails are laid on a flat surface which, however,
in some places is marshy. The general aspect of the coun
try is that of an immense pasture land, and throughout the
day the traveler’s eye vainly seeks variety in the landscape.
Here one man owns thousands of sheep, and counts his
cattle by hundreds. Shepherds on horseback guard these
herds which graze on the plains both night and day. The
animals that die from disease or cold are left to be devoured
by birds of prey. As the train rolls on, one catches a
glimpse of the skeleton of a horse or a cow, some isolated
huts, groups of trees, and occasionally a running stream;
cornfields whose giant stalks have been scorched by the
burning sun and blackened by the dust. Sometimes near the
little dwellings laborers may be seen working in the fields
where they expect a rich harvest; for in this vast plain
of the Pampa nothing is wanting but the labor of man.
On Wednesday morning we changed train at Mendoza.
This city has an altitude of seven hundred fifty metres.
The surrounding country is fertile and well cultivated. For
a few moments we admired the beautiful vineyards, the
long lines of poplars, and the rich stacks of hay. Then
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the tram whirled us along to very different landscapes: a
rocky soil, most desolate in its aridity. We had reached
the foot of the Andes. Innumerable peaks crowned with
snow and bathing their summits in the clouds seemed to
rise before us. We were lost in awe and wonder as we
contemplated this wild but sublime view, — those majestic
mountains entirely destitute of vegetation.
Four P. M. brought us to the last station of the Argen
tine railway. This spot has an altitude of three thousand
one hundred fifty-one metres. The journey from this point
will shortly be made through a tunnel, and travelers will
go from Buenos Ayres to Chili, without encountering peril
or fatigue, by a subterranean railway which will connect the
Argentine line with that of Chili, Meanwhile, the journey
includes an ascent to the top of the mountain — where a
colossal statue of the Redeemer has been erected — then a
descent on the other side. In favorable weather this may
be done on horseback, but even then it is not a safe ven
ture. On this particular Wednesday of April twentyfourth, it was almost an impossibility, the temperature be
ing low. In the snow storm that greeted us the feathery
flakes seemed to sport in the brisk North wind. Except in
Auvergne, I had never experienced such intense cold.
With two fellow-travelers, I entered a small carriage, pro
tected by a plain oilcloth cover, and drawn by four strong
horses. Our driver was a robust fellow who possessed all
the daring and dexterity of an Auvergne peasant, lacking,
however, his prudence. In less than an hour and a half
we had reached the highest point of the mountain and we
knelt at the foot of the statue of our Divine Redeemer.
We were then at an altitude of about four thousand metres.
Our descent on the Chilian side was yet to be achieved.
This feature of the journey we record as the most thrilling
of that never-to-be-forgotten twenty-fourth of April. Our
intrepid postilion lashed his horses and off we drove at full
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speed, almost precipitated down the mountain along a steeps
narrow road glistening with snow and bordered with fright
ful precipices. The very sight made us dizzy and at least
ten times we marveled that we were not dashed headlong
into the yawning abyss.
At seven P. M., we arrived at the Chilian station. All
unnerved and shivering with cold, we put up at a misera
ble wayside inn, hoping for a few hours repose, and next
morning very early resnmed our journey without notable'
incident. That evening I arrived at Santiago where Father
Bouvier and Brother Hervaud were awaiting me at the
station.
Joseph C a u s s a n e l
P. S .-— I learn here that I must embark for Bordeaux.
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OCEANICA
PHILIPPINE ISLES
T H E SE

ISLANDS V IE W E D

FROM A N ECONOMIC, P O L ITI

C A L , A N D RELiGrlOUS ST A N D P O IN T .— WORKS OF T H E MIS
SIONARIES

AND

OF T H E

SISTERS OF

C H A R IT Y

IN

THE

P H IL IP P IN E S .
( Annals, Spanish Edition, 190?, p. 394 ; Translation.)

Letter from R e v . B. S a i z , Priest of the Mission ,
to R e v . M . H o r c a j a d a , Madrid.
Manila, April 10, 1907.

Rev. Dear Confrere,
Our appearance in the Catalogue allows no doubt to be
«entertained as to the existence of the Province of the Phil
ippines. There are no tidings, you say, from that section
o f the globe! Some may even ask: What has become of
those men from whom we hear nothing?—Well, here w e,
are in these far-off regions, and we spend our days laboring
amid many difficulties in our humble sphere — the field,
now so circumscribed.
As no one seems inclined to write, my pen must fulfil
the promise made in a former letter, published in the A n 
nals.

Distressing indeed is the present condition of the Phil
ippine Islands, and who shall solve the problem of its fu
ture, economic, political, and religious,— this last being, to
some extent, bound up with the first and the second?
Daughters, as they are, of our dear Spain, the Philippine
Isles seem, in religious matters, to be imitating the mother
country. Indeed, religion, which was rather on the surface
than deeply rooted here, appears to be dying out.
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During the four years of my sojourn in these parts, for
merly so flourishing, the once abundant harvests no longer
yield what is necessary for the subsistence of the inhabi
tants; in certain sections, cassia, sugar, and tobacco are, it
is true, regularly cultivated, but the products of the same
are reduced by more than half of what was formerly ob
tained. Rice which was the staple in these islands, and
the exportation of which once constituted a source of wealth,
not only does not now suffice to supply the demand, but it
must be imported at great cost.
Immense fields are left uncultivated; from the want o f
energy and the indifference of those who could improve
matters, it follows that this land, mostly yet until led, but
which in point of fertility compares favorably with any
other country, remains, nevertheless, only moderately pro
ductive. I f to the aforementioned causes are added those
peculiar to these latitudes, as for instance, the torrential
rains, or the droughts of the past years, an idea may be
formed of the prostration to which agriculture and com
merce have been reduced. Moreover the heavy taxes im~
• posed by the Americans are draining these poor islands.
As to the political situation, here and there, we hear con
tinually of insurrections breaking out; for the people are
ruled by one idea,— independence! Will this expectation
ever be realized? But it may be argued by some one who
has read the treaty of Paris: did not the United States in
the presence of the nations, promise to instruct the people
of the Philippines until they were able to assume self-gov
ernment, and then secure to them their independence? —
Yes; and the people feed on this idea. The provincial and
the municipal governments are in the hands of the Philip
pines, and next October, a Legislative Assembly and other
institutions will be inaugurated; but what will be the out
come of all this? I recall what my mother did in moisten
ing the lips of her son with a sip of chocolate, instead of
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giving him the cup: she was deceiving, whilst she satisfied
my gluttony. Will not the Americans act in like manner
with regard to the Philippines? May the Lord take pity on
them and on us! Some predict that greater evils are yet
in store for us, and that these islands must again change
masters!
What most interests you is to know something of the
present condition of this country, and its future prospects,
as wrell. Religious unity has been destroyed by absolute
freedom of worship, — not according to the Jacobin system
of some European nations, but, to use the word in its
broadest signification, as in the United States. One in
stance will suffice to convince you: It happens occasional
ly, that two processions fall into line at the same hour,
one of Catholics and the other of Aglipayanos ( schismatic
sect); they meet in the same street, neither taking prece
dence, for according to law, all have an equal right to con
sideration.
Availing themselves of this extensive liberty,- two sects
have been established; Protestantism and the absurd Aglipayano schism. The first will find few sympathizers here,
for the reason that the people love pomp and splendor in
religious ceremonial, hence Protestantism, dry and cold will
not reach their hearts. This sect has, however, several
chapels and a cathedral, built last year, not far from our
house. As to the Aglipayanos, they work evil to the peo
ple, either through their false ministers, in the clothing of
sheep, or through the independence which they preach, and
which fascinates our poor Philippines. This sect is losing
ground, and must soon be buried beneath its own ruins.
On the other hand, the condition of religion is somewhat
encouraging in the villages; in the cities, affairs are much
as elsewhere. You must know-and bear this fact in
mind-that for the greater number religion is only pinned
to the sleeve; it is but superficial, and is fed by ancient su7
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perstitions. Were it not for the numerous Catholic educa
tional institutions, for girls especially, we would see the faith
disappear before twenty years, and already we perceive the
falling off of Christian customs. What is to be thought of
the rising generation, leaving God out of their lives, growing up without either faith or religion, will they provide
more bountifully in the spiritual order for their children ?
The girls, educated by the Daughters of Charity, or in
other religious institutions, average about two thousand an
nually. We might say as much of the boys who receive sol
id Christian instruction; upon these we build our hopes
for the faith in our islands.
And should the Japanese come to the Philippines how
will it be with the Catholic Religion? The answer shows
a diversity of opinion. Some declare that religion will be
enslaved by the arbitrary rule of the Japanese; others be
lieve, et est opinio probabilior that, as in Japan, complete
liberty will be allowed, although should the mixing of the
races conflict with the religious question, the whites will
suffer. We confide in the paternal Providence of God,
whilst we strive to labor perseveringly, - satisfied that God
disposes all events for .His own greater glory and the good
of the elect.
From what has been said, you may infer how matters
stand with our Congregation here. It will appear evident
that all is not so prosperous or satisfactory as might be de
sired, but you must reflect that things are but in a state of
evolution and consolidation, as the result of the political
upheavals, as well as of our personal misfortunes, such as
the destruction of the seminary of Jaro.
Our Province has opened a new house at Calbayog, Isle
of Samar, one of the richest of the Archipelago. Our
prospects are cheering, if we can secure the necessary re
sources. Our confrères are highly appreciated by the in
habitants, ;which circumstance promises much to our Con-
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negation; meanwhile, all, from Jhe Superior to the last
Missionary, labor as true and worthy Sons of Saint Vin
cent de Paul know how to labor.
Our Missionaries of Jaro have suffered a great loss from
the burning of their seminary, which total destruction was
the work of an incendiary; but the Bishop who is enter
prising and full of energy has begun a newr seminary,
which will be ready for the next scholastic course. There
are forty seminarians. This diocese is of all others the one
most in need of priests, for there are only fifty to attend
two hundred parishes. God be praised, they are aided by
thirty or forty Recollect Fathers who labor with zeal and
fervor. May it please God to pour forth His mercy upon
this diocese so sorely tried, that through His goodness our
Missionaries may train an exemplary clergy, so that souls
may not perish from the dearth of priests.
The seminary of Cebu is very prosperous thanks to the
exceptional qualifications of its head, who is both able and
willing to do much for the advancement of religion, thus
to enhance the merit of our Congregation. That of Nueva
Caeeres feels the effects of the economic reverses which ex
tend through the diocese.
From this house of San Marcellino, you are aware that
we exercise the ministry for the schools and colleges of the
Sisters of Charity, throughout the parishes of Paco. Two
years ago, our Archbishop who, by the way, is a worthy
and most holy man, issued an ordinance that ecclesiastical
retreats be held; so far we have given three of these re
treats, to fifty-eight priests; our limited space did not per
mit us to receive all the applicants, therefore, some were
obliged to have recourse to other religious. They protested,
however, against being sent away, preferring to remain
with us, even should they be two or three in the same room,
rather than go elsewhere. On their departure after the ex
ercises, they expressed their satisfaction and begged the Su
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perior to have the house ^enlarged that hereafter they may
all be accommodated with us.
After this glimpse of our establishments, a word about
those of the Sisters of Charity. They have eleven houses
nine of which are “ colleges/’ or educational institutions.
These are our hope, the sole means upon which we can rely
to check the tide of evil and corruption that inundates so
ciety, threatening to engulf the faith. The annual average,
as already set forth, is two hundred pupils in attendance at
each of these schools, or colleges. The economic crisis
which desolates the entire country now diminishes the
number registered, and the families that continue to send
their daughters, do so at the cost of many sacrifices. O f
these eleven houses, five are Community property; the
others belong to the Church, with a superintendent and ad
ministrative council.
The Concordia ( Manila), Central House of the Sisters of
Charity, has the best college. This has also a day-school
for girls, whose meals are provided gratuitously by the col
lege. For several years the sisters have owned this prop
erty and there are two hundred pupils.
The Col lege-Asylum of Looban, Manila, foundation of
a native sister for poor girls, shelters one hundred fifty,
almost all gratuitously.
The College of ¡Santa Isabel, Manila, belongs to the
Church. It was founded for the orphan daughters of Span
ish soldiers, with this special privilege that besides board
and tuition they receive a monthly allowance of four pesetas,
and a dower of five hundred pesetas when they settle in life.
Pay-pupils are admitted, but of the total number two hun
dred, one half are received gratis.
The Ermitage, Manila, in a suburb of the same, was
founded by the Archbishop, four years ago. This school
for boys and girls numbers two hundred fifty.
The College of Santa Rosa , Manila, belongs to the

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

110

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
— 535 —

Church, It was formerly an asylum for pious ladies who
devoted their lives to teaching. There are one hundred pay
pupils.
The Hospice, Manila, which also belongs to the Church,
is like a village, for it is the home of six hundred individu
als: children, old men, and the insane of both sexes. There
is likewise a Maternity department, and a reform school for
boys. The expense is borne mostly by the government.
This house is now in great distress by reason of the disa
greement of the members of the administration, which
causes the sisters much suffering. Two months ago the Su
perioress, who had directed this house for forty years, died;
she had won the esteem and admiration of all; her virtues
and her rare prudence will never be forgotten.
Hospital o f Saint John o f God , Manila, is administered
by a junta or committee, and belongs also to the Church.
It has passed through a trying ordeal; its prosperity seems
about to be restored, as it possesses property from which an
annual rent of eight thousand dollars is secured; it is aided,
moreover, by the alms of public charity.
At Cavite, a port in the vicinity, there is a school for
girls; one hundred fifty attend. This also depends “ on the
Mitre,” as we say here, that is on the Bishop of the diocese.
At Ilo-Ilo , second capital of the Archipelago a school for
one hundred fifty girls has been opened; this is an annex
of the College of Jaro, and belongs to the sisters.
Nueva Caceres and Cebu have also a school of one hun
dred girls; the latter has besides, an asylum and a small
hospital founded by a Sister of Charity.
In this Vice-Province of the Philippines, there are one
hundred fifty sisters for the service of all these houses. De
ducting from this number the aged and the infirm, we have
but one hundred twenty; still the ancient sisters must labor
beyond their strength, for they are not replaced. Certain
houses seem to be a hospital for sisters, but all going^about.
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Their spirit and their labors are a subject of admiration,
and the Daughters of Saint Vincent de Paul are spoken of
in a manner that glorifies God. They are wanted every
where.
A lady, very wealthy, wishes to bequeath them her for
tune, to open a college, but they cannot accept her offer.
May our good God, in view of these fervent desires, send
us a steamer filled with sisters, they will be most welcome!
Likewise to us, Priests of the Mission, a foundation is
proposed, which for the present we must decline. The
clergy and the people are most favorably disposed towards
us. By laboring and [acting with discretion, we shall guar
anty our peace and tranquillity whatever difficulties the
future may unfold, especially if we are impressed with the
thought that we are in the hands of G od: Ipse sit refugium
et adjutorium nostrum.
B

runo

Sa

iz

.
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DOCUMENTS AND INFORM ATION

60. CAUSE OF CAMBRAX
(See Notice on the Daughters of Charity Sister Madeleine Fontaine and
her companions, pp. 299 et seq of preceding num ber.)
D E C R E E FOR T H E CAUSE OF BE A T IFIC A T IO N OR DECLA
RATION OF T H E MARTYRDOM OF T H E V E N E R A B L E SER
VANTS OF GOD, M A R rE M A D E L E IN E

FO N T A IN E AND H E R

T H R E E COMPANIONS OF T H E IN STIT U T E OF T H E D A U G H 
TERS OF C H A R IT Y ; AND OF M A R IE CLOTILD E A N G E L E OF
SA IN T FRANCOIS DE BORGIA AND H E R T EN COMPANIONS
OF T H E ORDER OF U RSULJNE RELIGIOUS OF VA LEN CIEN N ES.

Towards the close of the eighteenth century at the epoch
of the French Revolution, when the persecution against
the faithful children of the Church raged with greatest fury,
there were found courageous women, of almost masculine
fortitude. These servants of God and daughters of the
Most High appeared beautiful in the purity of their lives,
and most admirable in the strength of their faith; for which
cause they were condemned by an iniquitous judgment.
They besought the Lord not to abandon them, nor suffer
them to be delivered into the hands of the wicked. The
God of clemency did not reject their petition, He became
Himself their helper and protector and drew them out of
the shadow of death, whilst they confessed and glorified
His holy name. Fifteen of these heroic servants of God,
are the object of this Cause of Beatification in the following
order: four belonging to the Institute of the Daughters of
Charity, eleven to the Order of Ursuline religious of Val
enciennes.
Those of the first Institute are: Marie Madeleine F o n 
t a i n e , native of Etrepagny, born and baptized April
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22, 1723; Marie Françoise Pelagie L a s n e l , native of Eu,
born August 24, 1745, and baptized on the twenty-fifth of
the same month ; Marie Thérèse Madeleine F a n t o u of Miniac-Morvan, born and baptized July 23,1747 ; and Marie
Jeanne G e r a r d , of Cumière-Chattancourt, born and bap
tized October 23, 1752. In 1789, in the house of Arras
founded ( 1656) in the lifetime of Saint Vincent de Paul,
these Sisters lived with three other companions: Rose
Mich eaux, Jane Fabre, and Frances Coutechaux.
The servant of God, Marie Madeleine Fontaine, was
distinguished among the Sisters; admitted while still young
into the Institute of the Daughters of Charity, she made
such progress in virtue as she advanced in years as to be
chosen for the direction of the house. In the discharge of
this duty she manifested rare prudence, great fidelity in the
observance of the Rules and much kindness and solicitude
towards her companions. As the terrors of the Revolution
became more menacing, she arranged for the younger Sis
ters who were more exposed to its perils, to leave the city;
therefore, Sister Coutecheaux returned to her family, whilst
Sisters Micheaux and Fabre were sent to foreign missions.
In this way Sister Fontaine, at the same time, provided for
the safety of her young companions whose lives were in
danger, and for the welfare of the city to which, when the
storm had subsided, they returned safe and sound, to spend
themselves in works of charity.
As to the four remaining Sisters, the Superioress espe
cially, many testimonies, oral and written, prove them to
have been worthy Daughters of Saint Vincent de Paul,
permeated with the spirit and virtues of their Father and
Founder. Together they zealously ministered to all in dis
tress, and when warned of the perils which threatened their
lives, they refused to make their escape, declaring that they
could not abandon their poor. This noble determination
won for them the respect and esteem of the people. Of
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— 539 the three oaths imposed by the assemblies, at that time di
recting public affairs, namely : the oath of the civil con
stitution of the clergy, oath to the established government,
and that of liberty and equality, only the last was exacted
of the Sisters. In this grave situation they could not be
mistaken, in following the advice of the Bishop, of the
Vicar-General, and of Father Ferrand, director of their
conscience; without hesitation the Sisters refused the oath
and all else that was required of them contrary to religion
and justice. Bound and imprisoned in the Abbey of Saint
Yaast, transferred thence to the monastery of Providence
or Bon-Pasteur , afterwards brought to the prison des Bau
dets in the city of Arras,—everywhere they exercised their
apostolate of charity for the relief and consolation of those
imprisoned with them. Finally, having been conducted
to the city of Cambrai, they were there summoned to ap
pear again before the Revolutionary tribunal where they
were condemned to death. They walked to the place of
execution as to a triumph, fervently reciting the Rosary,
Litany of the Blessed Virgin, and chanting the Ave
Maris Stella. It is related that Sister Fontaine who was
the Superioress, as well as the oldest Sister, predicted that
she and her companions would be the last victims of the
persecution, and that public tranquillity and peace would
shortly be restored. It was on June 26, 1794, that these
valiant athletes of Christ with heavenly joy mounted the
scaffold.
Now turning our attention to the Ursulines of Valenci
ennes we behold a new illustration of Christian fortitude
and constancy.
Clotilde Josèphe P a i l l o t , in religion, Marie Clotilde
Angèle de Saint François de Borgia, was born, at Bavay
and baptized November 22, 1739; she was remarkable for
the angelic purity of her character ; of the fifteen young
girls confided to her care, fourteen embraced the religious
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state; by lier wisdom and prudence she merited to be
placed at the head of her companions.
Marie Marguerite Josèphe L e r o u x , in religion, Marie
Scholastique de Saint Jacques, of the city of Cambrai, born
July 14, 1749, was well versed both in polite literature
and manual labor. A letter written from her prison, Octo
ber 20, 1794, gives evidence of her spirit of faith, her ad
mirable love of God, and the Church.
Ann Josèphe L e r o u x , in religion, Joséphine, of the city
of Cambrai, born January 23, 1747, was own sister to
Marie Marguerite, already mentioned. After the destruc
tion of the monastery of the Urbanists of Saint Clare where
she had been professed, she reached Mons. On account of
the recent events she took refuge in Valenciennes, where she
joined her sister. United to the Ursulines and clothed
with their habit she suffered with them the same death.
Hyacinte Augustine Gabrielle B o u r l a , in religion, Ma
rie Ursule de Saint Bernardin ; of the city of Con dé, was
born October 6, 1746. Her virtues shone with brilliant
lustre, emanating as they did, from a meek and humble heart.
Marie Geneviève Josèphe D t tc rez , in religion, Marie
Louise de Saint François d’ Assise, of the city of Condé,
born in 1756; was the model of her companions.
Jeanne Reine P r i n , in religion, Marie Laurence de Saint
Stanislas, of the city of Valenciennes, born July 9, 1747,
amid continual infirmities she remained firm and patient,
devoting herself unsparingly to the education of youth.
Marie Madeleine Josèphe D e ja r d in , in religion, Marie
Augustine du Sacré-Cœur de Jésus, of the city of Cam
brai, born in 1759, joined to a religious submission a pro
found contempt of self, and an ardent desire of martyrdom.
Marie Louise Josèphe V a n o t , in religion, Marie Nata
lie de Saint Louis, of the city of Valenciennes, born June
12, 1728, was distinguished among her companions by her
many virtues.
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Marie Augustine R a u x , in religion, Anne Marie, native
of Pont-sur-Sambre, born October 20, 1762, endeavored to
instil into the hearts of her pupils the piety with which
her own was animated.
Marie Liévine L a c r o i x , in religion, Françoise, native
of Pont-sur-Sambre, born March 24, 1760, was a relig
ious of Saint Bridget; after the suppression of the monastic
orders, she entered the community of the Ursulines. Re
markable for her love of God and her charity towards her
neighbor, she labored successfully in the education of day
scholars.
F in a l ly , Jeanne Louise B a r r e , in religion, Marie Cordule
de Saint Dominique, native of Sadlly-en-Ostrevent, was born
and baptized August 23, 1750. She had known how to re
sist the charms of the world and the entreaties of her fam
ily, humble and fervent, she persevered in her vocation.
Towards the close of the year 1793, these eleven relig
ious were detained in the prison of Valenciennes whilst
waiting to be accused of the crime of emigration and to be
condemned to death; the other religious of the same mon
astery of Belgian nationality were sent elsewhere. On the
seventeenth of October, five religious, Sisters Yanot, Prin,
Bourlé, Ducrez, and Déjardin, being cited before the tribu
nal were unjustly condemned. On receiving the sentence
they commended themselves to God, singing canticles and
hymns. Kneeling before a crucifix they received the bless
ing of their Superioress, then as the sentence was to be
put into immediate execution, they gave, one to another
the kiss of peace, and met death with heroic courage. On
the twenty-fifth of the same month, the Superioress,
Clotilde Paillot and her five companions were summoned
before the tribunal and condemned to capital punishment.
Mutually encouraging one another, and being strengthened
by prayer, and especially by the reception of the Holy
Eucharist, they met death with hearts filled with confiPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907
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deuce, chanting the Te Deum and the Litany of the Blessed
Virgin. They died generously pardoning the executioner
and the soldiers, and thus, with the palm of martyrdom,
were reunited to the first group of their companions.
Such is the record of events; and because the fame at
tached to the life, martyrdom, and cause of martyrdom of
these fifteen servants of God, was increasing day by day,
the process drawn up on this subject by the Ordinary in
the diocese of Cambrai, was brought before the Congrega
tion of Rites. Meanwhile a minute examination of the
writings attributed to these same Sisters had been made,
nothing was found in them of a nature to retard the prog
ress of the cause. Then, on the solicitation of the Postulator, Rev. Augustin Veneziani, of the Congregation of the
Mission, sustained by the urgent requests of the Institute
of the Daughters of Charity, and of the Ursulines, also,
in consideration of postulatory letters from certain most
eminent Cardinals, several prelates and other persons vested
with ecclesiastical or secular dignity, — of His Eminence
Cardinal Vincent Vannutelli, Bishop of Palestrina, Pro
moter of this same Cause, in the ordinary assembly of the
Sacred Congregation of Rites held at the Vatican, on the
date herein named, proposed to the members of this Con
gregation the following question: Shall the commission fo r
the introduction of the Cause under present circumstances
and fo r the end proposed , be signed f

The same Congregation having heard the report of the
Cardinal Ponent and all things having been maturely con
sidered; having listened to the oral and written report of
Rev. Father don Alexander Verde, Promoter of the Faith,
has agreed to answer: Affirmatively, that is; “ The commis
sion should be signed, if it so please H is Holiness ” May
14, 1907.
A relation of these facts having been made to our Holy
Father, Pope Pius X., by the undersigned secretary of the
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Sacred Congregation of Rites, and His Holiness having
approved and confirmed the rescript of the same Congre
gation, deigned to sign with his own hand the Commission
for the Introduction of the Cause of the Beatification, or
declaration of martyrdom of the said Venerable Servants
of God, Marie Madeleine Fontaine, and her three compan
ions of the Institute of the Daughters of Charity, and of
Marie Clotilde Angele de Saint François de Borgia and her
ten companions of the Order of IJrsuline Religious of Val
enciennes. The twenty-ninth of the same month and year.
L. S,

Séraphin, Cardinal C h e t o n i , Pref.
Diomede P a n i c i .
Archbishop of Lctodicea
Secretaries of S . C. of Rites.
DECRETUM .

CA M E R A C E N .

B E A T IF IC A T IO N IS SEU D E C L A R A T IO N S M A R T Y R II V EN E R A B IL IU M

SE R V AR U M D E I M A R IA E

M AGDALENAE

IN ST ITU T O

C A R IT A T IS ;

PU ELLA RU M

FR AN CISCO BO R GIA

F O N T A IN E E T TRIUM

N ECNO N

E T DECEM SOCIARUM

EID S,

S 0 CIARU M

E lU S , E X

M A R IA E CLÜTILD IS A N G E L A E A . S .
EX

ORDINE

MONIALIDM

U R SU L I-

NARUM .

Urgente saeculi XVIII gallica perturbatone simulque furente ad versus
fideles Ecclesiae filios persecutione, plures sunt raulieres fortes virorum robur aemulantes, quae vitae integritate fideique firmitate pulchrae et deco
ra« Dei servae ac Filiæ iniquo iudicio damnatae sunt. Invocarunt Domi
num ut non derelinqueret eas in die tribulationis et in tempore superborum
sine adiutorio. Et clementissimus Deus exaudivit eas, adiutor et protector
factus est illis, liberavitque a perditione atque eripuit de tempore iniquo
confitentes et collaudantes nomen suum. Ex his in præsenti causa quind e c i m Servae Dei iuxta ordinem proponuntur; nempe quatuor ex Institu
te Puellarum Caritatis et undecim ex Ordine Monialium Ursulinarum de
Valenciennes. Ex priori Instituto sunt: M aria M agdalena Fontaine, loc.
Etrépagny. nat. et bapt. 22 aprilis 1723;— Maria F rancisca P e la g ia Las n e l , loc. Eu, n. 24, b. 25 augusti 1745; — Maria T eresia M a g d a l e n a
Fantou, loc. Miitiac-Morvan, n. et b. 29 iulii 1747— et M a r i a Ioanna Ge
ra rd , loc. Cumière-Chattancourt, n. et b. 23 octobris 1752. Omnes istae
vertente anno 1789, in domo Atrebatensi anno 1656, vivente S. Vincentio
a Paulo, constituta commorabantur cum tribus aliis Rosa Micheaüx,
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I o a n n a F a b k e et F r a n c i s c a C o u t e c h e a u x . Prae ceteris eminebat Dei famula M a r i a M a g d a l e n a F o n t a i n e quae adhuc adolescentula in Institutum
Puellarum Caritatis cooptata, eos fecit cum aetate in virtute progressus,
ut domui regendae fuerit praeposita. Quo in muñere prudentiam, regularum observantiam ac propensam in subditas voluntatem ac sollieitudinem praem onstrabat. Imminente procella, sodales iuniores magis perioulis expósitas, a civitate abesse voluit, eiusque nutu sicuti C o u t e c h e a u x ad
suam familiam remeavit, ita consorores M i c h e a u x et F a b r e ad exteras re
giones profectae sunt. Hoc pacto simul eisdem in vitae discrimine prospec
tum est et ipsi civitaii quae, seditiosa procella remissa, eas incólumes et,
superstites recepii ad omnia caritatis officia in rei publicae utilitatem gerenda promptissimas. Ex pluribus autem testimoniis et seripturis acta
processualia referunt istas quatuor sorores, uti veras filias S. Vincentii a
Paulo, spiritu et virtute legiferi Patris imbutas fuisse; speciatim earum
praesidem. Ipsae pauperum necessitati bus praesto erant assidue et de im
pendente vitae periculo monitae ut sibi consulentes in tutiorem locum confugerent, constanter renuerunt, ne pauperes, uti aiebant, desererent.
Hinc totius populi existimationem cum veneratione sibi conciliabant. Ex
triplici iureiurando quod nationales Galliarum conventus imponebant
sive constitutionis civilis cleri, si ve consti tutionis regni, sive libertatis et
aequalitatis, hoc postremum a sororibus expostulatum est. Sorores au
tem quibus in re tam gravi etiam aliqua norma et consilium Sacri Antistitis necnon vicarii generalis et earum conscientiae moderatoris Rev. Ferrand deesse non poterant, iuramentum istud et quidquid contra religionem et iustitiam exigebatur, absque ulla haesitatione, denegarunt. Ligatae et in custodiam missae prius penes abbatiale de Saint-W aast, et pos
tea penes monasterium a Providentia seu Boni Pastoris. tandem in car
cererà de ßaudets, civitatis Atrebatensis, detrusae, ubique pium caritatis
apostolatum in levamen et consolationem sodalium custodiae et carceris
exercuerunt. In civitatem Cameracen. translatae, et a seditioso tribunali
iterum in iudicium deductae, capite damnatae sunt. Ad supplicium euntes rosarium et litanias B. V. M. ferventissime recitabant et quasi trium phum agerent, hymnum Ave M aris Stella decantabant. Senior ac praeses
F o n t a i n e se suasque socias extremas persecutionis victimas fore et publicam quietem ac tranquillitatem proxime adventuram praedixisse narratur. Denique die 26 iunii anno 1794, strenuae Christi atletae, caelesti
quadam iucunditate perfusae supremam capitis poenam tulerunt.
Quod si mens sese convertat ad Ursulinas de Valenciennes, nova christianae virtutis et constantiae invenit exempla.— C l o t i l d e s I o s e p h a P a i l l o t ?
in religione Maria Clotildes Angela a S. Francisco Borgia, loc. B avaj, n. et
b. 22 novembris 1739, suavibus atque angelicis moribus praestans, ex quindecim adolescentulis suae curae concreditis quatuordecim ingredi religiosum
Institutum sategit, et uti sapiens et prudens in consodalium antistitam eligi
meruit. — M a r i a M a r g a r i t a I o s e p h a L e r o u x , in rei. Maria Scholastica
a S. Iacobo, loc. Cambrai, n. 14 iulii 1749, litteris et labore manuura valde

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

120

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4

— 545 —
babilis, per epistolam die 20 octobris 1794 in carcere eonseriptam, fidem
suam ntque arnorem in Deum et in Ecclesiam mirifice ostendit. — A n n a
I o s e p h a Leroux, in rei. Iosephina, loc. Cambrai, n. 23 Ianuarii 1747, soror
germana praedictae Mariae Margaritae, everso conventu Urbanistarum a S.
Clara, in quo erat m onialis professa,- novisque ortis eventibus Mons petiit
unde | os tea Valenciennes ubi cum ipsa sorore atque Ursulinis consociata,
earumque veste tuduta, cum iisdem violentam mortem subiit. — H y a c i n t h a
A u g u s t i n a . G a b r i e l l a B ou rla, in rei. Maria Ursula a S. Bernardino, loc.
Condé, n. 6 Octobris 1746, cuius virtus ex corde miti et humili splendidius
e lu x it. — M a r l a G e n o v e p h a T o s e p h a D u c r e z , in rei. Maria Aloisia a S.
Francisco Assisiensi, loc. Condé, n. an. 1756, in exemplum sodalibus se
exhibuit. — I o a n n a R e g i n a P r i n , in rei. Maria Laurentia a S. Stanislao,
loc. Valenciennes, n. 9 lu lii 1747, in continua infirmitate qua laborabat,
fortis ac patiens, institutricis munere diligenter functa est. — M a r i a M a g 
d a l e n a I o s e p h a D é j a r d i n , in rei. Maria Augustina a S. Corde lesu, loc.
Cambrai, n. an. 1759, obsequium in religionem cum sui contemptu et martyrii desiderio coniunxit, — Maria A l o i s i a I o s e p h a V anot, in rei. Maria
Natalia a S . Aloisio, loc. Valenciennes, n. 2 iunii 1728, inter socias virtu te
praestitit. — Maria A u g u s t i n a R a u x , in rei. Anna Maria, loc. Pont-surSambre, n. 20 octobris 1762, pietatem in Deum quam fovebat, puellis inserere cu ra v it.— Maria L i e v i n a Lacroix, in rei. Prancisca, loc. Pont-surSambre, u. 24 Martii 1750, monialis Birgittina, suppressis Ordinibus monasticis Ursulinarum Institutum amplexa est, et caritate in Deum et in
proximum nitens, alumnas quoque externas optime direxit.— et Ioanna
A l o i s i a B a r r e , in rei. Maria Cordula a S. Dominico, loc. Sadlly-en-Ostrevent, n. et b. 23 augusti 1750, mundi ac familiae oblectamentis resistens
hum ilis et fervens in sua vocatione perseveravi^ Anno 1793 prope finem
vergente, istae undecim sorores in carceribus Valencenarum inclusae, cri
mine em igrationis accusandae et capite damnandae, permanserunt ; ceterae
ex eodem monasterio quum e natione belgica essent, alio fuere translatae.
Eodem anno, die 17 octobris quinque sorores V anot, P r i n , B o u r l a , Du
c r e z et D e j a r d i n ad tribunal adductae et iniqua sententia perculsae, psalmis et canticis sese Deo commendabant. Genibus flexis ante Christi cruci
affixii maginem, benedictionem suae praesidis acceperunt, et cum pacis
amplexu sese invicem dimittentes, urgente sententiae executione, mortem
heroica fortitudine sustinuerunt. Die vero 23 eiusdem mensis ipsa praeses
C l o t i l d e s P a i l l o t et ceterae quinque sodaies ad iudicium vocatae, poenam
capitis sibi impositam audierunt. Precibus, mutuisque solatiis et dape
caelesti roboratae, fidenti animo ad mortem gradientes hymnum Ambrosianum et litanias Lauretanas canebant. Brevi post, m ilitibus et carnifici
generose ignoscentes interemptae sunt et cum palma victoriae priori sociarum agm ini adiunctae. Hisce praemissis, quum fama de vita, et martyrio
et causa martyrii praedictarum quindecim Dei famularum m agis in dies
clara invalesceret, Processus Ordinarii in Curia Cameracen. Super ea
adornati, ad Sacram Rituum Congregationem delati sunt. Interim, revi-
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gione scriptorum quae eisdem sororibus attribuuntur peractaT quum niliil
obstaret quominus ad ulteriora procedi posset, instante R ino D no Angus
tino Veneziani, e Oongregatione Missionis, huius Causae Postulatore, supplicia vota utriusque Instituti Puellarum Caritatis et Ursulinarum depromente, attentisque litteris postulatoriis quorundam Em orom S. R. E. Cardinalium, plurium Ilm orum Sacrorum Antistitum aliorumque virorum ec
clesiastica vel civili dignitate praestantium, Emus et R m us Diius cardinalis Vincentius Vannutelli, Episeopus Praenestinus, eiusdem causae relator,
in Ordinariis Sacrorum Rituum Congregationis Comiti is subsignata die ad
Vaticanum coadunatis sequens dubium discutiendum proposuit : 11A n sit
signanda Commissio introductionis causae, in easu et ad effectum de quo agitu r ? ” Et Sacra eadem Congregatio post relationem ipsius E m i cardinali»
ponentis, omnibus m ature perpensis, audito etiam voce et scripto R. P . D.
Alexandro Verde, Sanctae Fidei Promotore, rescribendum censuit “ Affir
mative seu signandam esse Commissionem, si Sanotissimo placu erit.”
Die 14 maii 1907.
Facta postmodum de his Sanctissimo Domino Nostro Pio Papae X per
subscriptum Sacrae Rituum Congregationis secretarium relatione, Sanctitas Sua sententiam Sacrae eiusdem Congregation is ratam habens, propria
manu signare dignata est Commissionem introductionis causae beatificationis seu declarationis m artyrii praedictarum venerabilium servarum Dei
M ariae M agdalenae F ontain e et trium sociarum eius ex Instituto Puel
larum Caritatis necnon M ariae C lo tild is A n g e la e a S. Francisco Borgia
et decem sociarum eius ex Ordine Monialium Ursulinarum de Valenciennes.
Die 29, iisdem mense et anno.

Seraphinus Card. Chetoni, S. R. C. Praefectus.
•f*

Diomedes

P

a n ic i,

Àrchiep. Laodicen.,

S. R . G. Secretarius.
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OUR DEAR DEPARTED
OUR M ISSIONARIES
Rev. Gaétan Sakowski, Cracow, Austria, May 31, 1907 ; 67 years of age,
28 of vocation.
Brother Anthony Conti, Rome, Italy : May 1907; 76 years of age 51
of vocation.
Brother Joseph Hoebeli, Perry ville, United States, May 26, 1907 ; 31
years of age, 5 of vocation.
Rev. John Yivens, Maranhao, Brazil, July 14, 1907 ; 35 years of age,
11 of vocation.
Brother Augustin Lecul, Buenos-Ayres, Argentine Republic; July 1907;
36 years of age, 16 of vocation.
Rev. Achille Berardini, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 17, 1907; 70 years
of age, 51 of vocation.
Rev. J . B. Cornagliotto, Marianna, Brazil, July 23, 1907; 84 years of
age, 60 of vocation.
Rev. John Villa, Jaro Philippines, July 22, 1907 ; 42 years of age, 27
of vocation.
Rev. Vincent Romano, Lucca, Italy, August 1907 ; 63 years of age, 28
of vocation.
Brother Pennaroli (Pellegrino) Placentia. Italy, August 7, 1907; 69
years of age, 23 of vocation.
OUR SISTERS
Sr. Marie Le Saint, Salonica, Turkey; 66, 40.
,, Irene Schultz, Gratz, A ustria; 34, 9.
,, Marie Vandone, Turin, Italy ; 77,50.
,, Dominica Pesando, Dronero, Ita ly ; 56, 34.
,, Emelia Louveau, Ans, Belgium; 70, 46.
,, Jane Balohe, Nice, France; 33, 8.
,, Catharine Bukarz, Zsoln, H ungary; 27, 4.
,, Rose Hauswirth, P ’apa, H ungary; 50, 33.
,, Marie Berro, Montevideo, U ruguay; 35, 6
,, Marie Brunet, Château-1’Evêqe, France; 66, 46.
,, Catharine Dandurand, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 80, 59.
,, Caroline Rouly, St. Paul, Isle de la Réunion; 87* 62.
8
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Sr. Marie Dumont, Clichy, France; 71, 49.
,, Filoména Gil, Valencia, Spain; 58, 34.
,, Isabel Diez, Puente del A rzo b isp o , Spain ; 21, 3,
,, Escolastica Luengo, Valdemoro, Spain; 61, 43.
,, Anne Gautronneau, Levallois, France; 64, 35.
,, Anais Aubert, Montolieu, France; 71, 51.
,, Maria Villanueva, Madrid, Spain; 58, 36.
,, Maria Alégria, Orotava, Canaries; 69, 51.
,, Jane Morisseau, Guayaquil, Ecuador; 48, 25.
,, Marie Luhueron, Clichy, France; 76, 51.
,,, Marie Jove, Clichy, France; 82, 53.
,, Marie Dudas, Buda-Pesth, H ungary; 26, 6.
,, EHriode Willner, Hengsberg, A ustria; 26, 5.
,, Marie Marusic, Marburg, A ustria; 27, 4.
,, Henrietta Abel, Valence, France; 62, 36.
,, Marie Bosse, Angers, France; 76, 47.
,, Micheline Fumagalli, Ricovero de Turin, France; 41, 21.
,, Amelia Ferreira, Bahia, Brazil; 64, 37.
,, Marie Delsel, Bahia, Brazil; 78, 58.
,, Elizabeth Mounier, Bas-en Basse, France, 53, 32.
,, Theresa Bauch iero, Parma, Italy; 65, 45.
,. Magdalena Ribelles, Havana, Cuba; 74, 52.
,, Maria Ormazabel, Murcia, Spain; 47, 20.
,, Maria Altimira, Majorca, Balearic Is.; 31, 10.
,, Hedvvige Fragder, Buda-Pesth, A ustria; 36, 13.
,, Agnes Helminger, Schwarzach, A ustria; 52, 30.
,, Elizabeth Gunsch, Veszprem, H ungary; 77, 53
,, Rosa Angelini, Naples. Italy ; 46,21.
,, Sophie Skibicki, Leopol, Poland; 25, 3.
,, Marie Pêne, Château-F Evêque, France; 70, 46.
,, Madeleine Véroul, Pen-Bron, France; 49, 24.
,, Maria Talens, Alcira, Spain; 77, 48.
,, Maria Sala, Valencia, Spain ; 32, 8.
,, Petra Rubin de Celis, Valdemoro, Spain; 38, 14.
„ Elizabeth Schuster, Pinkofo, H ungary; 26,4.
,, Marie Piloczynska, Leopol, Poland; 50, 25
,, Marie Ploderer, Reichenberg, A ustria; 63, 38.
,, Jeanne Gaillardan, Château-1’Evêque, France; 31, 7.
,, Marie Descuilhès, Auch, France; 83, 65.
,, Marie Lefebvre, Valenciennes, France; 77, 38.
,, Marie Cazalens, Versailles, France; 72, 39.
,, Maria Gimeno, Manilla, Philippines; 31, 8.
,, Isabel Sirbente, Madrid, Spain; 30, 6.
,, Marie Chauchat, Paris, France; 68, 46.
,, Marie Bergonié, Lyons, France; 77, 56,
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Sr.
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,
,,

Jeanne Stéphan, Rennes, France; 28, 9.
Marie de Rouget, Paris, France; 86, 59.
Alberdne Truskolowska, RozdoJ, Polish-Austria;
Marie Papich, Paris, France; T9, 55,
Benoîte Cotton, Rochefort, France: 85,^64.
Marie Morel, Bone, A lgeria; 79, 59.
Antoinette Gaiger, Vienna, A ustria; 30, 12.
Em ilie Bourguignon, Lille, France; 74, 57.
Jeanne Hugonod, Lille, France; 68, 43.
Anne Nenhuber, Reideubourg, Austria; 63, 38.
Abrahama Perea, Barcelona, Spain; 53, 36.
Lydia Piato, Mondovi, Italy ; 37, 16.
Louise Deletre, Caen, France; 79, 58.
n Marie Mortorell, Carthagena, Spain; 32, 7.
,, Marie D« Giorgis, Lima, Peru; 82, 61.
,, Marie Rubin, Villeneuve-Saint-Georges, France;
,, Marie Itier, Narbonne, France; 44, 20.
,, Anne Greco, Naples, Italy ; 68, 50.
,, Patricia Gusierrez, Cobreces, S pain; 47, 26.
,, Marie Pionnié, Pernambuco, Brazil; 42, 17.
,, Julienne Poschl, Laibach, Austria; 40, 18.
,, Marie Peyrat, Narbonne, France; 65, 44
,, Marie Balogh, Nagyvarad-Vinchehaz, Hungary ;
,, Hélène Dupuy, Gonesse, France; 66, 42.
,, Marie Darsouse, Paris, France; 75, 55.
„ Martine Marescaux, Louvain, Belgium; 71, 44.
,, Gertrude Martini, Cologne, Germ any; 78, 44.
,, Angela Tenivella, Turin, Italy ; 31, 10.
,, Frances Penin, Toulouse, France; 77, 55.
,, Marie Delaygue, Toulouse, France; 56, 33.
,, Henrietta Bastuba, Culm, Polish Russia; 66, 41.
,, Jeanne Ballofet, Grenoble, France; 33, 5.
,, Celine Barberot, Ans, Belgium; 52, 29.
,, Marie Klanjscek, Laibach, Austria; 28, 6.
,, Marie de Baijo, Brussels, Belgium; 75, 45.
,, Elizabeth Gorezorz, Gratz, A ustria; 22, 3.
,, Refugio Linarte, San Salvador, C. America; 71,
,, Rosalie Simeteis, Tenez, Algeria ; 44, 24.
Ildefonsa Gonzalez, Bejucal, Cuba; 62, 41.
,, Maria Arizu, Salamanca, Spain; 40, 21.
,,'M illana Lopez, Leon, Spain; 80, 56.
,, Paula de Diego, Santiago de Galicia; 33, 4.
,, Tomasa Gonzabai, Cordova, Spain.
,, Anne Belis, Paris, France; 64, 41.
Anna Rainer, Schwarzach, Austria; 32, 4
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Jeanne Bard, Montolieu, France: 65, 44
Julia Clairet, Paris, France; 62, 43.
Caroline Polaczek, Cracow, P oland; 74, 47.
Raymonde Lemasson, Toulouse, France; 78, 52.
Frances Biscak, Laibach, A ustria; 25, 6.
Frances Pailhez, Barcelona* Spain; 47, 20.
Marguerite Herkeurath, Buda-Pesth, Hungary ; 74, 53Marie R anner; Rimaszombat, Hungary ; 36, 13.
Lucia Yolta, Turin, Italy," 27, 5.
Marcella Kelly, Waco, Texas, U. S. ; 27, 9.
Mariana Brown, Em m itsburg, U. S.; 78, 58.
Mary A gatha Morgan, Chicago, U. S .; 47, 18.
Perboyre Schnider, Buffalo, U. S .; 83, 60.
Agnes Padgett, Chicago, U. S .; 47, 22.
MercedesFresquez, Baltimore, U. S .; 38, 12.
Teresa Buckley, Milwaukee, U .S .; 58, 34.
Dionysia McMahon, San Francisco, U. S .; 53, 21.

R. I. » .
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TH E CONGREGATION OF T H E MISSION
DURING T H E REVOLUTION
1788-1800
G E N E R A L S H IP OF V E R Y R E V . F E L IX CAYLA DE LA GARDE
Tenth Superior General { Continued 1)

§ 13. — Massacre at Saint Firmin
When the churches of Paris had been transferred to
proscribed priests, and nearly all religious communities
had been driven from their monasteries, the Houses of
Saint Lazare and Saint Firmin became the refuge of loyal
priests, where they could celebrate the Sacred Mysteries;
several of these had even taken up their abode at the latter
house. The inviolable attachment of all the priests of Saint
Lazare to sound principles, the fearlessness displayed by
Father Cayla in defending the interests of the Church
at the tribunal, and on all other occasions; the confidence
that good priests reposed in him ; the influence he exercised
to encourage many of them in their geneixms resolution to
adhere to their duty and to endure exile and suffer death,
rather than sully their lips writh an impious oath; these cir
cumstances and many others not less honorable to the Mis
sionaries, had aroused against them the fury of the dema
gogues, as well as of the priests who had taken the oath.
Moreover, at that time it did not require much to excite
the rage of the bewildered populace against the Mission
aries. Impiety had marked out the house of Saint Lazare
1 See preceding numbers, pp. 104, 258, 410,—The following narration
is principally from Barruel’s, u Histoire du clerge pendant la Revolution ”
Vol. II. Barruel had at his disposal an unpublished manuscript, w ritten
by Father Boullangier, Priest of the Mission. This m anuscript was found
among Barruel’s papers, preserved in the library of the Jesuit Fathers,
Rue Lhomond, Paris. — Note of the Annals.

8*

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

127

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N

—

552

—

to be the tomb of its inmates and the theatre of one of its
most sanguinary attacks But the Almighty did not per
mit the plot against this establishment to be put into execu
tion. For the house of Saint Firmin, cradle of the Con
gregation, was reserved the glorious privilege of being
dyed with the blood of its Superior, four of its Mission
aries, 1and a large number of other faithful and courageous
priests.
We borrow the account of the Massacre at Saint Fir
ming from the Annales religieuses politiques et littéraires
(Vol. I ). We hope that when we treat of this subject we
shall be able to gather more abundant information concern
ing this gloomy episode of the Revolution, from the very
process-verbal of the inquest, drawn up some time after
that lamentable event.
After the dowfall of royalty the fury of the demagogues
was directed against priests who had refusd the oath. At
the height of the insurrection, August 10,1792, the National
Assembly, authorized its president, Gensonné, to name in
every section commissioners empowered to invite the peo
ple themselves to take the necessary measures, “ whereby
crime should feel the full weight of the law.” The General
Council of the Commune de Pai'is , issued a proclamation
containing this passage: “Sovereign Nation, suspend thy
vengeance, justice asleep to-day resumes her rights ; all the
guilty shall perish on the scaffold.”
This Council also transmitted to all quarters, instructions
to arrest the nobles and priests, and conduct the latter either
to the Seminary of Saint Firmin,2to the Abbey, or to the
1 A t the close of this article on Father Cayla, we shall mention the
Missionaries who so gloriously met their death at Saint Firm in’s.
2 Saint Firm in, formerly known as the College des Bons-Enfants, was
a seminary under the direction of the Missionaries. This house, of which
only a portion now remains, was located rue Saint Victor, at the corner of
the Fossés Saint-B ernard .—To-day Rue des Ecoles. (See Book Notices.)
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Church of the Carmelites which was to be used as a prison.
This order was received with acclamations on Sunday, Au
gust thirteenth, in the quarter called sans-culottes, as was
likewise the plan of imprisoning faithful priests in the
Seminary of Saint Firmin, where already eighteen ecclesi
astics, driven from their posts, were detained and no longer
at liberty to leave.
At eight o’clock on the morning of August fourteenth,
the priests and seminarians of Saint Nicholas, were dragged
to Saint Firming. The abundant aims which they had be
stowed-on the poor of their quarter were forgotten. The
very people whom they had supported were the most eager
in securing and executing their arrest. One of these priests,
Father Bonnet, so well known for his charity, had, during
the terrible winter of 1788, distributed among the poor
everything at his disposal. “ I have nothing left,” he said
to some women who begged an alms. “You have a handker
chief,” they replied, “for you are holding it in your hand.”-^uVery well! here, take it.” To arrest this priest the pop
ulace returned three times. Father Andrieux, Superior of
the same community, with his collaborators and seminari
ans, was cited before the quarter ; on their arrival the court
of Saint Firmin’s, crowded with infuriated men, women, and
children, resounding with yells of barbarian joy, a man was
heard to call out : “Give them to me, that I may dispatch
them with my ax.”
At three o’clock that same day, yells still more savage,
announced a notable capture. It was that of the priests
of the house of the Newly Converted, conducted trium
phantly by fifty men armed with pickaxes and bayonets. At
the head of these prisoners walked the venerable Father
Guerin du Rocher, celebrated for his, Histoire véritable des
temps fabuleux , the erudition of whose author had aston
ished the literary world. All who were intimately ac
quainted with this worthy priest admired in him something
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907
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more praiseworthy then his extensive learning; namely, his
deep humility which so completely concealed the scholar,
as to render him the most simple and unassuming of men.
A soul gained to God by his catechetical instructions was
of far greater value to him than his widespread reputation.
To-day for the first time, he seemed to depart from his ha
bitual simplicity. He wore his cassock and long cloak as
on feast days, and walked exultingly at the head of these
glorious confessors of Jesus Christ; beside him was his el
der brother, an ancient Jesuit, who also had returned a
short time before from the Eastern Missions. From the
countries through which he had traveled both as a man of
science and an evangelist, he had brought back a wealth of
knowledge with which he had begun to favor the public in
a series of letters on the religion, morals, and antiquities of
the nations he had visited. His premature death has for
ever deprived us of these precious treasures.
With these came other priests, some made prisoners in
their homes, others in the Abbey Saint Victor, others again
in the Foundling Hospital, where they had spent many
years in the exercise of their charitable ministry. There
was still another, Father Ladevese; his sole delight for ten
years had been to serve the sick and dying at the Hotel
Dieu. Refusing the oath, he was deprived of his functions
and forced to leave that house where by his zeal and char
ity he had brought relief to people of the poorest class. By
his kindness he had preserved the friendship of some of
his fellow countrymen of the Vivarais, who were then at
Paris. Although they did not share his sentiments, never
theless, having been informed of the horrible massacres
which were being plotted against faithful priests, they
warned him, and offered him a secure asylum in their own
lodgings.' But Father Ladevese, fearing they might influ
ence him to take the oath, declined their offer; he pre
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ferred to expose himself to martyrdom rather than to their
seductive solicitations.
That same morning about ten o’clock, an armed band
went to the House of Christian Doctrine, so respected in
this quarter for the services which Its members had never
ceased to render to all who had recourse to their ministry*
Moreover, these good Fathers were noted for their regular
ity and for the course of instructions that they gave during
the whole year, and to which people flocked from all parts
of Paris. Some neighbors, aware of the threats made against
this house were on the lookout. When, therefore, the satel
lites appeared, they caught sight of them in time to warn
the Fathers who escaped by the door on the Rue Neuve
Saint Etienne whilst the soldiers entered through the front
door. Two of the priests, however, Fathers Bochot and
Felix, would not flee. The Superior, Father Bochot, was
distinguished, besides his advanced age, for his virtues, and
his zeal in the direction of souls. God, who willed to crown
his labors with the palm of martyrdom, doubtless inspired
him with this noble resolution. The second, Father F6lix,
merited to be regretted by those who admired his genial dis
position, and his readiness to oblige. Only these two were
conducted to Saint Firmin’s and massacred with the others.
Lastly, Father Gros, pastor of the parish, was impris
oned there. Few pastors held a stronger claim to the re
spect and affection of the people.
When the second of September dawned, there were
about ninety ecclesiastics at Saint Firm in’s. Far from sus
pecting the fate in store for them, they were looking for
ward to being liberated in obedience to the decree of depor
tation of August 26, 1792, which had been communicated
to them. Master Henriot, commander of the section, had
called them rascals and had told them that they were all to
perish, but the public, pompous manner in which he deliv
ered these threats seemed to insinuate that this was done
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only to frighten the prisoners. Whilst they entertained
this feeling of security a butcher boy just arrived from the
Carmelites, managed to enter Saint Firm in’s. He came in
quest of Father Boullangier, procurator of the seminary*
who had been allowed the necessary liberty to provide for
the needs of the establishment. Perceiving him, the boy
said pleadingly: “Save yourself^ Sir, this evening you will
all be massacred.” Unwilling to credit so frightful an asser
tion, and suspecting some trap, Father Boullangier thought
it prudent to consult Father François, the Superior. They
decided to send a servant to gather information, but in vain
did they await his return. Meanwhile, the butcher, im
patient at Father Bonllangier’s hesitation, urged him again :
“All the priests at the Carmelites have been massacred,”
said the boy, “in a quarter of an hour it will be too late to
flee.” It was a critical moment, for the guards had to be
passed. There arrived at this juncture two young men
bent on the same design, and without giving Father Boullangier the delay he asked, they hurried him along, and
their arms deceiving the sentinels, they succeeded in reach
ing the street. The butcher boy had taken him by the arm
like one of his comrades, and thus they passed through the
band of assassins who were already securing the doors.
Delivered from such imminent peril, Father Boullangier in
recognition of the service rendered him offered his libera
tor some money. “No, Sir,” answTered the young man, “I
am too well paid in having saved you. Curiosity led me
to the Carmelites; ah! Sir, when I beheld all those priests
die like saints, I could not resist such a spectacle, and I
promised God that I would do my best to rescue at least a
few. Now that God has granted me this favor I am only
too happy.” Father Boullangier asked him to try to save
some others, or at least warn them of what had taken place
at the Carmelites. “I go instantly,” he rejoined, “since yon
are safe. O my God I if I can only succeed!” Un fortuhttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1
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nately he failed in his attempt ; the doors were all too well
guarded and the carnage was to begin next morning at
daybreak.
At five o’clock, on September third, the executioners had
all arrived. The populace rushing in, clamored for the
lives of those best known to them, “Keep our saint,” they
screamed, in speaking of Father Lhomond professor emer
itus of the College du Cardinal Lemoine. Therefore this
holy priest with three other ecclesiastics was placed under
the protection of the law. The commissioners of the quar
ter wished also, to rescue Father François, Priest of the
Mission, and Superior of the Seminary, His charities, zeal,
meekness, the whole tenor of his life, filled with good works,
had merited for him this distinction from those who had so
long been edified by his virtues, and who had been so often
the recipients of his bounty; but on the other hand, Father
Francois had written, besides works remarkable for the
clearness and precision with which he had placed the most
important truths within the grasp of minds the least en
lightened, a book entitled: Mon apologie, wherein he had
developed all the reasons that could influence priests not
to take the oath of the civil constitution of the clergy;
therefore, he was pointed out to the murderers as a victim
that no consideration should shield from their fury. Bent
on fulfilling these orders, they braved the whole section,
seized and slaughtered Father François with the others.
The assailants dispersed, throughout the Seminary, pen
etrated the most secret places, forced the closed doors with
the butt end of their muskets, and gathering together their
victims brought the greater number into the street where
they dispatched them, one after another. But from time
to time during this horrible scene, by a refinement of cru
elty that can scarcely be imagined, they threw some of the
priests out of the windows, to be caught on the points of
iron pikes, to the acclamations of this horde of cannibals*
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Among the spectators was a band of bloodthirsty women
armed with clubs used to pound down plaster; they ran
furiously on those who though already severely wounded,
still preserved some signs of life and ended the work by
beating them to death. We have it from an eye-witnessthat on entering the priests’ rooms, the wretches began by
running their prisoners through with the sword and then
hurled them into the street from the different stories; some
of the priests with their arms mutilated were suspended
by the feet from the windows,. while the ferocious execu
tioners and the spectators took pleasure in watching and
prolonging their sufferings. It is also related that these*
holy priests fortified themselves against a death of such
unparalleled horror by the all-powerful Sign of the Crossv
Thus perished that generous pastor Father Gros. It had
remained only with himself to escape from his jailers but to
the suggestion to this effect made him the day before he re
plied : u The people know that I have been brought here, if
they do not find me, they will ransack the house and I shall
be the cause that those who might be saved by hiding will be
discovered; it is better that I be sacrificed, that others may
be spared.” When the wretches appeared, he perceived
among them one of his parishioners, 44My friend,” said he,
“ I recognize you.” “ And I also,” rejoined the man, “ I
recognize you, and I know the good you have done me,
but it is not my fault: it is the nation’s wish that you per
ish.” He made a sign to his comrades who helped him to
throw his benefactor from the window. Shortly after Fath
er Gros’ will was opened; he had bequeathed all his prop
erty to the poor of his parish.
Another victim was Father Moufle, vicar of Saint Mer
ry’s. He had at first taken the oath but when the perse
cution was at its height, he felt constrained to retract it and
to make this act as public as possible: His most ardent
wish was to shed his blood in reparation for his weakness,
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and his prayer was granted for he was butchered like the
rest.
Father Pottier, former Superior of the Eudists at Rouen
had been guilty of the same cowardice. He had complied
with the law and had taken the oath, owing to his reputa
tion many among the priests and „people were seduced by the
example. But God did not permit his illusion to last long.
The third day after his fall he repented, and with manly
courage he most solemnly retracted his error. Works flowed
from his pen to strengthen the weak whose convictions
had been shaken and to enlighten the ignorant who had
been misled. The persecution at length drove him to Paris;
here he became an apostle. Priests flocked to his instruc
tions and more especially to the spiritual retreats he gave
to prepare himself and others for death. When that mo
ment arrived he died, preaching the faith to his assassins
and pardoning them from the bottom of his heart.
The Abbe Hauy, well known for his works 011 miner
alogy had also been imprisoned at Saint Firming. He
had carefully concealed his title of Academician, hoping
to share the fate of his confrères, but the demands of the
Academy of Sciences obtained his release. His tardiness
in taking advantage of his freedom, plainly manifested how
highly he appreciated the glory of which he had been
deprived.
At Saint Firmin’s, as well as at the Carmelites, was found
one of those pious laymen who in the turmoil of the world,
and even in the army had preserved his heart free from
vice and the contagion of the age. After having been for
forty years the admiration of his brothers-in-arms, Mr. Jean
Antoine Joseph Villette, captain in the regiment of Barrois,
had retired into this Seminary to spend the remainder of
his days in the exercises of a religious life. He had lived
here six years, laboring most fervently at the sanctification
of his own soul. Works of charity, prayer, and pious readPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907
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ing, had made him ripe for heaven. When the house was
besieged he was told that he need only ask for his liberty
to obtain it, but as Mr. Le Valfont had done at the Carmel
ites, the old soldier answered; “ I shall take good care not
to do so, I am too happy here.” He made his immediate
preparation for death by receiving Holy Communion daily
during the three weeks of his imprisonment. A model of
piety during his life, he was one at death, firmly and calm
ly bowing beneath the blows of the assasins.
A short time after the massacres it was rumored that
some of the priests who had suffered at the hands of the
rabble, not having been mortally wounded, were able to go
about again, but this statement can hardly agree with the
frenzy manifested by the murderers, especially the women
as has been shown above. Alas! their sanguinary rage was
not satiated by the clubbing they gave their victims to ex
tinguish every breath of life that might have remained5after
they were thrown from the windows; these furies were seen
to jump and trample on the still palpitating bodies and hor
rors were perpetrated which the pen refuses to retrace.
When these mutilated corpses had been piled into carts,
less it seems to give them burial, than to continue to out
rage them, these female cannibals added to the atrocities of
the funeral procession by mounting the tumbrels and barba
rously holding up the broken, truncated limbs to the view
of passers-by, crying out: “ Long live the nation!” They
apparently wished to show that women, though possessed of
more delicate sensibilities than men, when they follow the
bent of corrupt nature and give themselves up to unbridled
passion, outstrip in cruelty the very executioner.
These bloody scenes were multiplied throughout Paris;
the Carmelites and Saint Firmin’s were not the only thea
tres of such abominations. There were massacres also at
the Conciergerie, at the convent of the Bernardines, at the
Pont-au-Change, Bic6tre, and at the prison of La Force.
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| 14.— Translation of the Relies of
Saint Vincent de Paul
1 Translation of the Body of Saint Vincent.

Iii the pillage of Saint Lazare’s, July 13, 1789, the
church alone was spared, and the impious horde, although
capable of any crime, did not profane the body of Saint
Vincent de Paul. These precious relics remained in the
silver shrine until September 1, 1792. On that date, Devitry, commissary of national property, came to make the
seizure of the chapel silver. In the processes**verbal drawn
up at the time of the evacuation of Saint Lazare’s, August
thirtieth, and thirty-first, September first, fourteenth, twen
ty-seventh, twenty-eighth, October first, second, fourth,
1792, it is stated:
“ We drew out a silver-gilt shrine in which we found a
skeleton entire, clothed in a white alb, stole, maniple, with
white silk gloves, silver-gilt mask, and slippers, which
skeleton, the aforesaid Lazarists having asked permission to
take from the shrine to inclose in a wooden box, we grant
ed their request, etc.”
The process-verbal drawn up by the Missionaries, pres
ent when the holy relics were removed from the silver
shrine, mentions that they placed said relics in an oaken
chest, with the cushion, alb, stole, gloves and slippers with
which the body had been adorned; that said oaken chest
not being long enough, they had been obliged to detach the
copper wires that held in place the bones of the thighs and
legs, and to fold back the body.1
Unfortunately we have not in our possession the official
documents authenticating the deposit of the relics in a
I.

See Ordinance of Mgr. de Quelen, Archbishop of Paris, that a Te

Deum be sung in all the churches of his diocese (1830).
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safe, specified place, after their removal from Saint Lazarevs,
We know, however, that they were confided to Father
Daudet, Priest of the Mission, Procurator General of the
Congregation.
They were first taken to the house called Des deux p itiers en or, Rue des Mathurins-Sorbonne, owned by Mr.
Joubert, who for some time gave hospitality to his uncle,
Father Daudet.
When Father Daudet had purchased a house Rue Neuve
Saint Etienne, faubourg Saint Marceau, the oaken chest
was transferred thither. During the winter of 1797, Father
Daudet fell seriously ill, he then entrusted the relics to Mr;
Clairet, notary of the Congregation, but. after his recovery
reclaimed them. A letter from Father Daudet, dated
April 23, 1802, addressed to Father Brunet, Vicar General
of* the Congregation caused the latter some alarm and made
him apprehend that the Congregation was forever despoiled
of the precious remains of its Holy Founder. He, there
fore, communicated his fears to Father Daudet who reas
sured him by the following letter:
Paris, April 23, 1802.
If ever imputation wa3 false it is certainly that of which you have done
me the honor to inform me. (Father Brunet had been told that the body
of Saint Vincent was to be placed in the church of Notre D am e); earth is
not further removed from heaven than is this statement from the tru th . My
conduct for the past ten years proves most conclusively that the Congrega
tion m ust have ceased to exist before I would part with an object so pre
cious. I was attacked five years ago by a m alady from which one seldom
recovers. My first care was to place this precious deposit in a place of
security, but when the danger had passed the relics were returned to me.
I have never revealed to any one that they are in my possession. If any
thing is known it is not through me, but rather through some Daughters
of Charity who [may have spoken], and who, as I have been told, tried to
get possession of the relics and not succeeding, have perhaps planned to
have them deposited in the place you name; but I assure you this shall
not be, and w hat you have done me the honor to im part to me, will put
me more on my guard and make me take still greater precautions.
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On July 18, 1806, Father Brunet placed in the keeping
of the Daughters of Chanty, Rue du Vieux-Colombier,
the oaken chest containing the relics of Saint Vincent. A
deed of this deposit was drawn up on stamped paper and
given to the Vicar General of the Congregation; it reads
thus :
We, the undersigned, Sisters Thérèse Deschaux, Superioress General of
the Daughters of Charity ; Marie Duprat, A ssistant...., declare by the pres
ent deed either in our name, or in that of the sisters of our house of the
Rue du Vieux Colombier, or in the name of our Congregation or Commun*
ity as well present as in the future :
That we have received only as a deposit from the hands of our Most
Honored Father, Very Rev. François Florentin Brunet, Vicar General of
the Congregation of the Mission, and of the Company of the Daughters of
Charity, the entire body of Saint Vincent de Paul, our common Institutor and first Superior General, enclosed in an oaken chest, thirty-one
inches long, thirteen wide, fastened by a band stamped above and below
with the seal of said Congregation, to which our Most Honored Father has
also affixed at the same places the seal of his Vicar Generalship;
2. That all the undersigned bind themselves to restore said deposit to
our Most Honored Father, or to the Superiors or Vicar Generals of the said
Congregation on their first verbal order, without pretending, nor having a
right to pretend, under any pretext whatsoever, to retain any part or p o r
tion of the said relics;
3 That we will never expose said relics and that we will make no use
bf said deposit, nor show it to any one whomsoever, without the express
consent of our Most Honored Father) or the Superiors or Vicar Generals of
the said Congregation.
4. That the present deed can never be annulled under pretext that it is
not drawn up with judicial formalities which pretensions we formally re
nounce in the name of the undersigned.
Double copy taken under seal of our Company, Paris, July 18, 1806.
Thérèse Deschaux,Marie Duprat,Genevieve Félicité Chouilly, M.-Thérèse
Fernal, Jeanne Deniau, Sœur Madeleine Villot, Catherine-Elizabeth De
lorme, G .-J. Recourt, Catherine Girard.

The following declaration is affixed to the deed t
We, François Florentin Brunet, Vicar General of the Congregation of the
Mission and Superior General of the Company of the Daughters of Char
ity, attest that the chest mentioned in the above deed, containing the body
of Saint Vincent de Paul, having been taken by us from the place where it
has been deposited, has been to-day, in our presence and in the presence
of the Community of the Daughters of Charity, now living in their house
9
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in the Rue du Vieux-Colombier, and the priests of our Congregation, under
signed with us, transferred in profession by Fathers Pierre Claude, Lau
rent Philippe, and Pierre François Viguier, to the Ccmniunity chapel and
deposited in the crypt under the altar of Saint Vincent de Paul, erected on
the left, entering the chapel, that we have had our seal affixed as well to
the chest as to the linen that envelopes it and that we have placed therein
a duplicate of this same deed. Finally, we attest that we have kept one
of the keys of the same crypt and that the other is in the possession of the
Superioress General of the Daughters of Charity.
Paris, under our seal, July 18, 1806.
B r u n e t , C l a u d e , P h il ip p e , V ig u ie r .

2. Translation of the Heart of Saint Vincent.

In the chapel of Saint Lazare’s there was another relic
of Saint Vincent, one very dear to the Children of this
great Saint, a relic easy to screen from the rapacity of the
revolutionists; this was the heart of their Father inclosed
in a reliquary of the same shape presented in former years,
by the Duchess d’Aguillon,
As Father Sicardi, Assistant of the Congregation and
Director of the Daughters of Charity, intended to retire
into Italy if, as there was reason to apprehend, the times
should become more critical, to him in 1790, Father Cayla
thought it advisable to confide this treasure, placed in a
folio volume which had been hollowed out to incase it.
When in September, 1792, Father Sicardi decided to go
to Piedmont, the relic w~as sent at the same time but by a
different route as it was feared that if the Missionary were
recognized as a priest he would compromise the safety of
the relic, or that on the other hand the relic itself might
expose the priest to discovery. All this is made clearer in
the account of the journey, written by Sister Maître, one
of the four sisters whom Father Sicardi with two confrères
was taking with him to Italy.
“ On September 12, 1792, we left the Mother-House to
go to Turin, to establish there the first house of charity.
We were four sisters, namely : Sister Colasson, Superioress,
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Sisters Jolie, Lespinasse, and Maltre.1 We carried away
with us, hidden among our baggage packed in a wagon,
the heart of Saint Vincent with its cloths, wrappings, etc.
We were fortunate enough to possess this precious relic
in our house of charity for three months, and all that time
it was exposed on the altar in our little oratory,
“ Notwithstanding the care taken by Father Sicardi in
packing this precious relic, it sustained much injury on the
way. The silver case opened and several particles of the
heart fell on the altar. These we carefully gathered and
put in four reliquaries. Father Sicardi, having been called
on important business to Mondovi his native country, was
absent three months. When he returned we showed him
our reliquaries containing the particles and the opening in
the silver heart. Whilst he was examining it, more par
ticles fell out, and he decided to take the reliquary to the
Mission to have it soldered. Father Sicardi, however,
permitted us to keep our reliquaries because we begged
this favor of him.
“ The heart of Saint Vincent had scarcely been brought
to Turin, when the Missionaries solicited of the Archbishop,
Cardinal Costa permission to carry it in procession to beg
l.
Notes on Sister Maltre written by herself.— “ On leaving the Semina
ry February 1*789, I was sent to Hennebont (Morbihan) Two years later*
1791, the sisters were asked to take the oath which we all refused and were
in consequence obliged to leave the hospital. We answered that we could
not abandon the poor; persons of low condition were employed to substi
tute us in taking care of the sick. Then our sentence was read while a
cannon was rolled in front of the door to force us to leave and even the
match lit ready to be applied. We took refuge in the city at the homes of
some charitable ladies remaining thus separated for about two months ;
after this we w^ent to Belle-I!e-sur~Mer where we spent only two months,
for having been recognized by some soldiers as having been driven from the
hospital of Hennebont, we were sent out of the isle, two hundred soldiers
escorting us to the boat whilst they cried out: “ Maladiction is taking
leave of the isla n d : ” We spent that night at Vannes; here we had fresh
alarms, the sisters were affrighted by the threats of being paraded next
day mounted on asses, through the streets of the city. We were forced to
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of God through the intercession of their Blessed Father,
the cessation of a drought which public prayers had failed
to obtain.
“ We took part in this procession carrying wax candles
and walking behind the clergy. Hardly had we taken
thirty steps outside the church, when the rain began to fall
in torrents and all the people cried out through the streets :
‘It is a miracle!? A process-verbal of this wonderful oc
currence wras drawn up and presented to the Cardinal.
“ We had been four years in Turin when, in 1796, we were
obliged to go with the Princess of Condé, Madame Louise,
to Vienna, Austria, in order to avoid the French army
which, however, came there also. During our sojourn in
Vienna we realized that our reliquaries had not been
stamped with the seal of the Congregation, and, conse
quently if anything happened to us our sisters would not
know that these particles were from the heart of Saint Vin
cent. Our Superioress, Sister Colasson having the seal of
the Congregation in her possession, asked the Bishop of
Nancy, first chaplain of the Duchess of Angouleme, who
in 1797 was not yet married, to affix the se.al to the reli
quaries.
set out as soon as possible for Rennes, and after remaining here three months
started for Paris.
Shortly after, Superiors sent me to Turin with Sisters Colasson, Jolie,
and Lespinasse. On the journey we met w ith many insults and vexations
brought upon us by our humble demeanor. We did not wear our H abit;
our hats were of straw, and trimmed with ribbons a la nation. During the
night we had to be placed under guard as we were being watched by some
soldiers who overheard our conversation ; we were even threatened with
being sent to prison and whipped through the streets.
But our good God protected us. He permitted that a general who had
made a retreat at Saint Lazare’s should be a t that time stopping at the ho
tel. He recognized the Lazarist Missionaries who accompanied us: Father
Sicardi, our Director, Father Ferris, an Irishm an, and Father Lebrun, of
Mondovi. The general took us under his protection and, despite the en
treaties of the Missionaries, placed the guilty soldiers under arrest.
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As intrenchments were being thrown up because of the
approach of the French army, we were forced at the close
of the year to go to Poland; we were there two years.
Then the Archduchess Marianna, sister to the Emperor of
Austria, and abbess of canonesses of the Chapter of Prague,
Bohemia, asked for us, as she hoped to found there an es
tablishment, but her plans were not carried out, and dur
ing our stay of two years the duchess defrayed all our ex
penses. In 1801, Sister Deleau, having by a special dis
pensation of Providence heard that we were at Prague, re
called us to France.” Such is the narration given by Sis
ter Maître.
The general of the Republican army which invaded Pied
mont suppressed the house of the Mission in Turin; the
Missionaries were disbanded ; and Father Sicardi, taking
with him the heart of Saint Vincent, took refuge wTith his
own family.
On his departure for Rome, after Father Cayla’s death »
Father Sicardi confided his precious relic to Father Bertholdi, confrère. The latter when dying placed it in the hands
of a friend in whom he had entire confidence, but of whose
name we are ignorant. While in Rome, Father Sicardi
calmed the fears of the Superior General of the Congrega
tion with regard to the sacred relic and made known to him
the name of the person in whose keeping it had been placed.
One of Father Brunet’s first cares on his return to
France, in 1807, was to have the heart of Saint Vincent,
his beloved Father, restored to its native land. Father Si“
cardi, although then in Rome no longer had it in his pos
session. Father Brunet not knowing Father Bertholdi’s
whereabouts-for he believed him to be still alive-thouo;ht
that the most expeditious way to regain possession of this
treasure was to reclaim it through the mediation of His
Eminence Cardinal Fesch. The benevolence which this
prelate had evinced towards the Children of Saint Vincent
9*
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de Paul and the interest he had manifested in the restora
tion of the Company in France were a sure guarantee that
he would willingly undertake to recover the relic. Father
Brunet’s hopes were not deceived, but unfortunately the re
sults were far differeut from what he had expected. The
heart of Saint Vincent instead of being restored to his Chil
dren was taken from them and given to the metropolitan
church in Lyons, where it has remained to this day. On
the first of January, General Menou, commander of the
twenty-seventh military division, was the bearer of a letter
to the Archbishop of Turin from his Eminence, Cardinal
Fesch. I t read:
My Lord,
One of your priests, formerly a member of the Congregation of the
Mission of Saint Vincent de Paul, has in his possession the heart of that
great Saint, which he carried from Paris to Turin at the beginning of
the Revolution. As the Missionaries and the Daughters of Charity are
now re-established, I, as Grand Almoner of the Empire, claim this deposit,
begging you at the same time to draw up a process-verbal establishing
its authenticity, and to kindly place the same with the relic in the hands
of General Menou who will forward them to me. I have not the least
doubt th at Father Bertholdi will be most happy to restore the relic,for
no motive or pretext could justify his wishing to keep it longer. Mean
while he may rest assured th at I will bear in mind it is to him we owe
its preservation.
Accept, my Lord, my good wishes for the New Year, and the sentiments
of high esteem with which I am
Your humble and devoted servant,
Cardinal

F esc h .

Conformably to the request of His Eminence, Cardinal
Fesch, Mgr. Charles Louis Burentio del Signore, drew up
a process-verbal, authenticating the relic. In this deed he
states, that at the suppression of the house of the Congre
gation of the Mission at Turin, the heart of Saint Vincent
was confided to a priest of this Congregation, named Georges
Bertholdi, but he having died two months before, it had
been very difficult to find the relic, not knowing into whose
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hands it had fallen. Further investigation traced the relic
to the house of the Mission at Turin where it had been
kept. The said relic having been guarded at the peril of
his life bj one who had taken charge of i t 1 could no longer
be considered as a trust, but must be looked upon as a gift
made to this house; the members of the Community, al
though dispersed, being all animated with the same senti
ments and overjoyed to hear of the restoration of the house
wherein their Holy Founder was like a bright luminary,
the beneficent rays of which have spread to all parts of the
w^orld, ceded to the house of Paris the holy relic claimed
by His Eminence, Cardinal Fesch, with the process-verbal
drawn up in this city on July 17, 1793, by our predecessor
Cardinal Costa*
After identifying the relic the Archbishop of Turin gave
it into General Menou’s keeping, and the general in turn
presented a note of acceptance to the Archbishop, couched
in the following terms:
Twenty-seventh m ilitary division.
T urin, 1st Ventose, Year X III; February 20, 1805.
General Menou, General Administrator, Grand Officer of the Legion of
Honor, member of the Academy of Turin;
I declare having received the holy relic of the heart of Saint Vincent de
Paul, given in the name of the Archbishop of Turin by Rev. Cirio, canon
of the metropolis; the said relic to be sent by me to His Eminence, Cardi
nal Fesch, Archbishop of Lyons, Grand Almoner of France.
General M e n o u .

We place here in a note the process-verbal drawn up in
presence of the Archbishop of Turin:2
1. Farther on it will be seen whether or not Father Sicardi regarded this
relic as a deposit. We also know to what danger he was exposed.

2. Anno Domini millesimo octingentesimo qninto, et die decima
octava mensis februarii, Tanrini, coram Rmo DD Carolo Aloysio Burnntio Del Signore, divina miseratione et apostolicae Sedis gratia,
archiepiscopo Taurinensi.
Universis sit manifestum memoratum RR. DD. archiepiscopum
Taurinensem acceptis quibus cum decuit honore et reverentia, hu-
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This process-verbal makes no mention of the transmis
sion with the relic of the one drawn up at Paris by Mgr.
de Beaumont; and this is not without a motive. Before
closing the reliquary a subtraction from the heart of Saint
Vincent was made; a ventricle was taken out, but they
did not wish it to be known that a particle had been retained
at Turin.
The holy relic instead of being sent to Paris was trans
mitted in compliance with the secret orders of Cardinal
Fesch to the metropolitan church of Lyons where it re
mains to this day.
manisiimis litteris Emi et Rmi DD. Josephi, S. R. E. Prespyteri Cardinalis Fesch, archiepiscopi Lugdunensis, ac magni Gallicani Imperii
Eleemosinarii, datis Parisiis, Cai. januarii, omnem diligentiam inipendisse sollicitudinemque collocasse, ut sacrum pignus, cor videlicet
sancii Vincentii a Paulo, fundatoris Congregationis Missionis, quod,
seditione Parisiis exardescente, illinc transportatum fuit in hanc
civitatem, reperirei, recuperare! et Parisios remitieret, quemadmodum a laudato Emo Rino DD. cardinali enixe petebatur.
Suppressione secuta Congregationis Missionis hujus domus Taurinensis penes quam sacrum pignus asservabatur, transiit istud ad saeerdotem ejusdem Congregationis Georgium Bertholdi, cujus obitus
a bimestri circiter secutus, pretiosi depositi reperiendi difficultatem
gignebat, ad quem enim pervuenerit ignorabatur.
Retamen detecta, oblatum fuit pretiosum pignus quod, et si depositum amplius dici nequeat, sed, donum factum Congregationi Missio
nis domus Taurinensis quae ipsum hactenus asservavit post vindicatum a direptione translatumque cum transferentis vitae periculo,
nihilominus tamen hujus suppressae Congregationis individui dis
persi unitatis spiritum custodientes, et de restauratione domus SanctiLazari, ubi praecipuus fundatoris splendor enituit, indeque se, veluti
solis, radii, unde quaque diffudit, ex animo gratulantes, sacram reliquiam, instante, Emo ac Rmo DD. cardinali Fesch, domui Parisiensi concedunt una cum processu verbali desuper confecto in hac
civitate, de mandato Emi et Rmi DD. cardinalis Costa, fel. meni,
archiepiscopi Taurenensis decessoris diei 17 julii anni millesimi septingentesimi nonagesimi tertii, recepto du Yivier per exemplar a me
subsignato confirmatum.
Inspecto itaque sacro pignore hujusmodi, perlectoque attento pro
cessu verbali praedicto, recognitum fuit descriptionem ibi factam
ad amussim respondere sacrae reliquiae hic praesentatae, nullam-
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Thus contrary to all right and the strictest laws of jus
tice and integrity, the Congregation of the Mission has been
robbed of this most sacred treasure.
Not indeed that steps have not been taken to regain
possession of it. But all the claims justly advanced by
Father Brunet at that epoch were, it is easily understood,
entirely set aside.
Both Father Verbert’s position and that of Father
Hanon previous to his imprisonment at Fenestrelles were
as precarious under the Empire as had been Father Bru-^
net’s, it is not surprising, therefore, that we find no record
que subesse suspicionis aut fraudis locum, immo ipsissimam esse de
qua in memorato processu verbali agitur.
Ne vero de identitate dubitari possit praedictae sacrae reliquiae,
amoto sigillo quod in superiore parte cordis argentei pro theca inservientis, in cera rubra hispanica impressimi erat, quodque, comparatione instituta, judicatum fuit sigillum. Rmi ac Illmi DD. Christophori de Beaumont, archiepiscopi Parisiensis, laudatus Rmus DD.
archiepiscopus Taurinensis ejus loco substituit sigillnm proprium
ecclesiae suae metropolitanae referens agnum jacentem atque habentem crucem humero suo innixam, impressum pariter in cera rubra
hispanica respondens amplioris formae sigillo hie infra in papyro
sub hostia rubra impresso, mandans sacrum pignus hujusmodi in
eodem exenterato libro, in quo Parisiis transferendum aptatum fuerat reaptari, prout reaptatum re vera fuit, Parisios iterum dirigendum
per Excellentissimum D. Menou, hujus vigesimse septimae *divisionis
militaris generalem administratorem in obsequium Emi et Rmi DD.
cardinali Fesch, sic innuentis.
Super quibus omnibus, ego presbyter Joseph Rosange, publicus
apostolica auctoritate notarius curiaeque archiepiscopalis Taurinen
sis cancellarius, qui praeinissis interfui, praesens verbale, mandante
memorato Rmo DD. Archiepiscopo, confeci, publicavi, prsedictoque
sigillo hujus ecclesiae metropolitanae communivi ac consueto meo
notariatus signo firmavi, praesentibus DD. testibus infrascriptus, subscriptis in originali :
Carolus Aloysius, Archiepiscopus. Canonicus Petrus Cirio, testis,
Th. Dominicus Chiariglione testis. Sigillat et man. subscripsit J. Ro
sange, cancellarius ab originali Parisios transmisso, cum quo in fiU
dem ; etc.
Subscrip. J. R o s a n g e , Cancellarius.
Loco sigilli.
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of their claims. After the downfall of the first Empire, as
soon as Father Hanon, Vicar General of the Congregation,
had recovered his liberty, he went from Bruges, where he
had been imprisoned, to Lyons to make good his right to
the relic. Of this he makes mention in his correspondence.
Justice being denied him at Lyons, he was forced to have
recourse to the archiépiscopal chancery of Turin to procure
authentic copies of the letter of Cardinal Fesch, of the
process-verbal drawn up in presence of the Archbishop,
Charles Louis Burrentio del Signore, and of the declara
tion of General Menou, papers now in our possession which
bear the date May 26, 1814. It was also most important
to ascertain by what title the holy relic had been confided
to Father Sicardi by the Superior General, whether as a
deposit, or as a gift. Father Hanon received from Father
Sicardi in Rome, under date of October 2, 1814, a declaration written with his own hand in which he asserts that he
is ready to confirm by oath that, in 1790, Father Cayla
confided to him the heart of Saint Vincent, authorizing
him to take it to Piedmont, but with the express condition
that it was to be restored to the Superior General, as soon
as the Congregation of the Mission should be re-established
in France, This declaration is thus worded :
Declaratio, et si opus sit, confirmanda cum juramento.
Testor ego infra scriptus primus Assistens generalis Congregation^
Missionis, ejusdemque domus Ramanae in monte Citorio actualis
superior, mihi ab admodum Domino Josepho-Felici Cayla de le Gar
de, Superiore generali Congregationis Missionis anno Domini 1790,
in custodian traditum fuisse sancti Vincentii a Paulo Congregation
num Presbyterorum Missionis et Puellarum Caritatis fundatoris Cor,
quod in theea argentea a Ducissa de Aiguillon optime præparata.
colloeatum in ecclesia Sancti-Lazari religiose asservabatur, cum fa
cúltate idem cor mecum e Parisiis in Paremontium redeunte asportandi, hae tamen adjecta conditione illud restituendi, ac remittendi
penes Superiorem generalem Cong. Missionis, ubi eadem Congregatio in Gallia restituía fuisset. Quod quidem máximo cum animi
dolore praestare minime possum, quia fere undecim abhinc annis ;

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

148

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4

— 573 —
opera Eminentissimi Gard. Fesch, e Taurino in Galliam translatum
idem Cor in Lugdunensi cathedrali ecclesia, ubi assevatur, collocatum fuit.
In quorum fldem
Romae, die 2a mensis 8bris? ann. Domini 1814.
Carolus Dominus Sicardt.
Primm Assistem Generalis, Confirmo id supra,

According to this document we may conclude :
1. If it be true to say, as indicated in the process-verbal
drawn up at Turin, 1806, in presence of the Archbishop of
that city, that the heart of Saint Vincent was a gift pre
sented to the house of Turin, while it is only a deposit con
fided to its care, and if the relic had been the cause of the
least danger or accident in its transfer from Paris to Turin,
to Father Sicardi to whom it had been entrusted.
2. If the metropolitan chapter at Lyons has the shadow
of a right to retain the heart of Saint Vincent, being in
debted for its possession to the fraud of the Cardinal Arch
bishop and to the violent measures which secured it, for the
Cardinal, who mentions in his letter to the Archbishop ol
Turin the re-establishment of the Missionaries and of the
Daughters of Charity, and then uses the word restitution,
it is but natural to suppose that it was in the name and for
the benefit of the double Family of Saint Vincent de Paul,
that he reclaimed the relic. And in the process-verbal is
it not stated that the Missionaries of Piedmont then dis
persed, willingly yielded the holy relic to the House in
P aris .
Mgr. Lionnet, Archbishop of Albi, in his life of His
Eminence, Cardinal Fesch, could not pass over in silence
this taking of the holy relic. We regret that we are
obliged to state that the passage which has reference to
this act contains as many inaccuracies as lines. We read
in pages 231 and 232 of Volume I:
“The Abbé Sicardi, Lazarist Priest, had succeeded in
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hiding from the impious search of the satellites of justice,
this precious relic inclosed in a folio volume. This ec
clesiastic had at first carried it to Turin, but when the
French army entered the city he took it to another town in
Piedmont. The Cardinal being informed of these details,
sent to ask for this precious deposit which belonged to
France by so many titles. By order of the First Consul,
Lieutenant-General Menou, governor of Piedmont, took
this relic from the priest who was hiding it. Bonaparte
not being able to restore it to its lawful claimant, since the
Society of the Priests of the Mission was not re-established,
had it taken to his uncle the Archbishop of Lyons, because
Saint Vincent de Paul had been pastor of this diocese.”
Permit us for a moment to refute these errors by simply
restating facts in the order in which they occurred:
1. Father Sicardi had succeeded, in hiding from the im
pious search of the satellites oj justice this precious relic.

Doubtless he had very little trouble in doing this, as Father
Cayla himself had confided the relic to him in 1790.
2. This ecclesiastic had, carried it to Turin . We have seen
that the relic wrapped in a bundle of clothes belonging to
the sisters, was placed in a wagon as an ordinary package.
3. The Cardinal sent to ask for this precious relic which
belonged to France by so many titles. But if the Congrega
tion was not re-established what right could France put for
ward to take away the relic from the members of the Con
gregation of the Mission, then in Piedmont; the Cardinal
might at least have claimed it in the name of the French
Daughters of Charity, and not in the name of France.
4. B y order of the First Consul. The relic was not claimed
by Bonaparte, First Consul, but by Cardinal Fesch, Jan
uary 1, 1805. Moreover, at this epoch there was no First
Consul, France was governed by an emperor; finally, where
is this order from Bonaparte?
5. Bonaparte not being able to restore it to its lawful claim
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

150

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
—

575

-

ant since the Society of the Priests of the Mission was not
re-established. It was, on the contrary, quite easy to restore

it to its lawful claimant since the Congregation of the Mis
sion had been re-established by a decree of 7 prairial, year
X II, May 27, 1804, and that it was represented in France
by Father Brunet, recognized as Vicar General of the Con
gregation by Cardinal Fesch, and the Imperial government.
6.
Since the Society of the Priests of the Mission was not
re-established, Bonaparte sent it to his uncle, the archbishop
of Lyons. The non re-establishment of the Congregation
might have been the pretext by which Bonaparte could have
colored his act of sending the relic to his uncle, but even
so what claim could his uncle have to retain the relic
to give it to the chapter of Lyons; the conclusion must
therefore be drawn that the Congregation of the Mission
being then re-established in France, the keeping of the re
lic by the Cardinal is an open robbery which does not be
stow on the chapter of Lyons the right to retain it. The
benefit of possessing the heart of Saint Vincent cannot jus
tify the chapter, nor compensate it for being the keeper
of its neighbor’s goods. The Congregation of the Mis
sion has a lawful right to reclaim at an opportune moment
this precious relic. u Let us hope,” we repeat with an au
thor of the Life of Saint Vincent, “ it will become manifest,
that the rightful place for the heart of Saint Vincent after
death is as it wTas during life, in the midst of his Children,”
In order to indemnify the Daughters of Charity, as we
read in a, pamphlet entitled : La vérité sur le Cardinal Feschf
by a former Vicar General of Lyons, because they also
could bring forward a claim to the heart of their Holy
Founder, the folio wherein the reliquary was incased was
sent to them together with an authentic signed by three
Vicar Generals. “ This, between ourselves,” adds the biog
rapher of Saint Vincent de Paul, already quoted, “ recalls
the fable of Perrin Dandin who swallows the oyster and
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graciously bestows a shell on each of the claimants.”
“ Would you then wish, continues the former Vicar Gen
eral of Lyons, to dispute with our metropolitan church the
treasure that it possesses in the heart of Saint Vincent de
Paul? God forbid, but our thought is rather that the Car
dinal should have secured it by means more loyal and less
violent. “ And how indeed can you judge that august Car
dinal capable of such a twofold abuse of power and confi
dence?-” Without offence to the Vicar General of Lyons,
His Eminence Cardinal Fesch did not make use of “ an
other means” and “ was capable of a twofold abuse of
power and of confidence.”- To prove and complete this as
sertion we shall continue to quote from la Vérité sur le
Cardinal Fesch. “ Everyone should know that Cardinal
Fesch tried by the same means to get possession of the
heart of Saint Francis de Sales. The religious of the Vis
itation of Lyons had carried it to Venice where they care
fully preserved it. His Eminence, according to Mgr. Lionnet, seeing no alternative other than main force, ad
dressed himself to Prince Eugene, Viceroy of Italy, to
have it seized. But the prince dared not touch the pre
cious relic, fearing to grieve the Community which found in
this treasure comfort and consolation in the land of exile.”
From this last quotation and the facts and statements given
above, it is not very difficult to draw conclusions.
Later on, we had the happiness of becoming possessors
in our Mother House, Paris, of a particle of the heart of
Saint Vincent detached from the relic at Lyons and which
had been sent to Smyrna a few years previous. This relic
was presented to the Superior General and venerated by
the Community on the anniversary of the foundation of our
Company, January 25, 1869. The Congregation will pre
serve this relic awaiting the propitious moment marked by
Providence, when the heart of the Father shall be restored
to his Children.
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To sum up the sorrowful details furnished in the forego
ing paragraphs, let us once again return to the centre of the
Community, the House of Saint Lazare. It is, alas! to see
it closed forever and snatched from the hands of its legiti
mate owners.
The pillage of Saint Lazare, as already mentioned, had
begun on July 13, 1789. That same day, Father Julien,
director of the retreats, and eminent by his piety and eccle
siastical learning, left the house at eight o’clock in the
morning, the brigands helping him to pack what he consid
ered most valuable in a trunk and even carrying it to the
staircase. But he had scarce left the room, when every
thing was destroyed, and hacked to pieces, by some other
wretches.
The next morning, at four o’clock, some priests, brothers
and about thirty young Missionaries returned to Saint La
zare, and collected the remainder of the furniture spared
by the pillagers, and which had been heaped up in the
yard and the street. Fortunately, they secured the furni
ture used by Saint Vincent; this with the rest had been
thrown out of the windows, the wretches being ignorant of
the value. According to the testimony of Father Dubois, a
Missionary and pastor of Sainte Marguerite, they recovered
two straw chairs, a straw mattress, a bed, part of Saint Vin
cent’s clothes, his cassock, winter cloak, hat, biretta, and
his breviary.
Such are, as accurate as possible, the details, mournful
indeed, of this terrible Revolution. But the finger of God is
there, and as says the Bishop of Meaux, when He sees fit, the
Lord straightens the wandering mind, and he who blames
the blindness of others, himself falls into deeper darkness.
In fact, after all the trials to which it has been subjected,
the losses it has sustained, the privations it has been com
pelled to undergo, the little Company, the religious Fam
ily of Saint Vincent de Paul, by the grace of God and the
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protection of its Holy Founder, reappears after tlie storm
and rising above the ruins gradually resumes, like all things
conducted by Providence, its labors and its works.
( To be continued. )

BOOK NOTICES
595. Journal d 1A ndré L y , Chinese priest, (1746-1763) published in the
original Latin text by Rev. Adrien Launay of the Foreign Missions
(Paris, Alphonse Picard, 1906, in-4 of XXIV-705 pp.), highly appreciated
as a reference to the history of the missions in China, notably, touching
the evangelization of the Fo-kien and the Su-Tchuen. In his introduction
to the Journal, Father Launay clearly sets forth the historical value of
the w ork: not often do we meet with ajournai, containing seven hundred
printed pages, written in fluent and correct Latin, by a Chinese priest, and
in its perusal one realizes w hat a Chinese priest may be able to acc< mplish.
The Congregation of the Mission is frequently mentioned in this work.
It presents an im portant biography previously unpublished: that of Mgr.
Mullener, C. M«, Vicar Apostolic of Su-Tchuen (pp. 426-436). This biog
raphy was at first written partly in Latin, partly in Chinese, by Rev.
Paul Sou, for Father Pedrini, C. M , the whole has been completed and
transcribed into Latin, by Father André Ly. It bears the title: Summa
vitae cursus et mortis III. ac R . D . J oahnis Mullener quondam episcopi
Myriophitani et Vicarii Apostolici provinciae Sse-Tchuen in imperio Sinarum,
duobus a testibus oculatis presbyteris sinensibus Sou Paulo et L y Andrea
exarata.

296.— Story of the L a Salle Mission, by Rev. Thomas
A. Shaw, C. M., Chicago. Donahue, 1907. în-8, 134 pp.
Rev. Thomas A. Shaw, esteemed Superior of the house of the Lazarists a t
La Salle, in compliance with the urgent requests made him, has published
the history of the mission of La Salle, Illinois, (U S. À. ) from the year
1838, m arking the arrival of the first Missionaries, to 1857, date of the de
parture of Rev. J. O’Reilly, C. M* Father Shaw has carefully followed the
progress of the work and much interesting and valuable information has
been preserved in the pages whose appearance we are happy to announce.
He has himself labored in this beautiful and fruitful field and his words
will bear the weight of authority in that part of the story soon to be forth
coming.
The Illustrations portray the principal characters mentioned in the
work, besides scenes showing the consoling transformations of the various
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houses which from their beginnings in La Salle have sheltered the Works
of the Priests of the Mission and those of the Daughters of Charity.
This is only the first part of the im portant historical narrative. The
second is eagerly expected,
297. Some interesting information about the House des Bons-Fnfants or
Seminary of Saint Firmin, occupied by the Priests of the Mission until the
Revolution, may be found in a discourse by the Abbé Schoener, delivered
at a distribution o f prizes in the preparatory seminary of Saint-Nicolas-du*
Chardonnet, J u ly 25, 1906. (Paris, Mersch, publisher). We are aware.

Saint Nicolas-du-Chardonnet is in the neighborhood of the ancient house
des B om -E nfants. The author states th at the 11new b uilding” of Saint
Firmin, as it was then called, still remains: the priests of Sai nt-Nicolasdu-Chardonnet having been made prisoners during the Revolution ( August
1792) “ were lodged on the third floor of the new building (still standing)
and Father Andrieux, the Superior, occupied room no. 8, which gives on
the yard»” (p. 12.)
Then follows the description of the tragic scenes and massacre which, as
at the Abbey and the Carmelites, flooded Saint Firm in’s with blood.
The author adds: “ If you happen to pass along the street des Écoles
where the state movables are kept, and if the door is open, look in at the
deserted yard, and the windows above, from which most worthy priests
were thrown.
This discourse is an historical sketch skilfully and reliably drawn. We
have reason to hope th at the author is preparing a more extensive study of
the events which as yet he has only outlined. We are looking forward
with lively interest to the publication of his book.

298. Exposition et Demonstration de la Doctrine Catho
lique, by Rev. J. B. L a g a r d e , C. M. Paris, Lethielleux, s. cl.
New edition, In-12.
We have already commended this work ( A nnals , Vol. III., p 547.) The
present edition marked third, is in reality the fourth. Two im portant ad
ditions are worthy of special notice, one p. 117, entitled : Manière simple de
montrer les bases inébranlables de la f o i ; the other, p. 121, treats of the
general laws of morality, human acts, conscience, etc.
299. An historical study, published by Abbé Dehaut, under this title: Le
Grand Séminaire de Cambrai; un siècle d'histoire , 1807-1906. (Cambrai,
Masson, 1907. In-12), specially interests us as the Congregation of the Mis
sion directed this establishment for forty-six years. Events are classified
according to the term of each Superior; during the period included in this
work six Directors successively governed this Seminary. The last Superiors
are still living, therefore, with regard to their adm inistration only facts
have been stated; as to the departed, they may be mentioned with that free
dom which history claims as a right.
Among the latter, one name that of Father Sud ré, who had charge of
10
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the Ecclesiastical Seminary of Cambrai from 1857-1898, includes all the
Priests of the Mission who held positions there. Chapter IV, therefore, be
ing devoted to his term of office, this most closely concerns us.
The writer begins by stating that during this period many priests,
w orthy of their m inistry, went forth from this Seminary where they had
been prepared for their sacred functions. He cannot refrain from emphasiz
ing some particular points: the mode of government pursued by Father
Sudré; the direction and progress of studies during the forty years of his
adm inistration; and, finally, the concurrence of his collaborators. Father
Sudré’s moral character, like his countenance, possessed strongly marked
features: the historian vividly portra}rs them.
As to the mode of government, the author states that Father Sudré was
authoritative in manner. The discipline enforced was rigid, sometimes even
austere: this austerity was p art of his temperament. His biographer
describes him ( p. 238.) by quoting Father Sudré’s own words. Concern
ing the progress made in studies, subjects, and methods, during forty
years, the writer expresses some regrets. It m ust be acknowledged that
Father Sudré gloried in his fixity; hence the course of study was never
extended ( p. 251). The concurrence of his collaborators, is noted in the
preceding chapter—which is devoted to the term of Father Leleu, priest of
the diocese—wherein a whole paragraph treats of the 11 period of the long
professorships,” the author does not conceal his regret that these were not
continued under Father Sudré. Only one director remained long enough
to work with him, either as professor or procurator. This was Father
Antier who is mentioned in the work ( pp, 241, 258 ).
In this history of the Ecclesiastical Seminary of Cambrai as to w hat
concerns Father Sudré’s term, another pen w'ould perhaps have written
differently : either with no indulgence at all—and this we know has been
done—or with less severity, by making use for instance, of such discourses
as were delivered at Father Sudré’s twenty-fifth anniversaries or on
sim ilar occasions. The author, however, has written as an historian; he
has abstained from either of these proceedings. The portrait he has drawn
is historically correct.
As a preface, an historical sketch of the origin of the Seminary and the
divers attem pts a t the formation of the clergy of Cambrai previous to the
nineteenth century, would have given valuable information, especially as
Douai is situated in the vicinity, and this city having been so long a centre
of religious study and scientific pursuit, m ust have exerted an influence on
the formation of the clergy and proved of some utility. The author hag,
let us hope, reserved it for a separate study.

300. I. Gesehiedenis van Sint Vincentius a Paulo , door
Z. E. H. M a y n a r d ; vry overgezet door Hendrik Rembry,
priester van het bisdom; Brugge, 1891. — Gent, S’Joseph’s
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huis; Bockdrukkery Van der Schelden. Onderstraat, 24.
[Histoire de Saint Vincent de Paul by M a y n a r d . Free
translation (in Flemish) by Rev. Henri Rembry, priest of
the diocese of Bruges.— Ghent. Saint Joseph’s, Vanderschelder Printing Office 24 Basse Street.]
II.
Deugdenen Geestelyke leering van Sint Vincent ins a
Paulo , door Z. E. H. M a y n a r d ; vry overgezet door Hen
drick Rembry, priester van het disdom. Brugge. I bid, 1891.
[ Virtues and Spiritual Doctrine of Saint Vincent de
Paul, by M a y n a r d . Free translation (in Flemish) by
Rev. Henri Rembry, priest of the diocese of Bruges.—
Ghent, 1891.]
In the dioceses of Ghent and Bruges, several communities devoted to
charitable works have placed themselves under the patronage of Saint Vin
cent de Paul. We congratulate them that a zealous priest has translated
into Flem ish,— generally spoken in these dioceses — the excellent writings
consecrated by Father Maynard to Saint Vincent de Paul.
A. Milon.

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

159

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N

CONTENTS NO. 4.
Page

EUROPE
FRANCE
P a r is —Housekeeping Schools.

.

Marseilles.— “ The Little W o rk .”

.

.

.

.

.

437,439

.

.

445

.

447

Establishments
.
.
.

456

Sister Bonneaure.

BELGIUM
Ostend.—Housekeeping School for the Daughters of Sailors.

G EM M A N Y
Cologne.—Province of the Sisters of Charity :
(continued). Rev. J. Schreiber, C. M.

DENMARK
Elsinore.—Establishm ent of the Daughters of C harity.

.

.

460

SPAIN
Barbastro.—The Seminary.
—

Ecija.—Missions at Luisiana.
Madrid

..........................................................■ 465

College of the Sisters of Charity.

.

.

Rev. J. M. Rodriguez, C. M.

—Hospederia for Young Girls. Sister Ravaud.

.

.471

.

.

. .

475
477

IRELAND
Historical Notes.—The Congregation of the Mission.
Rev. J. Carpenter, C. M.
.

.

.

.

481

Castleknock.—Saint Vincent’s C o l l e g e . .......................................487
D ublin.—Phibsboro, Saint Peter’s

.

................................................ 493

C ork.— General Situation in 1841 : Opening of an
Intern S e m i n a r y . ................................................ ........................ 498

ITA LY
Sessa A urunca.—Thunderbolt Strikes the Sisters’ House.
Sister Carusio................................................ .........

506

ASIA
PERSIA
Chaldee Publications.

Rev. P. Bedjan, C. M.

.

.

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

.

.

508

160

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
CONTENTS

AFRICA
SO U T H E R N MA DA G A SC A l l
Vangaindrano.—Death of Rev. Francis Mieville, Missionary.
Mgr. Crouzet, 0 . M., Rev. J. Leclerc, C. M.
510, 514
F ara fa n g a n a —The Schools: The Inhabitants. Sister Jourdain. .
516

NORTH AMERICA
W E ST I N D I E S (A N T I L L E S )
Cuba
H avana.—W orks of the Sisttrs of Charity. Rev. M. Burgos, C. M.

520

SOUTH AMERICA
COLOMBIA
Popayan.—Rt. Rev. Emmanuel Arboleda, Archbishop.

-

.

523

CHILI
From Buenos-Ayres to Chilian Santiago, via the Andes.
Rev. J. Caussanel, C. M..........................................................525

OCEANICA
P H I L I P P I N E ISLES
Works of the Priests of the Mission, and of the Sisters of Charity
since the W ar of 1898. Rev. B. Saiz, C. M.
.
.

529

D ocuments A nd I nformation :

60.— Decree for Introduction of the Cause of Beatification of the
Daughters of Charity of Arras, Sister Madeleine Fontaine and her
Companions. (S. C Rites, May 14, 1907)—Text and Translation. 537
Our D eparted :

...................................................................................... 547

T he Congregation of the Mission D uring the R evolution and
U nder the A dministration of the V icars G eneral : (1788-1827),

§13.—Massacre at Saint Firmin, Paris :
Translation of the Relics of Saint Vincent de P a u l :
by Rev. Gabriel Perboyre, C. M.

(To be continued).

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

551

161

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N
CONTENTS
B ook N o t i c e s ........................................................................................... 578
I llustrations :

Ostend.—Housekeeping School.
Map.

British Isles.

.

.

.
.

.
.

Castleknock .—Saint Yincent’s College»
Dublin.—Plan of the City,

.

.

.

.

.

.
.

.
.

.

.

.

450

.

.

482

.

490

.

................................................ 494

Cork.— Church and House of the Missionaries.

.

.

.

Map of the Argentine Republic.

.

.

.

526

.

.

578

.

.

Paris.—Sem inary of Saint Firm in. (les Bons E n fan ts).

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

502

162

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4

CONTENTS VOL. X1Y. (1907).
Page
The Year 1906: E xtract from the Circular of the Superior General.
Catalogue of the Personnel.

*

.

.

.

,

..

3
.

8

EUROPE
FRANCE
P a ris.— Historical Notes on the Mother-House of the Congregation
of the Mission, Rue de Sèvres, 95............................................. 135
Housekeeping Schools.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

437) 439

A rras.— Cause of Beatification of the Daughters of Charity of
A rras............................................................................. ........................299
Venerable Marie Madeleine Fontaine and her Companions of the
House of Arras, Suffered for the Faith a t Cambrai, June 26,1794. 300
Decree for Introduction of Cause of Beatification of the Daughters
of Charity of Arras (S. C. of Rites, May 14, 1907). T ext and
Translation.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

5£7

Marseilles.—The “ Little W ork.” Sister Bonneaure.

445

.

.

.

Montolieu (Aude). The Ancient College of the Lazarists: House of
Retreat of the Daughters of C harity............................................ 307

GERMANY
Cologne.—The Province of the Daughters of C harity: Its Origin and
Development (continued). Rev. J . Screiber, C. M.
.
149, 456

A USTRIA-HUNGAR Y
Budapest.— Origin and Works of the House of the Missionaries.
Rev. F. Medits, C. M.
.
.
.
.
.
.

154

Yienna.—Apostolic Works in Poland.

.

157

.

447

Rev. J . Beran, C. M.

BELGIUM
Ostend.—Housekeeping School for the Daughters of Sailors.

.

DENMARK
Elsinore.—Development of the W ork of the Daughters of Charity.
Rev. A. W attiez, C. M.
.
.
.
.
.
328, 460

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

163

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N
CONTENTS

SPAIN
B arbastro.—-The Sem inary......................................................................... 435
College of the Sisters of C harity.......................................471
Ecija.-—Establishment of the Missionaries. Rev. B. Blanco, C. M.
—

Mission a t Luisiana.

Rev. J. M. Rodriguez, C. M.

9

.

.

475

.

.

477

Valdemoro.—Opening of the Chapel of the Daughters of Charity.
House of Saint Nicholas.

13*

Madrid .— Hospederia for Young Girls.

Sister Ravaud.

IB E LA N D
Historical Notes. Hibernia Vicentiana, or Relations of Saint Vincent
de Paul with Ireland. Rev. P. Boyle, C. M.
.
, 1 6 3 , 330
Origin of the Province of the Congregation of the Mission in
Ireland. Rev. J . Carpenter, C. M.
.
.
.
.481
Castleknock.—Saint Vincent’s College.
D ublin.—Phibsboro, Saint Peter’s.

.

.

.

,

<

.

487

.

,

.

<■ . •

493

<

•

498.

Sister Montesquiou.

310

Cork.—General Situation in 1841 : Opening of an Intern
Seminary.
.
.
.
.
.
.

IT A L IC
Rome.—Audience with the Sovereign Pontiff.
—

Notes of travel: Rome, Naples, Sienna. Sister Hannezo.

Placentia.—Golden Jubilee of Rev. J. B. Manzi, C. M.

.

.

313

.

324

Naples.—The Albergo : Obsequies of Sister Marie Pancboeuf.
Sister Maurice.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.1 4
Sessa A urunca.—Thunderbolt strikes the Sisters’ House : Providential
Protection. Sister Carusio.
.
.
.
.
<
506

POLAND
W arsaw.—Letter from Sister Thecla.

<

,

<

*

.

343

Santa Q u iteria.^ Monument to the Virgin Immaculate.
Rev. J. L. M. Garcia^ C. M.
.
.

-

.

17

PORTUGAL

ROUMANIA
Bucharest.—W ork of the House of Bethléem , Prince Vladimir Ghika. 22
—
A Visit from the Queen. Sister Pucci,
.
.
340

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

164

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4
CONTENTS

ASIA
CHINA
ta b u la r View of the Lagarist Missions (1894-1905)
Sum m ary: E rra ta .

.

>

32, 3?

.................................................

.

38, 377

S O U T H W ES T T C H E - L Y
Obituary Notice of Mgr. Bruguiere, Vicar Apostolic.
Last Days of Mgr. Bruguiere.

.

.

Mgr. Vic. Vicar Apostolic.

Transfer of Mgr. Coqset, Vic. A p.

.

.

.

.

.

93

.

.

187

.

.

346

EAST- T C H E -LY
Tsoun-hoa-tcheou.—W ork of Evangelisation. Bev. J . Ortraans. C. M.

362

N O R T H K1ANG-S1
Kiu-Kiang.—Community of Native Religious W omen.
Mgr. Ferrant, Vic. Ap.
................................................ 191
The Affair of Nan*tchang.

(conclusion).

.

.

.

41, 193, 346

E xtract from the Report of Mgr. Reynaud, Vic. Ap.

.

.

TCHE-KIA N G
.

199

Ning-Po.—Form ation of the Native Clergy, Mgr. Reynaud, Vic. Ap. 364
—

From France to China: Story of the Voyage. Sister Calcagni. 369

PERSIA
A New King (1907).

.

>

.

- .

.

.

Chaldee Publications. Rev. P. Bedjan, C. M. .

.

>

.

.

.

.

508

.

.

209

Ourm iah.— Obstacles and Success. Rev. A . Mirasis, C. M.
—

Ravages of the Kurds. Sister Laperriere.

Ispahan.— Prince Zelli’s Visit.

*

208

.

.

211

Sister Choblet.................................... 213

SYRIA
Broumana.— Children of Mary : Retreat. Rev. A. Delpy, C. M*

.

215

Bethlehem.— Caring for the Sick : Visit to a Village. Sister Mayaud.

217

AFRICA
ABYSSINIA
A litiena.— The Fam ine: The Seminary.

Rev. E. Gruson, C. M. .

378

MADAGASCAR
Manomba.— Evangelization.

Rev. E. Brunei, C. M.

.

.

380

10*

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

165

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N
CONTENTS
F arafangana.— Christmas Celebration. Sister Lam irault
—

The Schools: The Inhabitants.

.

.

384

Sister Jourdain. .

V angaindrano.— Death of Rev Francis Mieville, C. M.
Mgr.Crouzet, C. M. Vic. Ap., Rev. J. Leclerc, C. M.

516

510, 514

NORTH AMERICA
U N I T E l y S T A TES

Louisiana
New Orleans.— Congregation of the Mission in United States.
Rev. A. Vautier, C. M.....................................................220

Connecticut
Derby.— Polish Parish. Rev. P. Vaszke, C. M.

.

.

.

222

.

55

MEXICO
Puebla.— Account of the Missions.

Rev. Cr. G. Torres, C. M.

W E S T I N D I E S (A N T I L L E S )

Cuba
Havana.— Cyclone.
—

Sister Edvige Laquidain...................................... 57

Works of Daughters of Charity. Rev. M. Burgos, C. M.

520

CENTRAL AMERICA
SALVADOR
San Jacinto.— Missionary Labors. Rev. J. Thaureaud, C. M.

.

224

San Salvador.— Catechetical W ork. Rev. D. Choisnard, C. M.

.

387

A legria.— Letter from Rev. J. Vaysse, C. M.

.

.

.

.

227

PANAMA
Letter from Sister Goeury.........................................................

.

. 391

SOUTH AMERICA
BRAZIL
Curityba,— The Sem inary. Rev. D. Deschand, C. M.......................... 60
—
Account of the Mission. Rev. J . Quintao, C. M.
.
Rio de Janeiro.— Report Association Children of Mary.
Rev. P. Dehaene, C. M. Vis.
.
.
.
.
.
.
229
P arana.—Polish Colonies. Letters from Rev. B. Bayer, C. M.,
Rev. F. Chylaszek, C. M., Rev. H. Miesopust, C. M.,
Rev. S. Kandora, C.M .
.
.
.
.
.
236,247
Cara^a.—Notes of the Mission. Rev. W . Vaessen, C. M.
.
.
392

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

66

166

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 14, No. 4

CONTENTS

COLOMBIA
Popayan.—Mgr. Arboleda, C. M., Archbishop of Popayan.
Rev. A. Castiau, C. M.
.
.
.
.
.

.

522

CHILI
Earthquake, A ugust 16, 1906.

..........................................................

Santiago.—Letters from Rev. M. Fargues, C. M.,
Rev. T. Lalanne, C. M
. .......................................72,*74
V alparaiso.—Letters from E. George, C. M., Rev. E. Rigaud, C. M.,
Sister Marie-Thérése Mas.
. . .
79,81,85
Buenos-Ay res to Chilian Santiago.

Rev. J. Caussanel, C. M.

.

525

W orks Priests of the Mission, Sisters of Charity, Since W ar 1898 .
1898. Rev. B. Saíz, C. M.
.
.
.
.
.
.

529

OCEANICA
P H I L I P P I N E ISLES

D ocuments

and

Information

5 1 .— Faculty of attaching Plenary Indulgence for the Dying to
Crucifixes of Daughters of Charity.

90

52.— A byssinia , Assignanturi Lmites Vicariatus Apostolici Abyssiniae.
(S. C. Prop., September 10, 1 9 0 6 ) . .......................................

90

53.—Indult for Vicariate of South Madagascar. Fast andAbstinence
(E x Audientia Sanctissim i) ................................................................. 91
5 4 .—Decree

on the Communion of the Sick w ithout Fasting. (S. C. of
the Council, December 7, 1906.) Text and Translation. .
.
247

E xplanation: le Canoniste Contemporain.
5 5 .—Chaplet

.

.

.

. 249

of the W ay of the Cross............................................ .........

251

of Feasts Impeded: Doubles of the First and Second
Class, (S. C. of Rites, March 2, 1907.)
.
.
.
.

252

5 6 .—Transfer

5 7 .—Indulgences

Attached to the Red Scapular of the Passion are
Applicable to the Souls in Purgatory (S. C. of Indulgences,
April 24, 1907).
.
.
.
.
,
•
*
. 400

58.—Faculty of Hearing Confessions During Sea Voyages. (S .C .In q .
August 23, 1905, and December 12, 1906).
.
400
59.—Missionaries to China. Faculty for Hearing Confessions During
Voyages. (S. C. Prop., February 4, 1907)....................................

402

(50.—Decree of Introduction Cause of Beatification Sisters of A rras
(S. C. of Rites, May 14, 1907)..........................................................

537

Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1907

167

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 14 [1907], N

CONTEK'TS
92 , 253 , 404 ,

O U b D e p a r t e d .....................................................................................

647

Congregation of the Mission during the devolution : Administration
of Vicars General : Translation of the Body of Saint Vincent :
Translation of the Heart of Saint Vincent: 1788-1827.
Rev. G . Perborre, C.M .—(To be continued).
104, 258, 410,

551

P ortraits and H istorical Memoirs : Baroness de Lupé.

293

B ook N otices.

.

......................................

.

.

118, 292, 430,

58

I l l u s t r a t io n s

Saint Vincent de Paul.

................................................................... 1

Saint Vincent de Paul. Marble Statue, from Bracci, Vatican.
Rev. Gabriel Perboyre, C. M.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

316
104

Mgr. Jules Bruguière.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

93

Baroness de Lupé.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

295

.

.

.

.

.

.

Mr. François de Borda.

.

.

296

Paris.*—Mother-House, Rue de Sèvres, 95: Façade, Courtyard.
.

.

.

136, 137

—

Gardenside, Interior of ChapeL

—

Ancient Seminary Saint Firm in (les Bons E nfants) Present
C o n d i t i o n . ............................................................................. 578

.

144, 145

Montolieu (A ude).— General V i e w . ................................................ 307
—

House of Daughters of Charity.

.

.

.

308

Budapest.—Church and House of Missionaries.

.

.

.

.

154

Ostend (Belgium).

Housekeeping Schools.

.

.

.

.

450

Cork.—Church and House of Missionaries.

.

.

.

Sienna (Italy ).

Central House, Daughters of Charity.

Placentia (Italy ).
Curityba (B razil).

Alberoni College.

.

.

.

.
.

.

.

Sem inary...................................... .........

502
.

.

322
324

.

.

62

.

/

348

.

482

Plan of Nan-tchang-fou (Kiang-Si, C hina)..........................................

356

Map K iang-Si...................................................................
—

British Isles.

—

Argentine Republic.

—

.

«

.

.

.

.
.

.
.

.

.
.

.
.

.

City of D u b l i n . ................................................

.
.

526
494

END OF VOL. X IV

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol14/iss4/1

168

